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Give Flower & Garden with pride and confidence { 


. . this 
is the only gardening magazine published in Two Editions 


There’s plenty of color and down-to-earth articles . 


for specific information. Your friends will thank you over 
and over for this welcome gift. 


FLOWER & GARDEN Magazine, Dept. 1072 
543 Westport Rd., Kansas City 11, Mo. 

The first 1 year subscription (gift or renewal) costs $3.00, each addi- 
tional 1 year subscription costs $2.00. When you send 5 or more sub- 
scriptions all subs, even the first, cost $2.00. 

I am enclosing.___subscriptions at $3.00 for the first one, and 
$2.00 for each additional sub. TOTAL_.____subs $___ 
0 Payment is enclosed. 
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comes to your door 


bringing the season’s 


BEST greetings 


whatever the season 


may be! 


RIGHT NOW you can S-A-V-E on your FLOWER & 
GARDEN renewal, PLUS Christmas Gifts for every 
flower lover on your list! 


A subscription to FLOWER & GARDEN Magazine is the gift most 
appropriate, most economical, most rewarding for anyone who 
has a lawn, garden, window box, house plants or greenhouse. 
And right now you can renew your own subscription and SAVE 
You pay just $3.00 for the first year subscription, and $2.00 for 
each additional year or subscription after that. You can give four 
gifts for only $9.00 . . . the regular price of three! This means 
every fourth gift actually is FREE! Shop in the comfort of your 
home—no need to worry about size, color, mailing costs, wrap 
ping, duplication, or high prices. 


Let FLOWER & GARDEN say “Merry Christmas” for you. We'll 
send an attractive gift card announcing the gift as coming 
from you, . 


The proper edition for the area will be sent . . . and present 
subscriptions will be extended if it is a renewal order. 
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Here’s the Gift 
‘(Gardeners 


Want Most! 


Your Thoughtfulness Will Be 
Remembered for Years to Come 


With so many more people spending more time beautifying their 
gardens, they welcome with open arms any help to grow bigger, 
better flowers and vegetables — handsome evergreens, shrubs and 
trees — more luxuriant lawns. A Soil Test Kit will do just that! 
Wonderful for Dad, Mother, friends, including “the one who has 
everything.” Also that young couple in their new home! 


Makes All Gardens Grow Better 


With a Soil Test Kit they'll grow larger, more colorful, more 
fragrant flowers than ever before —a gorgeous outdoor 
display and armfuls for bouquets. They'll have bigger, more 
delicious vegetables — the kind everyone likes to brag 
about. Their lawns will be rich and green, their gardens and 
grounds the pride and envy of the neighborhood. For house 
plants too. They'll use their Soil Test Kits year after year, 
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and thank you again and again for your wise selection. 


Easy As Reading a Thermometer! 


Popular Garden Kit 


Handsome case with 
jewel-like lucite cover 
makes it a delight to be- 
hold, a thrill to use (pic- 
tured above). A complete 
Soil Test Kit in every 


49s 


respect. Yet so simple and easy teen-agers 


can use it. 


Has everything. needed to 


make 50 tests for nitrogen, phosphorus, 
potash and lime (acidity). Easy-to-follow 
directions. Charts list 125 different flow- 
ers, vegetables, etc. You can give years of 


gardening pleasure for only $6.98. 


Horticultural Kit 


The ideal outfit for everyone in- 
terested in keeping garden and 
grounds at their best .- 

This handsome kit in rugged steel 
chest will give a lifetime of serv- 
ice. Full instructions and charts 
for 225 different flowers, vege- 
lables, fruits, lawns. A favorite 
with better gardeners everywhere. 
Makes over 150 tests. Has four 
times as much testing solutions, 
more and larger equipment. Own- 
ers say it’s more valuable than all 
their tools put together. Big value, 
low cost... only $15.95. 


Super deLuxe Kit 


For those to whom you wish to 
give the best! Just as simple to use. 
Handsome, streamline, functional 
welded steel chest with piano- 
hinge lid and carrying handle. Has 
12 times as much testing solutions, 
built-in test tube rack, more equip- 
ment. Complete instruction book 
and charts for 225 different flowers, 
Vegetables, etc. Now only $29.95. 


STORES, GARDEN CENTERS, 
NURSERIES 


Be sure you have these hand- 
some aids for better gardening 
in stock right now to supply 
your Christmas shoppers. Write 
for special offer today. 


Better Garden Guarantee 


Inside each Kit is the famous Sudbury Better Garden 
Guarantee — your assurance of your friends’ success. 


Orders Mailed Same Day Received 


Use the Order Blank right away! When Kits arrive, 
you'll be so pleased you'll want to order more before 
Christmas. Enclose check or money order and save $1.22 

to $3.55 in postal charges. 


SuDBURY 
SOIL TEST KITS 


Sudbury Laboratory, Box 34R, Sudbury, Mass. 


Takes the Guesswork Out of Gardening 


Here’s how the Sudbury Soil Test Kit works: You 
learn from the soil itself just which plant foods and 
how much are needed. It avoids using the wrong kinds 
or too much, which can do more harm than good. 
It tells where lime is needed and how much (pH), for 
lilacs, peonies, vegetables, etc. Also how to correct 
the soil for acid-loving plants like rhododendrons, 
azaleas, blueberries. 


No Knowledge of Chemistry Needed 
Takes only 10 minutes — even the first tests will be 
accurate, reliable. It’s first aid for the amateur and, 
the expert’s constant guide. A fascinating hobby, rich 
in garden rewards. Gardeners learn more about their 
soil than from a lifetime of gardening. They'll have 
good luck with everything they grow! 


SEND NO MONEY 


Order your Sudbury Soil Test Kits today C.O.D. 
plus postage, or send check and we will pay 
postage. Money-Back Guarantee. 


We'll Gift-Wrap and Mail FREE! 


Orders filled the same day received. If you wish, we'll 

. gift-wrap and mail direct. Last-minute orders up to 
December 18th will be delivered before Christmas. 

But order TODAY and avoid the holiday rush! 


COUPON FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 


—— ae eo ee ee 
Sudbury Laboratory, Box 34R Sudbury, Mass. 1 
Send me the Sudbury Soil Test Kits marked below: 
Popular Garden Kits @ $ 6.98 
Horticultural Kits @ $15.95 
Super deLuxe Kits @ $29.95 


eee is $ Send C.O.D. 
Send postpaid. plus postage. 





1 D Attached is list of names and addresses to whom please send 
Sudbury Kits direct with Christmas Card bearing my name. 


WORLD'S LARGEST MAKERS OF SOIL TEST KITS—OVER ‘2 MILLION NOW IN USE 
Flower & Garden Magazine November, 1959 
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The Cover—The African violet is 
‘Cavalier-—and although it is an old 
variety, Mrs. Clarence Kuder of Bowl- 
ing Green, Ohio, won the Silver Cup 
of the African Violet Society of Amer- 
ica, Inc., with a plant of this variety at 
the 1959 national African violet show. 
The Silver Cup is the highest award 
that may be won in the amat-ur divi- 
sion at the national show. 

—Photo by Bernice Brilmayer 


PHOTO CREDITS 


10—Velta L. Spears 

12—Sarah Peters 

13—Hamilton Mason 

14—Tinari Greenhouses 

16—Spears 

17—top, Richard Sparke, lower, Spears 

18—Dick Kent Photography 

19—top & center, Dorothy Boote; lower, Krueger 

20—Rider-Philpott Studio, Rider-Philpott, Hale Van 
Scoy, Spencer Gifts, Burpee, Photo-Art Com- 
mercial Studio, Osborne-Kemper-Thomas. 

21—W. D. Allen Co., Portable Electric Tools, Lawn- 
Boy, Rider-Philpott, Schneider, Radio Steel and 
Mig. Co., Gliessman Studio, Porter-Cable. 

22—Duncraft, Blair’s, John Charles Co., Dinah Dee, 
Moultrie, Miles-Kimball, Arthur F. Owen, Inc. 

23—Brookville Glove Co., Rider-Philpott, Downs, 
Dorsey's, Borden, Nichols, Rider-Philpott. 

24—Vermont Crossroads Store, Mother Hubbard, 
Growers Supply, House Plant Corner, Artisan 
Galleries, Marjorie Marder, Poulette Co., Craft- 
house Mfg. Co., Northwest Corner Store. 

25—Blick’s Studio 

26, 27, 28, 29—Kari Berggrav 

30—top, Berggrav; middle, Merry Gardens; lower, 
Berggrav 

3i—top, Bruce Thompson; center and lower, Paul 
E. Genereux 

32—left, Philip G. Corliss; right, Thompsen 

33—top, George Park; left, Merry Gardens; right, 
Berggrav 

38—Bernice Brilmayer 

39—Peggie Schulz 

40, 41—Olga R. Tiemann 

45—Krueger 

46—Peters 
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GARDENS UNDER GLASS 


Ixoras Indoors—Hamilton Mason 
New Color in Your Violet Collection—Anne Tinari 
Do You Want a Home Greenhouse? 
16 : Happy Hours, Under Glass—Kitty M. Simpson 
18 : Fun for Five—and a Little Profit—with a Greenhouse— 
Luella Thornburgh 

19 : Six Green Thumbs—Caryl Waller Krueger 
: Easiest of Window Sill Orchids—Kari Berggrav 
: Gesneriads Really Bloom Indoors—Elvin McDonald 


GARDENING IN GENERAL 


12 : Golden Rain Trees Give Joy in Every Season—Sarah Peters 
20 : F&G’s Santa Says... 

29 : Protecting Fruit Trees From Rabbits—Mary M. Smith 

34 : Power Up To Clear the Snow—Frank A. Bartonek 


REGULAR FEATURES 


4 : All Around Mid-America 
: West—Leonard A. Yager 
: North—Robert A. Phillips 
: Heart—Stanley R. McLane 
: East—Victor H. Ries 
: Mid-South—Kitty Simpson 
11 : Southwest—Robert H. Rucker 
Flower Arrangement of the Month: Study in Rounds—Mrs. Howard Baldwin 
and Mrs. Forrest K. Bryan 
Live and Learn—William Hull 
Garden Club Talk—Peggie Schulz 
In House and Greenhouse: Portrait Gallery of Plants of Small Clans— 
Elvin McDonald; 
Project for Hybridizers—Elvin McDonald 
Beginning Gardener: Conservation in the Garden—Olga R. Tiemann 
The Forum—C. L. Quear 
In Our Own Back Yard 


FLOWER & GARDEN Magazine for Mid-America is published monthly by Mid-America Pub 
lishing Corp., 543 Westport Road, Kansas City 11, Mo. Second class postage paid at Kansas City, Mo, 
and at additional mailing offices. Subscription rates: $3 per year in United States. Subscriptions t 
U. S. possessions, Canada and other foreign countries not accepted. Copyright 1959 by Mid-America 
Publishing Corp. Printed in U. S. A. Care will be taken in handling unsolicited manuscripts 
photographs, but FLOWER & GARDEN Magazine will not be responsible in case of loss. All such 
material should be accompanied by return postage. 

In changing subscription address, please allow eight weeks advance notice, and send both old 
and new addresses. 
ie Send form 3579 to: Mid-America Publishing Corp., 543 Westport Rd., Kansas 
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Pat. Pending 


Niresk Industries Chicago 47, Illinois 


Save by Mail on Exquisite 
ste. PLANT STANDS 


To have garden beauty indoors all year ‘round 


@ Heavy gauge steel @ Sets up in a jiffy without tools 
@ Use indoors or outdoors © Rustproof and chip proof 


FOR AFRICAN VIOLETS, IVY, SWEET POTATO 
VINES and many other PLANTS 


First time ever offered at this low price. Revolving arms—for 
plant sunning, watering, and different room arrangements— 
extend outward 5 inches to 10 inches from center. Holds 10 
standard size pots including ore 8 inch pot in the bottom center. 
Expanded filigree metal totem pole may be filled with moss to 
provide moisture and act as rooted anchor for climbing plants, 


Your choice: wrought iron black or tropical white 
in permanent baked enamel finish. 


DELUXE 3 SHELF PLANT TABLE 


Smart functional design fits living 
room, porch, den, and bedroom. Each 
shelf set forward to allow head room 
for tall growing plants. Guard rails 
in front and back. Size 26” x 20” x 
24”. Sets up in seconds, no tools 


SMART 2 SHELF PLANT TABLE 


Lower shelf has aluminum tray, holds 
water to nourish plants while you’re 
—. Harmonizes with living room 
—— furniture. All edges beauti- 
smooth, will not scratch or mar 

ae size 30” x 10” x 24” high. Sets 


needed. Wrought iron black or tropi- =p in seconds, no tools needed. 
cal white. rought iron black or tropical white. 


Plants and pots not included 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


Niresk Industries, Dept. ESA-2 MAIL TODAY 
Chicago 47, Illinois 
PLEASE SEND FOLLOWING ON MONEY BACK GUARANTEE: ___ | enclose __— 
a Swinging arm plant stand $5.95 
—_____Swinging arm plant stand with pots $6.95 plus 80c each a 
2 shelf plant table $4.95 for postage and 
packing. 1 


3 shelf plant table $5.95 
Color 


Name — —--_-___- “ waa * ‘a | enclose 

Address = ol . Sa — $1.00 deposit, 
‘ ship C.O.D. 

City State 





CONTROL ENGLISH SPARROWS 


FOOLPROOF 
NEW TRAP 


Now_you can con- 
trol English Spar- 
rows when too 
numerous around 

your premises with guaranteed ‘“‘elevator-type’’ Havahart 
Trap. Factory built. No resetting, bait lasts for weeks. 
Rustproof. Humane. Songbirds released unhurt. Low price. 
MONEY-BACK TRIAL OFFER. Send today for free new 
40-page booklet on trapping secrets illustrated by Carl 
Burger. 


HAVAHART, 205-N Water Street, Ossining, N. Y. 
Please send me FREE new 40-page booklet and price list. 
Name i 


Address 





YEAR'S FINEST CATALOG VALUE! 


ot LP) 


68 pages of gorgeous natural 25¢ 
color — over 1300 varieties! 
qeeeten 8 finest book & your best source of 
health blooming -size rennials 
GOaRANTEA EED by the * Wilds” of Missouri 
Packed with money-saving offers & advice. 


ares LL ld &S Son 


cate GX-119 


Daylilies 


25¢ TODAY! 


Have the new huge white rose ARDELLE 
in your garden next year. Its beautifully 
formed blossom, high standing buds and 
gracefully curling petals will make each of 
the plant’s many, many 100 petal blossoms 
a thrill and delight. Each $2.50, 3 for $6.60 
Melvin E. WYANT, Rose Specialist, Inc. 
208 Johnny Cake Ridge, Mentor, Ohio 
Fall Rose ae, Free on Request 
( Adv. ) 


FABULOUS GIFT IDEA! 
“Gardeners Monthly Guide and Log” 


A book for the home gardener 


Excellent to Give, $ 2 


Fine to Have 
© postpaid 


JO MEYER+3 LADUE LANE~ CLAYTON 24, MO. 


SELECTED CONTAINERS 


and accessories. Catalog 
which includes suggestions 
for flower arrangement 10¢. 


Ceramic USUBATA $4.50. Add 
10% to cover mailing costs. 


Marjorie Marder, Box D 
909 Hollywood Dr., Monroe, Mich. 


PRIZE RANUNCULUS 


SPECIAL $1.00 OFFER: 50 bulbs of the fin- 
est strain (famous for giant, double flowers). 
Or 100 bulbs for $1.85 plus ten cents postage. 
Giant flowering anemone same price. 
Illustrated bulb catalogue, 10 cents 
BOB ANDERSON FLOWER BULBS 
179-A South Vermont Avenue Los Angeles 4, Calif. 


Leore Landscape Design at Home 


© Easy to follow method 
© Garden design, horticulture, 
drafting, mapping. field work 
© 45 illustrated lessons 
m © FREE business cards, monthly 
letter, consultation service 


¢ 43rd year 
acai. by Naf‘l Home on Council (Charter Member) 


AMERICAN LANDSCAPE SCHOOL 
Dept. 9119 4040 42nd Street Dés Moines 10, lowa 


SEND 25c 
FOR 
COLOR 
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A Month to Study 
Plant Propagating 


A fascinating 
facet of garden- 
ing is the science 
of plant propa- 
gation. Garden- 
ers consciously or 
unconsciously use 
one or more 
propagation 
methods in pro- 
ducing their gar- 
den plants. The simple act of raising 
plants from seeds is one important 
method. “Slipping” a geranium, plant- 
ing a gladiolus corm, or transplanting 
young strawberry runner plants are 
other recognized methods of vegeta- 
tive propagation. 

Why so many different methods? 
Gardeners have learned through ex- 
perience that one method of propa- 
gation works best with one species of 
plant, another method works best 
with another, and so on. Often sev- 
eral methods can be used with a par- 
ticular species. The best method there- 
fore depends on the kind of plant, 
the season of year, facilities available, 
and so on. ' 

For example, if one wishes to re- 
produce the McIntosh apple, the 
propagator can start it from hard- 
wood cuttings, bench grafting, bud- 
ding, or even air-layering. If interested 
in producing a large number of new 
plants he would use a grafting or 
budding method. If he has more time 
in winter, he will bench-graft, or if 
he has more time in summer he may 
use one of several budding methods. 
If interested in only a small number 
of plants, he might use an air layerage 
method. If he were to grow seeds 
from a McIntosh apple he would find 
they would not come true to variety, 
and also that it would take several 
years longer for trees to reach fruit- 


For the 

western and 

high plains states 

of Mid-America 

by 

Leonard A. Yager 


Montana State College 


All 
Around 


Mid-America 


ing age as compared with grafted 
plants. 

Most herbaceous perennials, orna- 
mental trees and shrubs and small 
fruits are propagated by vegetative 
means. This is especially true where 
many horticultural varieties (or 
clones) exist as in dahlia, lily, gladi. 
olus, apples, plums, lilacs and flower. 
ing crab apples. 


The vegetative propagation can be 
grouped into five categories. These are 
(1) cuttings, (2) layering, (3) graft. 
ing and budding, (4) division and 
separation and (5) use of specialized 
organs and structures such as bulbs, 
corms, rhizomes, tubers, runners, root- 
stocks and others. 

Of the various methods, cuttings are 
the most widely used. Both herba- 
ceous and woody plants lend them- 
selves to this method. Herbaceous 
plants, like chrysanthemums, African 
violets, coleus and geraniums are 
propagated from the stem or upper 
parts of the plant. In a few plants, 
such as Oriental poppy, phlox, and 
horse-radish, root pieces are employed. 
Usually the end tip of the plant gives 
the best source of cutting material 
although other parts may be satisfac- 
tory. These are known as softwood 
cuttings. Many plants will reproduce 
from leaves or parts of leaves. These 
include numerous succulents, African 
violets, gloxinias, and begonias. These 
are called leaf, leaf bud or mallet cut- 
tings. 

If young stem tips are taken from 
woody plants during the growing sea 
son before the tissue becomes hard, 
these are called greenwood cuttings 
Hardwood cuttings are taken in fall 
or winter after deciduous plants are 
dormant. Poplars, willows, dogwood: 
and other woody plants are frequently 
handled this way. 

Propagation by division and sepa 
ration or by using various specialized 
storage structures of plants are meth- 
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is used to increase many important 
plants, including dahlias, gladiolus, tu- 
ips, daffodils, iris and certain grasses. 

Gardeners who want to delve fur- 
ther into the subject of propagation 
will find Montague Free’s book “Plant 
Propagation in Pictures” very helpful. 
Experiment stations and extension 
ervices of many colleges and univer- 
ities throughout the country have ex- 
cellent bulletins available on this sub- 
ject. 


Keeping Roses, Mums 
From Winter's Toll 


In Most of our 
area hard frosts 
have come by 
mid- November. 
Mild weather 
sometimes holds 
until Thanksgiv- 
ing leaving some 
of the hardier 
annuals such as 
snapdragons, 
stocks, sweet alyssum, lobelia, verbena 
and petunias still in bloom if they 
have been protected. Garden mums 
and roses can be expected to supply 
superb blooms right up to a general 
freeze-up. 

Dead tops of perennials should be 
rmoved and burned to destroy dis- 
eases and insects that might winter 
wer on them. This is one of the best 
ways to keep down populations of 
harmful insects and to decrease disease 
in the garden. Perennials are more 
subject to pest problems from year to 
year than are annuals. Nevertheless, it 
is important to dig up and remove an- 
nuals, too (root and all) after killing 
frosts because the common pests of 
these plants also will overwinter on 
them. 

Many gardeners leave dead plant 
tops intact over winter to serve as a 
mowcatch, thereby protecting the 
roots and conserving moisture. When 
insects and diseases have been a prob- 
lem, however, it would be better to 
destroy the dead foliage and provide 
a winter mulch of a more sanitary 
kind. 

Cultivating between perennials be- 
fore the ground freezes will make the 
soil more receptive to moisture and 
will kill some grubs and other soil in- 
sects. Loosening the soil also provides 
better environment for helpful soil 
bacteria. 
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finest 

new 

shrub Vhs 
in 

50 


years 
+. 
Fragrant 


Snowball 


VIBURNUM 
Caricephalum 


Wayside’s catalog offers so much! 


What ‘‘Webster’s Unabridged” is to dictionaries, 
Wayside’s Catalog is to gardening! This new, 256 
page Spring Catalog is the most complete, the most 
comprehensive, the most colorful treasury of modern 
horticulture ever published. It is unequaled for the 
range and quality of its selections . . . unequaled for 
its wealth of gardening ideas and information . . . un- 
equaled for its 1800 ‘Pedigreed”’ plants, new shrubs, 
stunning roses, exotic lilies, rare bulbs and flowering 
trees. You simply cannot find as many fine subjects in 
any other catalog! You can be sure that every Wayside 
subject is grown under constant supervision, tested by 
experts and packed with the greatest of care. When 
you receive a Wayside shipment, you get more than 
plants . . . you get pure gardening pleasure from the 
first day of planting and for years to come. 


219MENTOR AVE., MENTOR, OHIO 


WERT ec 


New VIBURNUM, Carlcephalum 

A modern and very fragrant version of the 

ever-popular Snowball. Winner of highest 

honors at famous Royal Horticultural 

Show in London. Large, 6” clusters of 

fragrant white flowers bloom lavishly on 

graceful 6 ft. plants. The foliage of this 

handsome shrub is brilliant in the fall 
SEND FOR THE WORLD’S FINEST 
HORTICULTURAL BOOK-CATALOG 

To get your copy of the most complete 

garden catalog ever compiled, please en- 

close $1.00 with your request to cover 

postage and handling costs of this heavy 

256 page garden book. This is more than a 

catalog. It’s a handy refer- 

ence guide, full of bhelp- 

ful cultural directions, to 

be kept in your library 

for constant reference. 


Gardens 


Are you sharing FLOWER & GARDEN Magazine with your 
friends? They can subscribe for | year at just $3.00. 
Send orders to 543 Westport Road, Kansas City | 1, Mo. 


“TAKE IT EASY” with 


F=ArM-ETTE 95 


SNOW PLOW 
ATTACHMENT 


MANTUA, OHIO 


This beats old-fashioned snow 
Big 42” 
wide bull-dozing blade makes 


cleaning methods. 


short work even of deep snow. 
Plow adjustable—right, left 
or head on. Blade can also 
be used for light grading. 
Also available—Farm-Ette 55 
Self-Propelled Snow Thrower 
for “taking it easy”. For litera- 
ture on both models—and 


available attachments, write 


Dept. FAG 119 
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Send for our Christmas Gift Folder listing 
Oregon grown HOLLY and other EVER- 


GREENS, PLANTS and BULBS suitable 
as Gifts for the Holiday Season. All illus- 
trated in natural colors. Your copy will be 
sent immediately upon request. 


Willi: Mane Gardens 


Box 38-FGI1 BORING, OREGON 
OOOO QQ OOY 





P 2D Oregon ROSES 


Write for FREE Color Catalog 
of Famous P&D Introductions 
including latest GOLD MEDAL 
and SWEEPSTAKE WINNERS 


PETERSON & DERING 


Rose Growers 


» BEGONIAS 


Harrold’: Pedigreed 
\ AMERICAN GROWN 


TUBERS 
SEEDS PLANTS 


America’s Most Complete Line 











“CATALOGUE 10c i P.O. BOX 29-HF 
CRANTS PACS, 
HARROLD’S “ orccon 





For more and better 
houseplants from cuttings... 


Try the simple 
e 


“Rootone Dip 


Gi ee 





New, improved Rootone now contains indole butyric 
acid that adds new rooting power to its already effec- 
tive formula. Use Rootone indoors and out—for 
house plants, for softwood, hardwood or summer 
cuttings. Rootone with fungicide added helps pre- 
vent “damping off” and other soil-borne diseases. 
¥, -0z. packet 35c; 2-oz. jar $1.25. 


ROOTONE 


AMCHEM PRODUCTS, INC. 
(Formerly American Chemical Paint Co.) 
Niles, Calif e AMBLER, PA. « St. Joseph, Mo. 
Rootone and Amchem are registered 
trademarks of Amchem Products, Inc. 


Where annuals have been growing 
the soil can be dug deep and left 
rough. A six-inch layer of barnyard 
manure on the cultivated soil will 
bring great benefits in spring. The 
manure can then be worked into 
the ground to complete the soil im- 
provement program. Manure also can 
be placed between perennials. This of 
course must be done carefully so as 
not to get any too close to them. 


Bulb Protection 


It is best to get tulip bulbs into 
the ground as soon as possible so that 
they can start to root. To prevent 
quick penetration of extreme cold, 
cover the soil with a six-inch layer 
of leaves right after planting the 
bulbs. Water deeply before placing 
the mulch. This is a good procedure 
for all bulbs planted this fall. 


Roses in Winter 


One of the latest methods of pro- 
tecting roses here is to cover them 
with .leaves several feet deep. The 
plants are not hilled with soil at the 
base (which is the usual method) nor 
are the tops cut back. The bed is en- 
circled with chicken wire and leaves 
are piled until they make a high 
mound in the center. Then chicken 
wire, boards or branches are placed 
on top to hold down the leaves. Grow- 
ers who have used this method report 
good results and few losses. Poisoned 
mouse bait must be scattered among 
the plants before covering because 
the leaf mulch makes a nice home 
for mice during winter and the rose 
canes provide a handy food supply. 


Until freeze-up, dormant shrubs and 
trees can be planted bare-root, ex- 
cept roses, fruit trees, flowering crab 
apples, hawthorn, red leafed barberry, 
euonymus, Russian olive and buffalo 
berry. If balled and burlapped all of 
these except roses can be planted 
safely. 


Now is the best time to prepare a 
new bed for roses, which in the North 
should be planted in spring only. 


Garden mums are not completely 
hardy here. Usually the percentage of 
survival is small. A sure way of win- 
tering them is to dig a clump (or two) 
of each variety and plant in a cold 
frame. After freezing weather cover 
them deeply with leaves or hay. Wa- 
terproof paper placed over all will 


keep the plants safely dry during 
winter, 































Moving Native Trees 9‘ 
A Risky Investment J ae: 
Every fall and by to 
spring thousands we s 
of native trees int ie 
are dug from our met 
woods for trans- 5, the i. 
planting to home _ heart of 7. 
grounds. Usually, Mid-America stake 
this effort is 7 - 
tanley R. McLane & atten 
wasted. The trees landeomne Sepertii Fi 
seldom withstand Country Club District 
the shock of poor Kansas City, Missouri bulb: 
digging, improper transportation and pees 
lack of proper planting and care, unp! 
Other causes of failure: selection of § 
kinds of trees which are difficult to ay 
transplant; selection of trees which oe 
are too large or are too small and ng 
stunted, or are diseased or insect in- 
fested. Late spring transplanting after 
the trees have leafed out lessens their ‘s 
chance of ever leafing out again. - 
After trees have shed their foliage, gro 
the shock and “pain” of transplant- § ,,,. 
ing will be at a minimum. Select kinds J ne. 
which transplant readily. It is better § af 
not to select any shade tree types J q,,, 
larger than two inches in diameter. J ,}, 
American elm, sugar maple, soft J 4), 
maple, green ash, white ash, hack § aw 
berry and pin oak are the shade trees : 
usually selected. Choose stocky, thrifty pr 
trees in the open or at the edge of J 4, 
the thicket. W 
Trees which are usually very difi- J ,., 
cult to transplant successfully are wale 4, 
nuts, hickories and pecans. If you § ,, 
wish to try these choose small plants § 
about a foot high. Redbuds three to a 
four feet high usually move easily. § 4g 
Wild crab apple and hawthorn are Jo, 
more difficult. Flowering dogwood 
should be handled very carefully in p 
small sizes only. The short-leaf pine q 
(Pinus echinata), the only native pine . 
in Missouri, is very difficult to trans- a 
plant but the native red cedar (/Juni- : 
perus virginiana) moves easily if prop- t 


erly handled. 

In moving native trees dig them 
carefully to get as many roots as pos 
sible; leave as much soil on the roots 
as you can; cover roots with wet bur- 
lap sacks. Tie trees in bundles, place 
moist peat moss or wet straw about 
the roots and cover tightly with can- 
vas or paper while in transportation. 


Planting 


Dig holes large enough to suit the 
trees; prune about half the twig 
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gowth from small trees or more if | 


the scarcity of roots demands it; prune 
larger elms and sugar maples severely, 
by topping back and cutting most of 
the side branches back to the main 
sem (this is the “pruning to a pole” 
method which is the main secret in 
wansplanting larger native trees). 
After planting, the trees should be 
staked and watered and during the 
summer they should receive careful 
attention. 

Finish planting spring flowering 
bulbs soon, before rainy weather or 
freezing temperatures make the job 
unpleasant. If bulbs have not yet ar- 
rived, the beds where they are to go 
should be mulched with leaves to keep 
the ground from freezing until plant- 
ing is done. 


Dutch Iris 


Dutch iris bulbs may be 


Hardy 


planted now. They should be set late | 


enough each season so that no top 
growth will appear before 
weather. 


freezing 
Late top growth usually 
means blighted flowers. In late spring 
after blooming, the bulbs should be 
dug, sorted and stored until late fall 
when they may be reset. Two good 
blue varieties are ‘Imperator’ 
‘Wedgewood.’ 

Inspect shrubs and trees for the 
presence of pests. Bagworm cases 
should be pulled off and destroyed. 
White, frothy-appearing egg masses 
are probably those of the white marked 
tussock moth and should be removed 
and squashed. If the wild cherry tree 
was attacked last spring by the tent 
caterpillar, examine small twigs for 
elongated, encircling egg masses of the 
overwintering pest, and destroy them. 

The two- to three-inch brown 
pointed cocoons sealed tightly to twigs 
of Bechtel’s crab apple, lilacs, soft 
maple or birch contain resting pupae 
of the beautiful Cecropia moth. This 
insect is usually more of a novelty 
than a pest. If you are a little “buggy 
and like to study them (as I do) take 
a few cocoons into the house where 
the moths will emerge during the win- 
ter, showing their four-inch, gorgeous- 
colored wings. 

The light colored one and one- 
fourth inch capsule-shaped cocoons 
dangling from the tips of branches on 
the white birch, belong to the Poly- 
phemus moth, another large, beauti- 
ful moth that is comparatively rare 
in these parts. 


and 
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han 


illinois 


Rockford, 
LARGE CUSHION 


MUMS 


BLOOM THIS YEAR! 


4 for $100 


9 for $2.00, one extra Red 


One Each — Red, Yellow, Bronze, 
White. Each separately labeled. 
Have hundreds of gorgeous blooms year after 
year on hardy plants 2 ft. high, 3 ft. across. Bloom 
the first year. $1.00 for 4, $2.00 for 9, one extra 
red, postpaid. No C.O.D. please. Satisfaction guar- 

anteed. Order “Offer No. 10”. 


giant TULIPS 


50 for $325 


25 for $1.75 


These large sized Dutch 
Bulbs are of the long, state- 
ly stemmed variety. They 
will bloom the first season. 
Choice of colors: Red, Yel- 
low, Lavender, Purple Pink, 
White, or Mixed Colors. 
(Specify color desired). 25 for $1.75; 50 for 
$3.25; 100 for $6.00 Postpaid. No C.O.D. please. 
Order “Offer No. 19”. 


Christmas Cactus 


HOUSE PLANTS 
SPECIAL OFFER ONLY 


$125 oa. 2 for $225 


Have an abundance of gor- 
geous red blooms indoors from 
Christmas to Easter. Thrives 
outside all spring and sum- 
mer. Blooms almost contin- 
uously. Ideal year ’round 
plant. Beautiful foliage. 
Hardy, easy to grow. 

Special offer only $1.25 ea.; 
2 for $2.25; 4 for $4. Post- 
paid. No C.O.D. please. 
Order “Offer No. 40’’. 


MON Plants 


Each $1.00 


2 for $185 


DWARF EVER-BEARING 
HOUSE PLANT 


Unique pot plant, 

real edible fruit. Lovely, 

Fragrant, waxy white flow- 

ers, followed by large juicy 
limited. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
for $1.85 postpaid. No. C.O.D. 
‘Offer No. 12”. 


DWARF 
ORANGE | 
PLANT 


Beautiful fragrant blooms 
followed by large. 
edible fruit. Get this out- | 
standing novelty today. j 
Each $1.00, 2 for $1.85 

postpaid. NO C.0.D. PLEASE. | 
Order “Offer No. 13”. | 


OFFER NO. 18 


1 LEMON PLANT 


grows 


lemons. Supply 
Each $1.00, . 
please. Order ‘ 


Offer Offer 


Gentlemen: 


1 ORANGE PLANT 


l 
1 
for $1 75 $2.00 | 
i 


ADDRESS 


 —=s 
Value Coe¥ 


NO C.O.D. PLEASE. 


Offer 
tasty, § 10 12 13 


NAME -— 


RRR Eis 
FALL SPECIALS 


me 16 eee 


BEAUTIFUL 


= DELPHINIUM 


PLANTS — $2.50 VALUE 


4 for $190 


2 Dark Blue and 2 Light Blue, well 
developed, nicely rooted. Will add 
beauty and dignity to your perennial 
garden. The nation’s favorite Hardy 
Perennial. Grow more beautiful each 
season. Supply limited. $1.00 for 4, 
$1.75 for 8, postpaid. No C.O.D. 
please. Order “Offer No. 39". 


GIANT MIXED 


HYACINTHS 
5 for $190 


Enjoy these beautiful flowers in 
your own garden. Mixed colors 
—pinks, blues, whites, reds and 
yellows. Only 5 for $1.00, 10 
for $1.75 postpaid. No C.O.D. 
please. Order “‘Offer No. 41”. 


CARNATION 
PLANTS 


HARDY PERENNIALS 


4 tor $4 °° 


Easy to grow loads of big 

blooms. Ideal for cut flowers. 

GIANT One each—Red, Pink, Yellow, 

SIZE White — all separately labeled. 

4 for $1.00 — 8 for $1.75. Postpaid. No C.O.D. 
please. Order “Offer No. 34”. 


PHLO 


STRONG, HARDY 
PERENNIAL PLANTS 


3 for $300 
6 for $1.75 

Will bloom in your garden 
for years. One each — Red, 
Purple and Pink. Separate- 
ly labeled. Send only $1 for 
3, $1.75 for 6 — sent post- 
paid. No C.O.D. please. 
Order “Offer No. 24’. 


AFRICAN VIOLETS 


only $4 °° 


Newest introduction... ‘‘Dou- 
ble Neptune’. 214” deep blue 
flowers. Limited Supply. Sent 
postpaid, only $1.00 each. 
No C.O.D. please. Don’t de- 
lay. Order “Offer No. 17”, 


A new, different type. Numerous combined colors. Large pack- 
et and Big New Color Catalog FREE with 3 or more Offers. 


| THESE OFFERS CANNOT BE BROKEN OR SUBSTITUTED 


eS fe “ “iO be 
Offer Offer Offer Offer Offer Offer Offer Offer 


17 18 19 24 34 39 40 41 


R. H. SHUMWAY Seedsman 
DEPT. 208, ROCKFORD, 


ILLINOIS 


Please send Offers checked. Enclosed find $———__—_ 
NO C.O.D. PLEASE. 


— STATE— 


Add 15¢ for pecking and | handling on one offer. Add 25¢ for 
2 or more offers. 
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Good Shrubs 
Often Overlooked 


WITH every- 
one looking for 
the “new” plants 
we often over- 
look some of our 
best ones that 
have been in 
nurseries for 
— This is es- Victor H. Ries 
pecially true of gj, 
shrubs. There 
are dozens of kinds that are among the 
most reliable, yet are all too seldom 
used. 

One of the oldest in years of culti- 
vation is the cornelian cherry, Cornus 
mas. Besides making a good screen it 
can be sheared into one of the best 
hedges. The foliage stays good through 
the season, following myriads of small 


Be t Peas 
Pies nD OS 


Choicest colors—scarlet, rose, salmon, blue, white. 

All exquisitely waved and frilled, the world’s finest 
Sweet Peas! Fall sowing produces deeper roots and 
stronger vines—avoids the risk of planting delays next 
spring due to bad weather. You’ll have earlier, larger 
flowers, on longer stems—and a longer season of bloom! 
We’ll mail postpaid with easy directions all 5 Packets of 
Seeds, 1 of each color, grown on Burpee’s own Floradale 
Farms—$1.25 value for only 25c! Send 25c TODAY, at our risk. 


peeSeed W. Atlee Burpee Co. 300 Burpee suiding 


Catalog FREE Clinton, lowa or Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Riverside, California 


eastern states 
of Mid-America 


FOR YOUR 


INDOOR PLANTS 


RED ROBIN LIVING FENCE 
rane wage 


PERMANENT 
NES 


Dust- 
Resistance 


for Life Amazing, Hybrid, Red Rose Hedge 


a 
Tem Sm meso mes ee 


ete 


Le) 


Sensational Red Robin (Gloire Des Rosomanes) 
sweeping country. Surrounds property with beauty, 
protection. Little as 12c foot. Plant now, have Liv- 
ing Fence bursting with fragrant red hybrid roses, 


ostpaid. for FREE FULL COLOR BOOK TODAY! 


Ginden Nursery Co., Dept. 


_ ————= Now! ...Show All Your Friends 


You, Too, Have Lived Dangerously! 


YOUR NAME on a Genuine Bullfight Poster 
eeeeee ceeeeee 
Impress and puzzle your friends, with this large 17” x 
28” bullfight poster, featuring your name among those 
of other famous matadors. This authentic poster, using 
the original art work and printing plates in full color, 
makes a dramatic eye-catching decoration for home or 
office...or a truly personalized gift for your bull- 
throwing friends. Poster imprinted with your full name 
or any other name you specify—only $2.98 ppd. 2 
posters, with 2 different names—$5.75 ppd. 
Mailed in a round mailing tube, not folded. 
Ready to frame or hang on wall. 
Be the first matador in your set. Order now. 
Send check or money order « Available by mail only from 
SPENCER GHATS ssisvi'cig IE 
Atiantic City, N. J. 
S ees Copyright 1959 Spencer Gifts, Atlantic City, N. J. 


verlits Your “Garden Under Glass” 


Everlite’s complete precision pre- 
fabrication assures a lifetime of 
maintenance-free greenhouse 
gardening. 


Beautiful curved glass eaves har- 
monize with all types of homes 
—always in style. 


Automatic heating, venting, water- 
ing and humidification. Complete 
line of benches, shading panels 
and accessories for all Everlite 
installations. 


Write for price list and literature G119. 


Model 
G-2 


plluminum 


14615 Lorain Ave. . Cleveland 11, Ohio 


next spring. Grows to 6 foot fence, if desired. Send 


14N_ Sean Bruno, Calif. 


yellow flowers in very early spring. 
After the shrub has been in place 
ten years or more it should fruit. The 
red fruits are said to make excellent 
jelly, although they do not stay on 
the plant very long. 

Another old timer that can be used 
for a screen or sheared hedge is the 
amur maple, Acer Ginnala. It can 
also be trained as a tree for ranch 
type houses. The small maple-like 
leaves turn brilliant red in autumn. In 
July the small seeds are also bright 
red. Both the cornelian cherry and 
the amur maple branch well to the 
ground so there is seldom any need 
to plant lower growing shrubs in front 
of them. Both are very hardy. 

The European privet, Ligustrum 
vulgare, has long been out of style. 
But if you had been growing it in- 
stead of any of the other privets last 
winter there would have been no need 
to cut out dead wood last spring. It 
is hardy up into Manitoba. The foli- 
age stays on until cold weather. The 
white flowers in spring are followed 
by shiny black berries, decorative 
through the winter. It will grow in 
poorly drained soil. For a few years 
we were troubled with a blight on 
this shrub but it seems to have eased. 


Viburnums 


A native shrub deserving more at- 
tention is the sheep or nanny berry, 
Viburnum lentago. The foliage is 
glossy green and withstands dry sum- 
mers. It has gorgeous autumn color. 
And the blue black berries stay on 
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much of the winter. In many ways the 
nanny berry resembles its. sister shrub 
the black haw, Viburnum prunifo- 
lium. It is sometimes difficult to tell 
them apart. Both are good in sun or 
shade. The nanny berry usually grows 
wild in the open, the black haw along 
the edges of woods. There is no ques- 
tion as to their hardiness. They can 
be used as screens or sheared as 
hedges. I believe the birds prefer the 
fruit of the black haw if they have 
a choice. 

Another tough viburnum is the 
wayfaring tree, V. lantana. The leaves 
say on until cold weather and are 
not bothered by hot dry weather. The 
white flowers in the spring are not 
showy but are nice. The fruit is red 
at first but turns black. 

The old-fashioned Chinese lilac has 
been overlooked in the rush for more 
fashionable French hybrids. It does 
not have the trouble with oyster shell 
scale that the hybrids do, and there 
is seldom any trouble with its growing 
and blooming by the second season. 
As a shrub it is bushy and compact 
which is more than you can say for 
a lot of French hybrids. When it 
blooms, it is covered, year after year. 
It will get at least ten feet tall and 
almost as broad and should be planted 
only where there is room for a shrub 
of this size. 

Another native that has been 
pushed aside for a foreigner is the 
American highbush cranberry, Vir- 
burnum triloba. It does not usually 
have the plant lice on it that curl 
the leaves and distort the twigs of 
the European form. Otherwise it looks 
like the European sister. An easy way 
to tell them apart is to taste the ber- 
ries. The European tastes terrible— 
even the birds leave it alone until 
spring. The American does not taste 
quite as bad. 

Naturally, none of these shrubs 
should be planted in front of a porch, 
window, or even a house unless you 
are ashamed of it and do not want 
anyone to see it. Any of them can be 
planted this fall or next spring. 


A Woman President! 


Mrs. Nat Schoen, Vancouver, Wash- 
ington, has been elected as the new 
president of the American Rose Society. 
This is the first time in 60 years that 
a woman has been elected to this office. 
Mrs. Schoen is well known as a lecturer, 
author and rose grower. 


_ SS —_— — 
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Some Flowers, Shrubs 


In Fall Plans 


Mums domi- 
nate this month 
in our gardens. 
There is much WZZ 
work to be done. 
Plant daffodils 
at once in well 
prepared ground. 
Bone meal is the 
safest fertilizer. 
Thrifty buys are 
Dutch iris, Roman hyacinths and the 
graceful little candy stick tulip Clusi- 
ana, for these stay with us and multi- 
ply. 

Other tulips and exhibition hya- 
cinths are best put into the refrig- 
erator and planted in late December, 
kept cool but not frozen. 

The candlestick tree (Cassia alata) 
will be at its best this month. When 
the pea-like seeds have formed, and 
just before frost, cut the top with a 
goodly portion of stem and hang it 
upside down. Many more seeds will 
then mature for next year’s splendor. 

If you have not grown the small 
winter iris, stylosa, you have missed a 
January treat. These irises bloom from 
November to March, make a dense 
clump to 15 inches high with blooms 
very fragrant and almost as pretty as 
orchids. The common stylosa has lav- 
ender blue flowers. Stylosa alba has 
pure white blooms with a yellow 
patch. ‘Bridal Pink’ has clear, pale 
orchid-pink flowers. All should be 


For the 
mid-southern states 
of Mid-America 

by 

Kitty Simpson 


Louisiana 


grown more. They require no special | 


care. 


Oncos 

Oncobred irises are doing well in 
the South. These exquisite irises with 
their bizarre, beautiful colorings re- 
quire good drainage, full sun and 
little water in summer. ‘Beison Aga’ 
is dark grayish violet, streaked and 
washed with black. ‘Some Love’ is 
oyster white with tiny dots and pur- 
ple veins. Plant both stylosa and onco- 
bred irises now. 


Crinum Lilies 
Crinum lilies are found in all old 
Southern gardens. It is a man-size job 
to dig and separate a clump but it 
can be done and now is a good time 
to do it. Use bone meal for a slow, 
long lasting fertilizer when replanting. 
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Disappointed 
with your 
AFRICAN 

VIOLETS? 


Then get rid 
of that worn 
out dirt! 


Replace 
_. with 
hitra-grow 
AFRICAN 


RESULT... 
profuse 


blooms... 
luxuriant 


NITRA-GROW is now available in 
a special African Violet mix. It pro- 
vides everything needed to grow lux- 
urious African Violets with profuse 
blooms. It’s complete as it comes 
from the package...no guesswork... 
add no fertilizer! 


Ask for NITRA-GROW by name at dime stores, 
garden centers and better supermarkets... 
African Violet or All-Purpose formula. 


A product of the Nitragin Co., Inc. 
3207 W. Custer Ave. « Milwaukee 9. Wisc. 





A $5.50 Value Cuckoo Clock 
Direct from the Black Forest to you! 
/ want you to have this 


genuine Cuckoo Clock for 
only 


$95 


Hand-carved mahogany 
Hand-painted bird actually moves 
as it chirps. No winding; no key .. . 
runs by beautifully decorated pine- 
cone weights. Not a toy or novelty 
by any means—a full size clock. 
Shipped to you postpaid and duty- 
3 paid direct from Germany. 


color. 


Only $2.95 along with an order 
for one or more of the products 
offered below. 


CHECK-ORDER FORM, PRINTING NAME 
AND ADDRESS ON MARGIN. 


CLIP THIS ENTIRE SECTION AS YOUR 


Windowsill, Miniature 


ORCHIDS 


(Bletilla Hyacinthina) 


s It's easy to grow these 
lovely little orchids — no 
greenhouse or special 
equipment needed. Guar- 
anteed to bloom in 60-90 
days. Just plant the 
jumbo-size bulbs in pots, 
following simple instruc- 
tons. They'll shoot out 
flower spikes 6 to 8 in. 
tall; every spike with as 

many as 8 petite orchids, each 1-1/2 in. across 
. . @ delight all winter. 


12 to 3-inch 25 39 
[J 7 aoa [ ]6 for $4 
[] 12 for $6.49 ALL POSTPAID 


SPECIAL: Above Windowsill-ORCHID bulbs, to- 
gether with reg. $1 value 100-tab. btl. Plant Magic 
Vitamin B, for best growth: [] 3 bulbs and B,, 
$2.91; 0 6 bulbs and B,, $4. 89; (1012 bulbs and 
B,, $6.99, ppd. 


} 


Fluorescent 


GROWING 
LAMP 


j with 

j 20-watt Tubes 
Grow perfect African Violets and other plants from cut- 
ting to full bloom under one attractive setting! Solves clut- 
tered-window problem; summer light the year ‘round! 
Gives lesser light-intensities at ends for ivy, philodendron, 
etc. Top easily adjusts up and down, from 1 inch to 18, 
on tubular aluminum legs — to grow short or tall plants 
and to vary light strength as needed. Plant area, 20”x30”. 
© POSTPAID, complete with two 20-watt tubes, $19.95 
[) Same, non-adjustable, with 4 rigid V-legs, set 14-in. 

tt. and one 20-watt tube, $12.95 


PLANT and Utility ee an 
window SHELF . 
Lifetime-lasting, baked-on 
enamel over tough, dura- 
ble steel. Fits most win- 
dows without screws, but hidden screw holes are 
provided. Handy also anywhere in house as gen- 
eral-utility shelves. Choice of DULL BLACK or Hi- 


GLOSS WHITE. All postpaid. [) Four for only $3.98 
() Two for $2.38 [) One only, $1.39. 


z Plant Magic VITAMIN B. for plants 


Plants must have B, for healthy growth 
and prize blooms. Guarantee against de- 
ficiency by using these soluble tablets 
regularly when watering. B, also stops 
+ root shock in transplanting. Btl. 100 tabs. 
' (season supply) p’pd.: [) One bil., $1. 
“] Two only $1.49. 


MELLAR WEATHER-PROOFED DOME 


Seed stays dry in this 
hanging feeder. Widely 
used with sunflower seed 
for Chickadees, Nut- 
hatches, Titmice, etc. Just 
hang from tree limb, hori- 
zontal wire or window 
bracket. Feeder, complete 
of seed, all POSTPAID TO 
. $5.95. Extra sunflower seed: 

$27.50 


$3.31 [10 Ibs., $4.95 [) 100 lbs., 


with wire and bowl 
ee oo 
0 5 lbs., 


Single sheet 
8 ft. x 14 ft. 
black plas- 
tic 0015 ga. 


Holds 
moisture 
nutrients 

heat 


_ COMPOS 


Compost covered with a plastic sheet turns into 
rich, black humus without watering or turning. 
Just make the heap in the usual way, water it 
well and cover it with the plastic sheet. Seal the 
edges with earth. Try this exciting new, easier, 
quicker composting method now. Postpaid 

(1) One cover, $2.59 (1 Two, $4.79 = [7 Five, $9.74 


SD 
Plastic Compost Cover (above) only $1 
Save $1 oan order for any size ActivO below. 


° SOIL ENERGIZER, SEED BOOSTER, 
Actiw©® compost activator 


Extends and safens fertilizers, energizes soils, aids 
seed, activates septic tanks, turns waste into rich 
humus. 


] No. 7 (treats 1500 Ibs.)........................ = 2.95 p‘pd. 
No. 21 (treats 4500 Ibs.)... 
No. 100 (treats 12 tons) 
No. 200 (treats 24 tons)................. 
Compost Cover only $1.00 with ‘any above. 


The plants you've been reading about in your gar- 
spring, continue to bear for years. These are nerdy, 
=. Postpaid. 
._) Singly, either plant $2 ea. 

ST ANTING DIACTI©E! 
' the bench, bed or garden just like 
because they’re cleverly made with 
also means good ventilation (a 
> ble than peat; several ways supe- 
space; easily cleaned and re-used; 

$24.95; 1 5000, $74.50. 


a 
Dworf LEMON ond ORANGE 
den magazine... delicious, colorful fruit; fragrant, 
pastel blossoms. Should burst into bloom this 
oo well-rooted plants 
from 2Y%-in. pots. 
PLANTS 
- i ape CL] 2 a * ae $349 
SO 6 Deo choice $9.95 
ya LEMON -— ORANGE | 
/ ~ (Meyer) (Otaheite) § 
Yes, you can plant these shite 
pots (no transplant shock!) into 
peat pots — or use them for “‘dis- 
play’’ as you would any planter — 
hairline slits in the sides, and the 
tiny roots grow right thru. This 
_ fault with ordinary plastic pots) 
+ and moisture control. More dura- 
"> rior to clay. 3-in. tall; 2-in. top 
diam. Light weight; take less 
LOW COST. Plastic Potsies, post- 
paid D) 100 for only $2.95; () 1000, 
1-0 Send clock from Germany. $2.95 additional is 
inclosed. 


La a ey 
CUPBOARD 


Box 61-A, TERRE HAUTE 12P, INDIANA 


(Please print your name & address on margin below) 


I know of no bulb that gives more 
fragrant blooms with so little care, 
There are varieties that bloom spring, 
summer and fall. My favorite is Au. 
gust crinum, blooming from August 
to frost; stalks have a dozen fragrant 
white lilies with rose stripes and red 
anthers. 


August crinum 


Meratia (praecox), a small decidu- 
ous tree or shrub, likes loamy soil and 
grows well in half shade. In late De- 
cember and through January every 
twig is covered with small, yellow, 
bell-like blooms with a whisper of 
violet stripe, intensely fragrant. 

It is seldom listed in catalogs, but 
may be propagated from cuttings or 
from the giant apple-like seeds which 
are in the inch-long yellow fruit. 

A fragrant hybrid musk rose I 
recommend for vigor is prosaically 
named ‘Buff Beauty.’ It has arching 
branches to five feet, blooms all sea- 
son in heads of double two-inch buff 
yellow roses. A real goodie to put in 
the front of the shrubbery border or 
anywhere for that matter. All the nice 
things you have ever heard about the 
pink polyantha rose “The Fairy’ are 
true. It blooms all season and is the 
last to bloom in my garden. The final 
blooms grace my Christmas dining 
table. 

Dig, dry in the shade and pack in 
dry peat, sawdust or sand the fancy 
leaf caladiums and other tender bulbs. 
Put them where they will not freeze. 
If well drained and not crowded, 
dahlia tubers need not be dug. 

It is not too late to plant seeds of 
annual phlox, larkspur, California and 
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shirley poppies, hollyhock and corn- 
flowers. 

The latter part of November plant 
sweet peas, in deeply dug and well- 
enriched soil. Instead of in rows plant 
them in circles with a stake in the mid- 
dle holding a wire or string trellis. 
They are much more decorative this 
way. 


A Chance to Change 
Basic Garden Features 


THE FIRST 
killing frosts have 
put a stop to vis- 
ible activity in 
the garden. But 
there are many 
clear, — days of Mid-Americo 
that give the gar- by 
dener an urge to Robert H. Rucker 
dig. This is good —_University 
because digging °F Oklahoma 
the soil is one of the chief things that 
needs to be done in November. Ex- 
pose the soil to the freezing and thaw- 
ing action of winter. 


Garden Rebuilding 


Now is the time for rebuilding any 
areas of your garden that did not 
please you last season. If patio or 
terrace has been too small, if you are 
not satisfied with entrance and door- 
way plantings, if the walks are inade- 
quate, changes can be made or at 
least started now. If you are not sure 
about the approach to take on these 
problems, call in a professional land- 
scape architect or designer. 


Fall Clean-up 


Investigate the possibility of getting 
a leaf mill for the chore of removing 
leaves. These machines sweep leaves 
into. a hammer mill machine that 
grinds them into a mulch and returns 
them in a fine layer to the grass. Many 
such attachments can be used on 
lawn mowers. 

If falling leaves pack in drifts on 
lawns, they can smother out the grass. 
They are also a fire hazard. Investi- 
gate the new lawn dyes, if you want 
a green lawn for the winter. Applied 
according to directions, this material 
lasts all winter. A lawn treated in this 
way makes a good background for 
spring bulbs, especially crocus. 


Birds 
Many of our berried shrubs hold 
November, 1959 


For the 
southwestern 


their fruit quite late and are very 
tasty for the birds. Among the most 
popular are the elderberry (Sam- 
bucus), coralberry or Indian currant 
(Symphoricarpos) , and firethorn (Py- 
racantha). Being twiggy, these plants 
also provide some shelter. 

A gardener can always attract birds 
to the garden by keeping a supply of 
water available. In cold weather, this 
may become a problem. 


Winter Tree Care 


November is an excellent time to 
begin major tree repair work. Re- 
moval of competing or severely dam- 
aged limbs should be done before ice 
season sets in. By corrective bracing 
and cable work many weaknesses in 
trees can be corrected. Tree cavity 
work, although somewhat a specialty, 
can be done due to the confined na- 
ture of the work and the favorable 
weather for it during November. 
There are many books and periodicals 
on techniques of tree repair and care. 
In case of doubt, call a professional 
tree man for advice. 


Late Chores 


Dig, cure and store tuberoses fol- 
lowing the first hard freeze. Plant 
pansies for winter color; order plants 
in bud or bloom and mulch after 
planting with shredded barnyard ma- 
nure. Plant the “true” lilies now— 
goldband, Philippine, regal, Henry, 
etc. Include a few of the new hybrids 
—they are terrific! Dress up window 
boxes with young evergreens and plant 
them in permanent locations next 
spring. Continue planting spring- 
flowering bulbs this month. ¢ 


FIRST AID FOR LIMBS 


Despite the fact that we knocked the 
wet snow from many of our shrubs in 
the winter, we had some damage in the 
form of broken large limbs. Rather 
than prune them out we decided to try 
to save them. In many cases our method 
resulted in successful mends and saved 
the shrub from disfigurement. Here was 
the method: we used Scotch Brand No. 
33 black plastic electrical tape (or 
equivalent) and tree wound paint. We 
“set” the break; bound it with the tape; 
and then painted all taping with tree 
wound paint. The tape makes a tight, 
waterproof bind which will not rot out 
and will give with expansion of the 
limb. The paint may not be necessary, 
but seemed to help a little. The num- 
ber of binds depends on the size and 
strain involved—our method is not in- 
tended for tree limbs. 


M. Peacock, Jr. 
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get a 
GREENHOUSE 


gee the ever-increasing num- 

rc of happy home gardeners 

who have said “‘Let’s get a 

<< greenhouse” and are now en- 

joying gusdening at its very 

best. Send today for Lord & 

Suashnae’ s new full color 

catalog and see how very 

inexpensive it is to indulge in 

your favorite hobby any time you please . . . 365 
days a year. 


See why the gardener with an Orlyt has no 
weather problem. It’s mever too hot, never too 
cold, mever too rainy, never too anything . . . 
the weather is always just right. hat’s more 

your plants are at comfortable bench height, 
up ‘where you can watch and tend them without 
back- ‘ni bending or squatting. 


Handsome, maintenance-free, prefabricated Alu- 
minum build-it-yourself Orlyts are permanent 
and a delight to the eye. Choose from dozens 
of sizes, styles and models . . . prices start at 
about $400. Designed with all the know-how of 
century old LORD & BURNHAM, the world’s 
most progressive greenhouse manufacturer. 


“CLIMATE 
| CONTROLLED” Sunlfl GREENHOUSES 


Free-standing and lean-to Sunlyts are new, low- 


priced, Aluminum, glass-to-ground models with 
completely automatic Heating, Ventilating and 
Summer Cooling. It’s a gardener’s dream come 
true. Build-it-Yourself Sunlyts start at about 
$350. delivered. Remember a Sunlyt needs no 
foundation. On 3-year, No-Money-Down, Pay 


| Plan, a Sunlyt can be yours for as little as 


$12.00 o month. 
NEW 


Sturdy, rustproof metal and 
SUNLYT JR. only $275. delivere 


bjt JUNIOR 


lass 6’ x 8’ 
(Inexpensive 


| heating extra). 


WRITE FOR NEW FREE 
COLOR CATALOG 38-11 
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GLASS 
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Almost as lovely as the bloom 
is the pod stage when the 
golden rain tree is covered 
with lime-green paper- 

like “Japanese lanterns.” 

As the seeds mature the pods 
change to tan, rosy-copper 
and finally brown. 


Golden Tends aa 


GIVE JOY IN EVERY SEASON 


New Harmony, INDIANA, stages a golden festival each 
June when its “Gate Trees” are in bloom! 

William Maclure, scientist, philanthropist, and joint 
founder of the second “perfect society” there on the 
lower Wabash, fell in love with the golden rain tree on 
one of his world tours. In 1828, he sent some seeds home 
to his friend Thomas Say, later known as the “Father of 
American Conchology.” Say planted the seeds near the 
gate of the Maclure mansion where they thrived and 
were called the “gate trees.” 

Others living in New Harmony planted seeds from 
those first trees until the avenues are lined and nearly 
every lawn in the historic town has one or more of the 
flowering trees. The annual festival shares the thrilling 
beauty of those trees, in bloom, with travelers from all 
over the country as well as with neighbors from Illinois 
and Kentucky. 

Sometimes called the “Pride of China,” the tree orig- 
inally flourished in oriental gardens and_beautified 
shrines in China, Korea, and Japan. Since its introduc- 
tion in the United States, it has made itself at home and 
is well adapted to cultivation in much of Mid-America. 

When redbuds, wild plum, forsythia and fruit trees 
are shedding their spring glory, reddish-gold scrolls start 
appearing from the dark gray twigs and fill the golden 
rain tree with a rosy mist that seems almost like bloom. 
These fern-like fronds develop with the warming sun 
into the lacy, dark-green compound leaves which throw 
a twinkling shade. 

About the middle of June (some varieties are later), 
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by SarRau PErers 


when other ornamentals are through blooming, the 
golden rain tree puts on a stellar performance of its own. 
Buds quickly form at the tips of the now heavily-leafed 
branches and soon great golden sprays of small blossoms 
transform the tree into a golden cloud. 

These fragrant yellow flowerlets, marked with orange 
at their base, grow on panicles often 15 inches long. As 
they fall, they form the “drops” in the shower which 
covers the ground with a pattern of living gold. We can 
see why the Chinese gave the tree the poetic name of 
“golden rain.” 

It is a mistake, however, to think that the blossoms 
are the tree’s only glory. After it has lost its “pieces of 
gold,” light green pods form which develop to the size of a 
lime and are shaped like miniature Japanese lanterns. 
Children love to gather and string them. 

The pod is composed of three heart-shaped sides, each 
protecting a seed which matures into a dark brown, al- 
most black, shiny pea, as the pods turn through tan, a 
rosy-copper, into a weathered brown. These almost air- 
tight pods are now “poppers” which youngsters like to 
snap and crunch as they shuffle through those fallen 
to the ground. 

The golden rain tree holds still more fascination as 
the leaves assume the deep yellow and bronze coloring of 
their fall dress. 

With cold weather, the large compound leaves fall 
quickly and as the tree is suddenly stripped of foliage, 
winter shows us another beautiful transformation. Now 

(Please turn to page 46) 
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IS ORAS 
indoom 


by Hamitton MAson 


SOME OF THE ixoras (icks-OR-ah) are among the most glamorous of flower- 
ing plants for indoor culture. Visitors to south Florida may always have thought 
that these brilliant blooms were a monopoly of that part of the state. If they 
considered only the common Ixora coccinea, widely used for hedges, they would 
be right. 

However, there are other ixoras that do not have the high light requirements 
of I. coccinea and which make this latter species difficult to handle indoors in a 
container. For easy growth and abundance of bloom, there are the species 
I. chinensis with bright scarlet flowers and J. acuminata with snow white 
fragrant flowers. I. ‘Henry Morat’ is a pink hybrid and is also delicately scented. 

I, chinensis has many virtues. It does not need sun; in fact, it resents it. It 
starts to flower when only ten to 12 inches high. It continues to flower on each 
new, short flush of growth. This means almost continuous, year-round flowering. 

Growth is slow so that the plant does not quickly get out of bounds and 
useless for indoor decoration. It propagates readily from tip cuttings taken in 
summer. As the plants increase in size, so do the flower heads, which can reach 
a diameter of nearly four inches. They last for weeks in good condition and 
make a startling corsage. 

Ixora ‘Henry Morat’ is a lovely shell pink. Flower heads are not quite so 
compact as those of J. chinensis but they are formed almost continuously. The 
color is unusual among ixoras for it is definite and constant. Some ixoras open 
pink, then turn to varying shades of coral. 

Like I. chinensis, ‘Henry Morat’ starts to flower when only a foot tall. Plants 
can be kept in a six- or seven-inch pot for two or three years. After that, they 
should be transferred to a nine-inch pot where they can be kept indefinitely. 
By cutting the flowers for table use and stems for propagation, plants are held 
to a manageable size. 

White is probably the most uncommon form of ixora. Unlike the other two 
mentioned, J. acuminata is strictly seasonal in its bloom—generally May-June 
in Florida, whether used as a house plant or in the garden. 

This gets to be a large shrub, but can be kept to four or five feet by pruning. 
Leaves are large and lush. Flower heads are huge—to some five inches across. 
White, combined with a pleasant fragrance, makes this a sought-after species 
for any collection. 

At this point, you are wondering what problems there are since no plant is 
perfect. Aphids will attack ixoras and are responsible for a sooty mold. Fortu- 
nately, aphids are easy to control with malathion, lindane or any of the indoor 
aerosol bombs. 

Ixoras like a lot of water. They are woody plants and develop a strenuous 
root system which must be satisfied with adequate moisture. They are acid- 
loving plants. If the soil is—or becomes—alkaline, leaves turn yellow and then 
need an application or two of chelated iron. 

Since these are heavy-blooming plants, feed with any complete fertilizer 
every four to six weeks from spring through fall. 

Ixoras are spectacular and rewarding, far out of proportion to the little 
care they demand. ¢ 
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HAvE you SEEN the exciting and fashionable green and gold edged African 
violets? Did you ever visualize that such interesting color combinations might 
be produced by the American hybridizer? Hybrids of good single and double 
forms edged in chartreuse, lavender, green, and gold really do exist and are 
available in many saintpaulia lists and catalogs today. 


Your first question no doubt, is: will they propagate true or are they reces- 
sive? My honest answer is that on the average they do propagate true. A well- 
marked leaf cutting showing a distinct edge usually produces a well-marked 
productive plant. A small percentage, no doubt, do revert but they have been 
grown commercially in enough quantity for stock to be most selective. 


Let us discuss a few of these new popular varieties that are so beautifully 
edged. ‘Fringed Pompon,’ a fluffy fringed creamy double white with distinct 
lavender and chartreuse edgings, was among the first to appear on the market 
several years ago. This variety has an equally interesting leaf as do so many 
of these types—heavily fringed edges on elongated leaves that make a beauti- 
ful pattern whether the plant is to be an individual beauty on your window 
sill or a contender for the next violet show. ‘Purple Pompon,’ a variety intro- 
duced this year, is similar in form but produces dark lavender purple blossoms 
with green fringed edges. 


‘Love Knot’ is a new and graceful semi-double blossom of deep royal purple 
and a greenish gold rippled edge. ‘Green Eyes,’ as the name implies, is a 
medium single type blossom of creamy color sporting touches of lavender and 
a distinct green edge. 


‘Little Jewel’ is a real favorite. Its vivid rose pink fringed semi-double blos- 
som has pert ruffling and tinged chartreuse edge, with shiny fringed foliage. 
It is well named and truly a jewel in any violet collection. 


Among the chartreuse-edged double flowering pinks is ‘Pride of Rochester, 
a huge fluffy medium pink with chartreuse flower edgings. A plant of beauty 
and performance. 


‘Dorothy Gray,’ a sparkling beauty of delicate pink and white blend, sports 
a dainty chartreuse edge; it is prolific and of good form, a real favorite. 


‘Gold Band,’ a deep double pink edged in gold, has an interesting wavy 
foliage. ‘Cinderella Pink,’ a new one not yet appearing on many lists, is a 
frothy green-edged double pink. ‘Parrot Feather,’ another brilliant double pink, 
has heavily frilled blossoms edged in green. Each of these varieties is distinctive 
in itself but all are similar in excellent foliage and profusion of bloom. 


Other prominent colors appearing among many of the new hybrid seedlings 
are the warm bright raspberry rose and red tones. ‘Fire Ball,’ an intense rasp- 
berry red color with large single blossoms and sturdy excellent heart-shaped 
foliage with red suffusion underneath, was a blue ribbon winner at the national 
show and will appear on spring listings. ‘Afterglo’ which was also a recent 
national winner and is now available, is a warm_bright raspberry double pink 
with beautiful girl foliage. ‘Red Glow,’ introduced a year ago and now con- 
sidered a standard type, is a leader in this class and a two-time ribbon winner, 
appearing also on the preferred list of the “Buyers Guide of the National 
African Violet Society.” 


A lovely soft double flowering peach color is the new ‘Lillian Jarrett,” with 
its profusion of bloom and firm heart-shaped foliage. Other peach colored 
types are becoming more evident at the violet shows. 


Variegated blossom types such as ‘Star Gazer,’ ‘Patti Anne,’ and many others 
are still popular and in good demand for color variations. 


In the single white types the new ‘Fringed Snow Prince’ is tops, a good 
frilled pure white blossom that blooms profusely. In the double flowering whites, 
‘Monaco White,’ ‘White Pride Supreme,’ and ‘Arctic Snow,’ with touches of 
blue and lavender, are all whites of good performance. 


These are only a few of the many new and exciting colors to come. In gen- 
eral, African violets are being greatly improved in flower, form and color. 
There is no house plant that gives such continual personal pleasure and satis- 
faction in performance and bloom as the exciting African violet of today.¢ 
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De You Waut a Home Greenhouse? 
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In THE Paces that follow, three happy gardeners extol the wonders of a 
home greenhouse. I give you warning—don’t read even one of these glowing 
reports unless you’re practically ready to start building a greenhouse. On the 
other hand, I urge you to read each article, otherwise you will miss some fas- 
cinating ideas. 

I think you’re going to want to know how you can have a home green- 
house! Here’s how to start: 

Write for the catalogs of the greenhouse manufacturers who are advertising 
in this issue of Flower & Garden. 

Study a book about home greenhouses. Here’s an outstanding one which 
has just been published: How To Make Money from Your Home Greenhouse 
by Peggie Schulz (D. Van Nostrand Co., Inc., Princeton, N. J.). Here are 
three other really useful, recently published books: The Complete Book of 
Greenhouse Gardening by Henry T. and Rebecca T. Northen (The Ronald 
Press Co., New York), Greenhouse Gardening for Everyone by Ernest Chabot 
(M. Barrows and Co., New York), and Beneath the Greenhouse Roof by 
Charles Potter (Criterion Books, New York). 

Subscribe to Under Glass, a helpful bi-monthly magazine for all who gar- 
den in a home greenhouse—or dream about it. Under Glass is $1 for one year, 
$2 for three years from Box 114-E, Irvington, New York. 

Write me after you build your greenhouse. Every year we receive a handful 
of letters from delighted owners of new home greenhouses. I’d like to know 
what you grow in your glasshouse, and to better serve you, it helps if you 
write me about your problems in home greenhousing. ¢ 


—Elvin McDonald 
Editor, Indoor Gardening 
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a 
De You Want a Home Greenhouse? 


Shreveport, Louisiana... 


Happy Hours, Under Glass 


Some 20 years aco, when material was difficult to obtain, I wanted a green- 
house. By scrounging around, my husband and I finally built one. It is 18 by 
30 feet and 14 feet high. On the west I have added a potting room 12 by 15 
which has windows all around. The south half of the potting room roof is 
heavy sky-light glass (war surplus) so that it gives enough light to make the 
room a good place to store many of the large pots and cans of the tropical 
flora which I delight in growing. In one corner, screened off, lives my ancient 
parrot, “Old Paul.” His corner contains a large bin of potting soil, and a small 
gas greenhouse stove. Two other stoves are in the greenhouse proper, set under 
the concrete benches. Benches run the length of the greenhouse, north and 
south. The east end has glass to the ground. Here grow some of my favorite 
vines. 

Bignonia speciosa (the cross-vine) climbs to the roof and in the spring when 
the vents are removed and stored, it cascades out and down with myriads of 
lavender, veined in purple, blooms. Large pots of allamanda bloom most of 
the winter with golden trumpets waiting to deck the garden and continue 
blooming. Tropical bleeding heart (Clerodendron Thomsonae) gives clusters 
of bright red pendant flowers from white calyx, and Solanum Seaforthianum 
hangs clusters of delicate blue blooms, followed by brilliant red berries through 
the winter. 

On the south wall against the glass hang a small collection of bromeliads, 
with foliage so brightly colored, I am always SO surprised when they bloom 
beautifully with rose colored sheaths from which dangle green, blue and white, 
strange-looking flowers. Directly above is “Old Paul’s” favorite perch. He 
preens and as I talk to the flowers he talks to me. Many years ago Mama had 
a friend whose favorite expression was an inane “Well I declare.” When I ask 
some plant, “Why don’t you grow?” Old Paul answers “Well I declare” in 
the same inane way, or he may sing in a high quavering voice, “In the Sweet 
Bye and Bye,” or startle me with a wolf whistle. Nor is he the only fauna. 
Toads I bring in and many chameleons live here all year. They are tame and 
catch bugs. In the spring the females lay their small parchment covered eggs 
in the osmunda of orchid pots. A mess of canaries winter in a large cage in 
the potting house, only to be returned along with many pots of orchids to 
their screened house under the giant mulberry tree, there to sing and multiply. 
When vents are open, wild song birds come to visit. 

The entire center of the greenhouse is given to the storage of dozens of 
five-gallon cans of hibiscus, bordered with several varieties of maranta and 
alocasia. These grow in a raised brick bed near the garden shelter the rest of 
the year. Two hibiscus are permanent residents, one the large double ‘San Diego’ 
pink and the fascinating schizopetalus, and a blue plumbago. Plumbago 
capensis is root hardy here, but I am greedy and want the clusters of sky blue 
flowers in the winter also. 

The most desirable hibiscus for large pots or cans are the floriferous small 
varieties. “‘Jigora’ blooms a formal type double bloom, reflexed petals, orange 
with a blending of red and deep flame amber. ‘Peachblow’ is a large double 
with soft, pearly pink coloring and a darker center. ‘Hills of Gold’ has very 
large blooms of double, clear yellow. Subviolacea has large double, reflexed 
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BY Kitty M. Simpson 


Here is “Old Paul” posing for his pic- 
ture on his favorite perch—amid 
bromelaids and begonias. 


The pocketbook-like flowers of a cal- 
ceolaria steal the show in this bench 
of the author’s greenhouse. Other 
plants are brunsfelsia, anthuriums, be- 
gonias and seedling bananas. 
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petals of light red. ‘Luna’ is a gorgeous large single whose crinkled petals of 
golden amber are overlaid with cream and coral with a lighter throat and 
red stigma. These grow to a bushy four feet in height. In winter the blooms 
stay open for several days. 

Angel wing begonias grow ten feet high and have clusters of blooms which 
I use for winter corsages. A Hoya carnosa vine climbs among the rafters and 
gives unbelievably beautiful clusters of waxen pink blooms. Hunter’s robe 
(pothos) climbs two large iron pipe supports and covers them with green and 
white variegated leaves over a foot long. A concrete walk surrounds the whole 
center, and a tiny concrete pool, 3 by 3 feet and 18 inches deep holds a yellow 
‘Pygmy’ water lily and several small goldfish. 

On the west wall an old Monstera deliciosa vine clings, blooms and bears 
fruit. A kumquat gives me winter nibbling, and spring scent when it blooms. 
Other sweet scents come from ‘Grand Duke’ jasmine and brunsfelsias which 
bloom all winter and spring. Orchids in pots and the strangely beautiful stag- 
horn ferns (Platyceriums) in baskets hang from roof supports. 

On the north bench over the stove I have my propagating box, filled with 
sharp, coarse sand and peat, half and half. In this I root the cuttings that 
take several weeks such as azaleas, hibiscus, roses and camellias. I dip the ends 
of the cuttings in Rootone as I put them in. I cover this box with cloth or 
plastic and water gently when needed. Running the length of the greenhouse, 
outside on the south, I have a four-foot wide, bricked up hotbed with glass 
sash on top. A small opening at the bottom of the greenhouse heats it. In the 
fall I lift clumps of red salvia, lovely apricot-pink semperflorens begonias, 
Impatiens sultani, geraniums, aluminum plant (Pilea cadierei), pentas, coleus 
and petunias and fill the hotbed. They thrive here and in January they give all 
the tip cuttings I need. These I root in boxes of vermiculite, and set high 
where the heat will get to the bottom of the boxes. Among my ferns and 
anthuriums (some I grew from seed) go all the shade-loving plants in small 
pots on the north bench. Over the south bench I have shelves where I “hatch 
out” various seeds to beautify the garden. To avoid damp-off, I use a medium 
of Michigan peat and a third clean sharp sand. I had a tinsmith make me a 
pan of heavy galvanized tin into which all my flats fit. 

I prepare a dilute water-soluble fertilizer solution and set the flats in it until 
they are well watered. They grow nicely—in fact, marigolds and zinnias for 
early bloom I never pot..On a cloudy day I plant them from the flat into the 
garden. Every three weeks I spray with a foliar plant food according to the 
directions, everything in the greenhouse except begonias. I use regular ferti- 
lizer for the begonias, put into the pots. The south bench I use for seedling 
bananas, and all the sun-loving plants. I never use a pot smaller than a three- 
inch. 

In the fall when I move into the greenhouse I see that it is clean, and all 
the plants are clean. I close up the greenhouse tight and burn two nicotine 
bombs, then air out and move the livestock in. This takes care of most bugs 
except slugs which I poison, until spring when aphids and mealybugs sometimes 
appear. A small spray bomb will take care of most bugs. Aside from a hammer, 
the next best for a mealybug is a cotton swab dipped into alcohol and applied 
to him. 

Many ferns, small palms and bananas winter in the cellar. 

My potting soil consists of one third peat, one third sifted compost and one 
third loamy garden soil. By planting seeds of calceolarias and gloxinias in flats 
in November and potting, then shifting to larger pots, I can have early blooms 
and use them for bedding plants in shaded beds. I like a greenhouse tempera- 
ture of about 60 degrees at night and 70 in the daytime. In the summer the 
greenhouse is shaded on the north side by deciduous trees. Papayas and peren- 
nial pink datura shade the south. Almost all the glass in the east end is removed 
and stored during the summer. The vents are stored and then the two hibiscus 
and plumbago crown the top with beauty, only to be lopped off in the fall. 

In the winter and spring I move out to the greenhouse where my garden 
is blooming. I command the temperature, the water, and light, electrically. 
WORK! I should say NOT. It’s pure pleasure, for time is not when one is 
puttering in a greenhouse. Only those who have one know the sweet fresh 
smell of a greenhouse. And this is how I can grow so many things and have 
a near tropical garden where it is not supposed to be. ¢ 
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During the summer Mrs. Simpson re- 
moves the ends of her greenhouse to 
help keep it cool. Here bougainvillea 
spills out and cascades over a clump of 
Impatiens sultani. Look in the upper left 
hand corner to see a thriving banana. 


The strange staghorn fern dominates 
this picture. The tree-like pole provides 
a winter home for succulents which 
spend the summer on a similar struc- 
ture outdoors. 





Do You Want a Home Greenhouse? 


sg 
ax 


eo “ NOS Se Ss Maat cae ce 5 a 
iverybody in the family helps to make the Thornburgh home green- 


Sandoval, New Mexico... 


house heaps of fun and a little bit profitable, too. Well, almost every. 
body is helping. It looks to us as though there’s being a dog-nap taken, 


Mrs. Thornburgh says that when the photographer came, Boy was 
told to lie down and sleep, and that’s just what he did! 


Fun for Five — and a Little Profit — with a Greenhouse 


LoTs OF PEOPLE want a greenhouse, for one reason or 
another. Once the idea enters the mind, the home scene 
is not complete without the desired greenhouse. That is 
the way it happened to us! 

Our greenhouse was delivered mid-summer two years 
ago. It was an odd looking shipment which consisted of 
a minimum of crates. Doubts filled our minds as to 
whether or not this was all of our order. As it turned out, 
the shipment was complete and with the blueprint in 
hand we had a picnic putting the house together. Our 
time was limited, so we raised the house by working an 
hour here and an hour there. All in all, it was up and 
ready for plant inhabitants long before I had dared 
hope for it. 

Our purpose in buying a home greenhouse was to 
provide a home hobby for five persons, ages 61 down 
to six. The front part of the greenhouse is designed for 
a work room—neat and pretty, and the growing area 
is actually 13 by 10 feet. We figured that this was about 
all the space we could handle. At the outset we didn’t 
plan an enterprise as frightening as a “business,” yet, 
here was the nucleus of one—right in the palms of our 
ten hands. All we asked in return for our investment 
was that the children would learn something along 
with the joy they would derive from watching beauti- 
ful things grow. 

We liked our greenhouse so much we decided to seek 
a dealership on this house and take out licenses neces- 
sary for such a venture. So, we found ourselves tearfully 
dismantling the house for reconstruction at our state 
fair. It made a beautiful display although it cost us 
more than we got back. Yet, we came to regard our 
greenhouse more possessively and we were all happy 
when the fair-worn thing arrived again on home terri- 
tory and we set about putting it up again. 

Then many inquiries poured in about plants in gen- 
eral and it came time to “put up—or shut up” so we 
took out more licenses and paid necessary state inspec- 
tion taxes and found ourselves involved in a small retail 
plant business. So, besides holding down a regular desk 
job in the city, and Daddy maintaining his regular night 
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job in a large manufacturing plant, I solicited some 
large commercial orders for company parties during the 
Christmas season. At one time I had to make 325 carna- 
tion corsages overnight and not miss a day from the 
office! Also a new item in the corsage line was born— 
the “Lalagag,” named by a dear friend who fell in love 
with a holiday corsage we designed made up of junk 
from the dime store. We sold about 125 of these— 
and the girls learned to tie bows, Daddy sealed corsage 
bags and everyone learned more about the uses of types 
of foliage from the greenhouse. 

We keep the greenhouse stocked with a few of every 
kind of plant that people generally want. Our collection 
of exotic bulbs and plants has grown until we even have 
most of the space under the benches filled. Now we've 
become well enough known that people write, or send 
a message and leave the choice of materials and plants 
entirely to me. This facilitates our work in that we can 
use what we have without having to buy anew everytime 
we get an order. 

Our biggest blow came when we received the first 
heating bill. It was just, correct and due—there was 
nothing to do but pay it. Then we set to work to figure 
a way to have heat, yet not have a monstrous expense. 
We learned that we were pampering our stock too 
much—and we figured out ways of imprisoning the heat 
we had—and retaining it at proper level for a longer 
time. ‘ 

Reading about a project such as this one sometimes 
makes one think that having a greenhouse is a cinch. 
Here a word of caution is necessary. There is always 
work to be done—and something else may have to be 
neglected when a thousand tiny plants have to be moved 
—or when the lights go off and heat must be provided 
to avoid losing about $500 worth of plant life. 

In such a small growing space, one must reckon with 
the watering problem—some plants need only a mini- 
mum—others demand moisture at all times. If humidity 
is not high enough, leaf and blossom damage runs high. 
One of the features of our pre-fabricated house is the 


(Please turn to page 45) 
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Do You Want a Home Greenhouse? 


Northfield, Illinois... 


Six Green Thumbs 


BY CaryL WALLER KRUEGER 


My AFFIRMATIVE ANSWER to the question, “Do you like to grow things?” has 
completely changed our family routine. It began about two years ago when 
we moved into a home in a countrified suburb. Before I knew it, carpenters 
were turning windows into doorways, cement mixers plowed across my lawn 
and large shipments of glass and redwood filled the garage. 

Here was our new hobby-—a 14 by 16 foot greenhouse—completely empty! 
However, news travelled fast and soon began the endless procession of friends 
with dilapidated plants. They had heard of our greenhouse and just knew we'd 
be delighted to refresh their house plants and tide their garden flowers over 
the winter. But, along with them came “housewarming” gifts of florist and 
nursery plants and we looked at our growing collection of greenery with amaze- 
ment. Frantic reading on greenhouses quickly made us bookish authorities 
but we soon found that this was like most things—learning by doing was the 
best way. 

Actually, greenhouse gardening is a hobby dating back to the 1800's, but 
only in the past few years has it come into prominence for the average family. 
The conservatory is no longer a rich man’s room; greenhouse manufacturers 
have standard sizes that can attach to your window sill or surround your swim- 
ming pool. Made of redwood and aluminum, these greenhouses also come as 
kits with simple illustrations that make assembly simple. They come in styles 
to match contemporary or traditional homes and can be attached to houses, 
garages, or even barns in either regular or lean-to models. Greenhouse manu- 
facturers offer down-to-earth prices for folks who want to get down-to-earth 
about gardening. Even a big 14 by 16 foot model can be had for less than $500. 

Where can you find a hobby that pays for itself so quickly and once started, 
multiplies itself? The greenhouse gardener is never without cut flowers, flower 
gifts and outside planting material. Yet, after the initial outlay, plants from 
seeds, cuttings and division provide most of the ingredients for the hobby 
without additional cost. 

We started our first year with great gusto. We had an acre of ground out- 
side that had to be radiant by spring and with 40 flats in the greenhouse, we 
transformed the garden rapidly. We were surprised about one aspect of our 
hobby—how little time it took. Once we were organized, a mere 15 minutes 
each morning for watering and weeding was all the daily care it needed. Then, 
on weekends, we spent two or three hours spraying, feeding, planting, making 
cuttings and rearranging our produce. 

Because my husband’s real estate business requires a great amount of talk- 
ing—which he admits to enjoy—he finds the quiet of this hobby an exciting 
change. He says, “The greenhouse lets me be among living things that don’t 
ask questions.” Certainly there is satisfaction with this quiet communion with 
nature. 

But our greenhouse has become more than a hobby. Now in our second 

(Please turn to page 45) 
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Caryl Krueger indulges in the delicious 
pleasure of cutting chrysanthemums 
from her greenhouse on a snowy, 15- 
below-zero day. 









Daughter Claire admires one of several 
dozen tree geraniums which are a spe- 
cialty of the family. 


Cliff Krueger is shown with a begonia in 
his left hand, a young pineapple in the 
other. Look at those tomatoes, ripe and 
ready to eat! 
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. » « for the gardener who likes precise records 
“Gardener's Monthly Guide and Log” is a big 
help. Space is provided for a weekly record, with 
room for extra notes and suggestions for next 
year. There is quite a list of things to do each 
month. $2.35 postpaid. Jo Meyer, 3 Ladve Lane, 
Clayton, Missouri. 


Comparative 
arden Diary 


1) EDNTUON 


- . + you will eliminate a lot of guess work if 
you keep “My Six Year Comparative Garden 
Diary.” It is designed to help you keep track of 
the core and performance of each plant in your 
gorden over a six-year span. Available from K. 
Gordon Smith, P. O. 215, Yakima, Washington 
ot $1.95. 


. .. the Burpee Gift Box will bring pleasure 
all next summer. Contains seven packets of pop- 
vlar and easy to grow flower seeds ottractively 
packaged in a gift box, $1.00. W. Atlee Burpee 
Compony, 425 Burpee Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 
or Clinton, la. 
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FLOWER & GARDEN’s 
Santa has been busy all 
year selecting things to 
give to gardeners. Here 
are some pages out of his 
book—enough ideas for 

a real green thumb 
Christmas! You'll find 
things decorative or useful 
for young or old, indoors 


or out, and all good for 


gardening pleasure. 


SRIECRRERR oe, ARRAS 


. . . go all the way and give a holly tree for 
Christmas. Or better yet, a pair of them. This 
two-year old pot-grown English holly is available 


from Brownell Farms, Milwaukie, Oregon for 
$4.95; pair, $9.45. 


. the 1960 Flower Arrangement Calendar 
is inspiring and handy for keeping dates of meet 
ings and shows. Features 59 flower arrange 
ments from artists all over the country. By Helen 
Van Pelt Wilson. At book stores, $1.25. Pub- 
lishers M. Barrows & Company, New York, N. Y. 


. . . this personalized train case handbag 
is dandy to take on a garden tour or any trip 
for that matter. In gray, black or tan plastic, 
6" x 4%" x 10”. $4.40 postpaid. Spencer Gifts, 
Spencer Building, Atlantic City, N. J. 


. « « you'll have fun with this new look ia 
holiday decorating, created by the “Holiday 
Sprinkles Decorating Kit.” Tiny white plastic pel 
lets look like snow drops and red pellets look 
like holly berries; on evergreen boughs, wreaths, 
or Christmas trees they give a rich effect. Pack 
age contains pellets and spray adhesive which 
makes them stick. Mfg. by Osborne-Kemper 
Thomas, Inc., Cincinnati, Ohio. Available at food 
and variety chain stores, department, hardware 
stores. Kit, $2.49. Pkg. of “Snow Drops 49. 
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... the “Green Keeper” Oscillator will make 
your “yard man” proud as punch. Provides a 
steady sweep of water timed to let it soak with- 
out puddling; covers 2600 square feet at a time. 
Zinc-clad steel glider base will not harm turf; 
nylon gears are protected from water. $13.95, 
most hardware and garden supply stores. W. D. 
Allen Mfg. Co., 650 S. 25th St., Bellwood, Ill. 


. . . the stationary rootfeeder will be a boon 
to gardeners. Installed near trees or shrubs it 
takes food or moisture directly to roots; can 
serve, too, as anchor for trellis or wire supports. 
At most garden supply and hardware stores, 
$1.99. Trio Mfg. Co., Griggsville, Ill. 


. this practical non-corrosive, non-clogging 
Sprayer is good for all types of spraying and 
dusting in small gardens. About $4.00 and 
available in many garden supply and hardware 
stores. Westbrook Mfg. Company, St. Joseph, 
Michigan. 


& 


+. + @ garden cart saves many a step! 
Red baked enamel finish with puncture 
Proof tires. Easy to handle, won't tip. At 
many garden or hardware stores, about 
$9.00. Radio Steel and Mfg. Company, 
6515 W. Grand Avenue, Chicago 35, Ill. 


cultivating easy. 
mulches—push it like a lawn mower. 


. .. this lightweight electric trimmer will make 
neat work of that shabby hedge. The 13” sickle 
blade is precision ground to stay sharp; ‘‘trap- 
lock” cutter teeth grip the material to be cut 
without a slip. About $30, at most garden or 
hardware stores. Portable Electric Tools, Inc., 
Chicago, Ill. 


. » . who wouldn’t like to find 
this Lawn Boy Quietflite mower 
under the Christmas tree? Vibra- 
tion free handle, easy control panel, 
instant wheel height adjustment are 
just a few of the features. Ask at 
your garden supply or hardware 
store. $99.95. Lawn-Boy, Lamar, 
Missouri. 


... the Lawn Beauty Spreader makes fertilizing 


or seeding lawn a pleasure. 


Rate control dial 


makes it impossible to over- or under-feed. Avail- 


able at most garden and hardware stores. 


16” 


hopper size, about $13.75. Schneider Metal Mfg. 


Company, Chicago, Ill. 


- @ Ro-Hoe Gardener will make vegetable 
It weeds, hoes, cultivates and 
$11.95 


F.0.B. factory. At garden supply and hardware 
stores. Rowe Mfg. Company, Galesburg, Ill. 
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. + + you can give him his once-in-c-lifetime 
Christmas with this Porter-Cable Battery Start 
Reel Yard Master. Five forward speeds, neutral 
and reverse; exclusive automotive type differ- 
ential. Can be equipped for grading, seeding, 
rolling, hauling, snow plowing. Ask your equip- 
ment dealer or write Porter-Cable Machine Com- 
pany, 110 Seneca Street, Syracuse, N. Y. FOB 
$619. 
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. . . for something different in a gift, the 
Tiki Floating Fish is the last word. It is a min- 
iature outdoor torch for garden or swimming 
pools and it repels insects! Set includes metal 
light in goldtone finish, floating fish base, line 
and anchor. Burns five hours on kerosene or 
torch fuel. $3.99, at some hardware and garden 
supply stores or write John Charles Company, 
1513 Plaza del Amo, Torrance, Calif. 
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a the camera bug or bird ionahier will have fun with 
this window sill Flight Deck for birds. Made of weather- 
proof duralon with four seed wells, water pool and feeding 
stick, 17” x 15”, green with white trim. $6.55 postpaid, Dun- 
craft, Dept. F&G, Penacook, N. H. 
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- @ humming bird feeder makes 
an interesting gift for shut-in, child or 
the entire family. Unique hand blown 
glass design is insect proof. $1.95 
postpaid, Dinah Dee, P. O. Box 6734, 
San Antonio, Texas. 








kosh, Wisc. 


: . . - outdoor cooks will treasure the 
. for that special Gueaines friend here is o mean- Charcoal Caddy Kit. Includes 
ingtul “garden marker which will last a lifetime. The back- 
ground is dull black with raised letters in white or gold. 
The marker is cast aluminum, 14” x 9” and with rod pro- 
vided measures 24” high when placed in the ground, $7.50 
postpaid from Moultrie Mfg. Company, Moultrie, Ga. 


ethylene bucket (holds 10 Ibs. of char- 
coal), two bags of fire base, lighter 
fluid, tongs, cookbook. $3.98, Flambeau 
Plastics Corp., Baraboo, Wisc. Avail- 
able from Miles-Kimball Company, Osh- 














. birds will flock to this attrac- 
tive feeder filled with tested seed 
and suet mixture. Made from hol- 
lowed out log with copper ridge and 
hanging ring. Feeder with suet cake 
$3.00 postpaid, refills $1.00. Blair's, 
Dept. F., 25 De Russey Lane, Corn- 
wall, N. Y. 








+ @ sun dial on the patio will be 
enjoyed year around. It is over 13%" high, 
has compass points on base, casts an easy- 
to-read line shadow. Aluminum, bronze of 
flat instrument black, $12.95; solid bronze 
with oxide brown finish, $14.95. Arthur F. 
Owen, Inc., New Ipswich, N. H. 
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. the Soft-Touch gloves are perfect for 
gift exchanges or stocking stuffers. Available 
at most garden or department stores for 98c. 
Companion item for men sells at $1.19. Brook- 
ville Glove Company, Brookville, Pa. 





. . you'll make a hit with this 
garden tool set, built to last a life- 
time. Includes cultivator, trowel, 
transplanting trowel, crabgrass 
puller and dandelion knife. The 
tools range from 91" to 16” long 
and are made of tough steel for 
strength, chromed for rust protec- 
tion. $4.95. Downs and Company, 


Evanston, Illinois. 








. . « this resinite vinyl garden hose is always welcomed 
by the lawn and garden waterer. Most hardware and 
gorden stores, 50 ff. length $5.95, Borden Chemical 
Company, New York, N. Y. 
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. these heavy white plastic markers will end the guess work for 


any gardener who wants a permanent method of identifying plants and 
shrubs. Pencil markings stay legible season after season but are easily 
erased for reuse. Left to right 10 - $1; 50 - $1.50; 6 - 59c; 50 - $1.60; 


50 - $1.35; 75 - 
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- « « this aluminum rust proof 
trellis will appeal to the practical 
side of many a gardener. All nec- 
essary hardware included, 2’ x 8’, 
$4.95. Nichols Wire and Aluminum 
Company, Davenport, lowa. 


$1; 59c; 29c; 29¢ at most garden stores. 
Markers, Milford, Michigan. 





Lifetime 





this pruning kit will delight the 
shrub gardener and propagator. 


serious 
Tools for light pruning, flower clipping, even 


spraying and budding, in zippered case. 
protection. 


Box 373, Van 


Blades have wood sheaths for 
Dorsey's, 


$9.95 postpaid. 
Nuys, Colif. 





. the “Flower Gatherer” cuts the flower 
stem and holds it. An English import, it has a 
keen edge and will cut heavy as well as light 
material, is suitable for flower arranging and 
light pruning. Rust resistant, beautifully finished. 
$4.50 postpaid. Connoisseur Garden and Home 
Company, 2815 Alaskan Way, Seattle 1, Wash. 
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. this half gallon brass watering pot is 
useful as well as ornamental. Goes a long way 
on one filling. $8.35 including handling costs. 
Vermont Crossroads Store, P. O. Box 562, Mont- 
pelier, Vermont. 


. . the Swedish Style Plant Shelf is made to 
order for apartment dwellers or any window 


gardener who needs more space. Stretches to 
fit windows from 20” to 34” wide. Attaches 
without screws, does not interfere with window 
operation. Brass finish. $5.95 postpaid. House 
Plant Corner, Box 810, Oxford, Md. 


= 


. . » this gift will brighten a window garden- 
er’s year. You can swing the wrought iron win- 
dow racks at a touch. Each holds five potted 
plants. 40” high x 13” across bottom. Hard- 
ware included. $14.95 postpaid, east of Missis- 
sippi. $1.00 more west of Mississippi. Poulette 
Welding Company, Kempton, Pa. 
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. with any early American decorating 
scheme, this reproduction of a Colonial bellows 
would be an appropriate planter. Black styron 
with gdid trim. Can also be used as a wall 
decoration. 11%" high, 5%” wide, 3” deep. 
$2.95 plus 35¢ postage. Mother Hubbard, Dept. 
FG-94, 10 Melcher Street, Boston 10, Mass. 


. . . @ flower arranger will like these small 
wire holders to hold miniature bouquets in a 
teacup or demi-tasse. Holders are 2%” high 
with pliable steel wire swirls and rubber suction 
cups. Sef of three, different designs, $2.25 
postpaid. Artisan Galleries, 2100 N. Haskell 
Avenue, Dallas 4, Texas. 


a 


. » « here’s something new for the African 
violet enthusiast, an Adjustable Growing Lamp. 
As the top is easily raised or lowered on tubular 
aluminum legs, it is possible to grow tall or short 
plants. Top in dark green or black. Plant area 
20” x 30”, overall height, 22”, length 28”, 
width, 12”. Two 20-watt tubes included. $19.75 
postpaid. Craft-house Manufecturing Co., Wil- 
son, N. Y. 


. - « the MoistRite Fluorescent Kit is for seed 
starting and plant growing. A large water tight 
tray on black iron stand with four feet of fibre. 
glass wick and two-pint reservoir with single 
fluorescent tube, $14.95. Double tube, $16.95. 
Automatic timer, $9.95. Growers Supply Com. 
pany, 501 Linden Street, Ann Arbor, Mich. 


POM ERASE. SERS, 


. » « flower arrangement fans will find many 
uses for the Usubata. Everything from evergreen 
branches to tulips are flattered by this ceramic 
reproduction of one of the oldest flower con- 
tainers. It is 5%” high and 7%” in diameter 
and resembles antique bronze. $5.00 postpaid. 
Marjorie Marder, Selected Containers, 909 
Hollywood Drive, Monroe, Michigan. Mat not 
included. 


. . + here are two gifts in one. Fresh English 
Holly is arranged in a handsome rattan basket, 
14” x 12” x 3”, which can be used the year 
cround. $5.95 postpaid. Northwest Corner 
Store, BH4, Longview 36, Washington. 
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Ctudy in Rounds 


BY Mrs. Howarp BALDWIN AND Mrs. Forrest K. Bryan 


aSae3283 


BERRIES, ORANGES, base—all were round. Small, medium-size, large—BUT 
ALL ROUND. Nothing for contrast. Even the lines of the waxed turkey- 
hens were rounded. It was a challenge. Contrast, for interest, must be put 
into the design. 

The wooden base had been part of a discarded lamp. I stained it orange- 
brown. On it was placed a walled needlepoint filled with water for the fresh 
berries. The curved lines of the bitter-sweet were used for the three points of 
a triangle. Pyracantha berries were massed to the left, and more bitter-sweet 
berries to the right. All were strongly impaled on the holder. Three oranges 
were placed at the center front, pushed in close until they seemed an integral 
part of the berries. One other orange, tucked in at the right and back, gave 
the impression of more depth. 

The triangular silhouette established in the first three lines was kept in the 
berries and in the placement of the oranges. Even the placement of the turkey- 
hens carried out the triangular idea, simply lengthening the imaginary line 
from the tip of the tallest bitter-sweet to the tail of the hen farthest out. 

The effect was a bright, gay arrangement. All berries were red-orange, the 
oranges were pure orange; the base was orange-brown; the birds were in tones 
of yellow, orange and brown. ¢ 
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This is the author’s 
window greenhouse 
described in the article. 
The orchids are the 
Oncidium species 
ampliatum, pulchellum, 
ansiferum, tetrapetalum, 
flexuosum (bottom) and 
sphacelatum (top). 


| 
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You can have a window full of dancing ladies | 


Easiest of 
LV indow Sill 
Orchids 


by Kari Berccrav 


Ir you could waken in the morning to see flower 
sprays like shimmering golden butterflies dancing in your 
window, would you? If you could pause during the day 
to be enchanted by the intricate formations of a bal- 
lerina-like bloom . . . If you could have your window 
full of oncidiums, the “dancing lady” orchids, for weeks 
and months on end—would you? 

Well, you can! Fragile as their flowers seem, orchids 
are really tough. Tropic-born and bred, they’ll adapt 
to your living conditions with some small pampering. 
And of all orchids, oncidiums give the most pleasure for 
the least care. Actually, in summer the home-grower has 
the advantage over the greenhouse owner because it’s so 
much easier to keep the “ladies” as cool as they like to 
be. The main disadvantage is in winter, when greenhouse 
air can more easily be kept moist enough. But humidify- 
ing home air is not too difficult—and it is just as bene- 
ficial to people as it is to orchids. 

Oncidiums are not only relatively easy to flower in a 
window—they also have some of the most charming 
habits. Unlike the cattleya, or “mink coat” orchids, with 
outsize plants in relation to bloom, the dancing ladies 
are always neat, compact, and attractive. Their flowers 
hold well over an incredible number of weeks, sometimes 
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This plant of Oncidium triquetrum is just three inches 
tall. The yellow, white, brownish red blooms are pro- 
duced from late winter to early spring. 


even months. When cut and put in water, and tucked 
into the refrigerator for the nights, they may last for 
three months or more. There are varieties which bloom 
at different times the year ’round, although late winter 
and spring—when the house seems dark and drab—is 
flowering time for most. And (welcome thought) on- 
cidiums cost no more than other good plants. Flowering- 
size miniatures can be had for as little as $3, up to $5; 
others, in four- or five-inch pots cost $7.50 or more. 
Oncidiums are one of the genera known as “spray 
orchids” for their multitudinous blossoms on upright or 
arching stems—mostly yellow with stripes, dots, or 
blotches of brown, but also white, pink, purple, green, 
red and many combinations of colors. The individual 
dancing-lady-like flowers range in size from a silver 
dollar to a dime; the sprays may be between two inches 
and two feet tall. Miniature oncidiums may have from 
one to six—or more—flowers on a plant less than four 
inches tall, and are quite happy in two-inch pots. More 
varieties grow well in four-inch pots; and some well- 
grown specimens may need eight-inch azalea pots or 
baskets. Older plants produce several sprays at once and 
resemble a shower, or “chorus” of dancers. Now, see how 
easy it is to grow these beauties! 
Light. Most orchids, including oncidiums, require the 
same amount and kind of light as geraniums (1,500-2,000 
foot-candles, daylight). For comparison, African violets 
will bloom well with 1,000 foot-candles; full sun is 10,000 
foot-candles. In summer, oncidiums thrive best in morning 
sun, and should be sheltered from burning midday heat 
by something like a thin curtain. They'll vacation. out- 
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This is Oncidium longiflorum. Before you decide that longi- 
florum is a big fellow, author-photographer Berggrav says 


the plant is flowering in a 24%-inch pot! Yellow and brown 
blossoms come in spring and early summer. 


doors in a lath house (in the South with 50 per cent 
shade)—or hung on a light porch, or in dappled shade 
under an open tree. Some sun must reach them, to pro- 
duce good flowering growth for the coming winter—but 
not the hottest sun. In winter, of course—except in 
tropical areas—they’ll take all the sun they can get. 
Humidity. Important as humidity is, don’t let it 
frighten you. It’s easy to provide, even in modern well- 
heated homes. Misting your “ladies” several times a day 
(there are several squeeze-bottle and other devices avail- 
able for the purpose) will help the plant flower even on 
an open window sill. Be careful to mist the plant—not 
oversoak the potting medium. 

Or you can create a small greenhouse inside your 
sunniest window. The picture shows how a frame of 
eight-inch planks down the sides and along the sill can 
increase the depth of the growing area. A piece of plate 
glass (second-glass is least expensive, and 44-inch thick- 
ness is least likely to break) in front of the frame forms 
the fourth wall of the greenhouse which is left open at 
the top. The glass can be held up by hooks or any method 
of your own devising. Best, of course, is a frame around 
the glass to create a door which can be hinged and 
opened and shut with ease to care for the plants. 

Now, you need a watertight tray about four inches 
deep which fits inside your enlarged window sill. It can 
be made-to-order by a tinsmith from galvanized metal, 
or you can make it yourself from sheet aluminum, avail- 
able at most hardware stores. Just make sure it fits in 
easily and is completely water-tight. 

Aluminum may be eroded by fertilizers and water 
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impurities. Rather than waterproof paint, which may 


chip or scratch, I make a liner of heavy plastic, like 
shower curtains are made of, which covers the inside of 
the tray, and up and over the edge—and down under 
the tray on the outside. 

With this tray in place in your window, put your 
plants on upside-down squatty pots so that the plants’ 
pots are well above the water level. Or you can support 
a grill of some rustproof material on squatty pots. To 
create humidity, fill the tray with pebbles and water, 
or just water, or (best, to my mind) a moist medium 
like vermiculite or perlite. With these, the evaporating 
surface is larger—so there is more evaporation to create 
more humidity. As an experiment, I poured two cups of 
water in each of two identical trays—one with four cups 
of perlite, one with water alone. In one week, I found 
that the perlite tray had evaporated off twice as much 
water. It’s also more effective to have the water standing 
half the depth of the perlite, rather than to the full level. 
Temperature. Orchids can survive in temperatures 
ranging from 43° by night to 90° by day. The ideal for 
oncidiums has a 20-degree range—55° night, 75° day. 
Your plate glass will keep the greenhouse cooler than the 
house inside, at night. If your thermometer tells you it’s 
too cool, you can simply remove the glass for the night. 
Or a soil heating cable with thermostatic control will 
regulate the temperature for you. It’s also useful to have 
a maximum-minimum thermometer hung on the inside 
wall of your orchid house, at plant level but out of reach 
of sunshine. 

Watering. Orchids of this type are epiphytic; they 
naturally live and grow on tropical trees where they are 
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Supplies needed for orchid potting: chunks of charcoal, bits 
of pot for drainage material, osmunda fiber (large chunks at 
left) and knife or stick to help pack the tough osmunda, clay 
pot with enlarged drainage hole, and fir bark. The wire hanger 
placed on the pot with the plant in it is handy, especially in 
the summer when the orchids are outdoors. 


A close-up of the enlarged window sill shows how heavy-duty 
plastic neatly covers the tray which is filled with moist perlite. 
The inverted squat pots keep the orchid containers from rest- 
ing in the water in the tray. The oncidiums are, left to right, 
variegatum (on wall), pulchellum, triquetrum and onustum. 


exposed to hard rain squalls followed by drying winds 
and sun. If their roots do not get plenty of air, they die. 
Let the pot dry out completely between waterings—a 
dry pot feels warm to the touch—and then water 
thoroughly. Best way is to plunge pot, plant and all in 
water until it is thoroughly soaked; drain off excess 
water, then replace in growing area. Orchids need a rest 
period, when less water is given. With oncidiums, this is 
just before flowering, in late fall (most bloom in winter 
and spring). Let the plant stay dry for three to four days, 
which may give you a watering schedule of once every 
ten or 14 days. Then, as the new shoot comes out and 
roots begin to grow again, water when the pot is dry. 
During the peak growing season (usually mid-summer) 
you can water even more often, to encourage good 
growth. 

Over-watering causes black rot and is the most fre- 
quent cause of lost plants. When buds are forming, the 
plant wants plenty of water. After the flowers have 
opened, you may cut down watering and slow the plant 
down, which will prolong flowering. Don’t use water 
from a chemical water-softener. Usual amounts of 
chlorine in drinking water are probably not harmful, 
but rain water is best if you can get it—and get it clean. 

Plants spending the summer out of doors under a tree 
are easily watered with the hose, and usually dry out 
fast enough to take care of their own drainage. 
Feeding. Like all plants, orchids should be fed—but 
with a half-strength solution of regular fertilizers. Of 
course, directions for orchid fertilizers are in proper 
proportion for orchids. Feed every two weeks during the 
growing season (spring and summer) ; and do not feed 
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at all during rest period in fall. Once 
a month, flush the pot thoroughly to 
rinse away accumulated fertilizer salts. 
Potting. For many years, the dried 
roots of the osmunda fern have been 
the favorite medium for growing 
orchids. It is black or brown, fibrous, 
and tough. Wash it thoroughly and 
soak it overnight to soften and sat- 
urate it. Then cut it into chunks from 
walnut- to fist-size, depending on your 
pot. In the bottom of your clean pot, 
enlarge the hole to about twice its size 
by chipping off pieces with a hammer 
and nail. 

Now, put a curved piece of broken 
pot over the hole, and add about 
pot-full of pea-sized gravel and char- 
coal. Prepare your plant by picking 
off most of the old osmunda from the 
roots, and trim off dead roots—you 
can tell them by their brownish, 
stringy, dry texture. Spread the good 
roots over a chunk of osmunda like a 
tent, and place the plant in the pot. 
Most orchids “walk across the pot,” 
making new bulbs in front on a 
thizome-like stem. This type should be 
placed so that the oldest part of the 
plant (the back bulb) is backed up 
against the pot side, aiming the new- 
est shoot for the other side of the pot. 
Hold the plant in place and jam os- 
munda down around it so tightly that, 
as the old-timers said, “you can lift 
the pot by the plant.” With scissors, 
clip the ends of the osmunda sticking 
up, place the label, and—this is im- 
portant—don’t water the plant for a 
week or ten days, until the roots have 
healed. Then soak thoroughly. From 
then on, increase your watering sched- 
ule as outlined above. 

Many growers today pot orchids in 
fir bark which has been soaked for a 
day or more. It may be in pea-sized 
chunks or larger, depending on the size 
of pot and plant. Enlarge the hole in 
the bottom of the pot, put a piece of 
broken pot over it, and then—holding 
the plant in place—pour in the bark 
and firm it so that the plant feels 
secure. Stake it, if necessary, or use 
pot clips which are jammed over the 
edge to hold the plant down. Water 
the plant often for the first month or 
two, until the bark is quite water- 
logged. As a general rule, bark is 
watered more often than osmunda. 

Fir bark will also use up some nitro- 
gen. Use a high-nitrogen fertilizer 
(like 30-10-10) in the beginning of the 
growing season in spring, until its peak 
in August. Then switch to a 20-20-20 
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Oncidium pigruanum is three inches tall 
with yellow blooms in late winter. 


formula to build up bloom. 

Oncidiums come from Central and 
South America—down the East 
coast—and some, like pretty little O. 
lucidum—are native to Florida. 
Among the hundreds of varieties avail- 
able, these are easy for beginners: 
spring-bloomers, O. altissimum, lance- 
anum, ampliatum, ansiferum, cabag- 
rae, sphacelatum, splendidum, stipita- 
tum and cebolleta. O. varicosum 
Rogersti is a fall-flowering variety, 
and O. flexuosum has varying times 
for bloom. 

Most of these miniatures are easy 
to grow: O. pulchellum, triquetrum, 
cheirophorum, tetrapetalum, iridifol- 
ium and variegatum. These “‘collector’s 
items” are sometimes hard to find, but 
worth the hunt: O. Powellii, Kamer- 
ianum, pailio, onustum, sarcodes and 
pigruanum. 


For more 
Information about Orchids... 
We suggest: 

Orchids As House Plants by Re- 
becca T. Northen (D. Van Nostrand 
Co., Inc., Princeton, N. J., 1955, 6x9, 
122 pages, illustrated, $3.50). This is 
an easy-to-follow text to guide one in 
growing orchids on the window sill. 
It includes helpful information, too, 
for the person who has a home green- 
house. Mrs. Northen wrote another, 
larger book called Home Orchid 
Growing (Van Nostrand, $6.95) in 
1950, which will guide a beginning 


orchid grower through several years 
of education in orchid culture. 

The Orchids, Carl L. Withner, 
Editor (The Ronald Press Company, 
New York, 1959. Illustrated, 648 
pages, $14). This outstanding new 
volume emphasizes the scientific, or 
botanical, rather than the horticultural 
approach to these plants, and as such 
it is the first book of this type on the 
orchid. Despite the scientific emphasis, 
the orchid enthusiast will find fasci- 
nating and instructive information 
that will help in furthering apprecia- 
tion of the orchids. 

Join the American Orchid Society. 
Members receive a monthly bulletin, 
a yearbook, and from time to time spe- 
cial publications. For further informa- 
tion, contact the executive secretary 
of the AOS: Gordon W. Dillon, Bo- 
tanical Museum of Harvard Univer- 
sity, Cambridge 38, Massachusetts. ¢ 


Protecting Fruit Trees 
From Rabbits 


When snow buries the more palata- 
ble food of rabbits, they attack young 
fruit trees. As a result, scores of young 
trees are killed, hundreds more dam- 
aged every winter. Much of this havoc 
can be prevented by one or more types 
of tree protectors. A combination of 
two or more kinds are more effective 
than a single method. 

Wire protectors, which may be made 
at home of wire mesh screen or small 
mesh wire, or purchased ready made at 
stores, are a good investment and will 
provide protection until snow fall builds 
up the ground level, enabling rabbits 
to reach above the protectors. 

A rabbit repellent paint is a second 
protective measure. The paint may be 
made at home or purchased ready 
mixed. If mixed at home, label the 
mixture and keep it away from chil- 
dren as it is poisonous. 

To make enough solution to paint 
about 35 fruit trees, pour one quart of 
denatured ethyl alcohol into a can or 
jar with a tight fitting cover and add 
one and one half pounds of rosin. 
(Rosin may be purchased at any drug- 
store.) Then shake mixture well. Allow 
to set 12 hours or until rosin is dis- 
solved. Application is by paint brush 
or pressure spray to the trunk, lower 
limbs and branches. 

Mid fall is a good time to apply 
this, with an additional coat being ap- 
plied a few weeks later to renew the 
effectiveness. If the snow fall becomes 
very deep, more coats may have to be 
applied higher up the branches. 

If rabbits continue to gnaw the trees, 
spread a ring of dried blood around 
the tree about two feet from the base 
of the trunk. This ring must be renewed 
each time it snows. Rabbits hate and 
fear the odor of blood and will not 
go near it. Dried blood may be pur- 
chased at farm and nursery stores. 


Mary M. Smith 





Gesneriads Really Bloom Indoors! 


gs ; 
Episcia ‘Acajou’ has silvery-green 
leaves with chocolate-brown 
markings. The flowers are bril- 
liant orange-red. 


Columnea hirta has fuzzy leaves 
and stems. The downy red buds 
open into spectacular flowers. 


Episcia ‘Tropical Topaz’ has 
quilted apple-green leaves and 


yellow flowers. 
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BY Etvin McDoNa.Lp 


ALL ACROSS OUR country Gesneriads are making big news. You know the 
best known member of the gesneriad family—it’s the runaway best-seller 
African violet, properly termed the saintpaulia. Next most popular is a hand- 
some, velvety-leaved plant which has satiny flowers in an endless array of colors 
and combinations—the gloxinia. 

These two gesneriads are representative of a giant plant family of handsome, 
often fuzzy-leaved plants with wheel-shaped, tubular or bell-shaped flowers. 
The majority of these plants come from the tropics. Their needs can be met 
in most indoor gardens. Perhaps most difficult of these to meet is their require- 
ment of 40 to 60 per cent humidity—moisture in the air around the plants. 
Some gesneriads will grow in the shade of a north window, in semi-sun of 
east or west windows, or the full sun of a south window—but ALL of them 
require at least 35 per cent humidity in the air. 

Making up for a lack of humidity isn’t really impossible, or difficult to do. 
The most direct solution to the problem lies in the fact that the more plants 
you grow, the more humidity you'll have. You'll be more successful if you set 
your plant pots in trays of moist vermiculite. 

Once you’ve met the requirements of humidity, everything else falls into line. 
Temperatures shouldn’t go below 62 degrees at night. They can rise five to 
15 degrees above this temperature during the day. Gesneriads like a rich, 
spongy and humusy soil. It must drain well for gesneriads like a moist soil, 
but it should not be a drippy, soggy place for their roots. 

Gesneriads are easily propagated, either by division, stem or leaf cuttings. 
Seeds may be planted at any time gentle bottom heat can be provided (the 
top of your oil burner, refrigerator, or other warm spot). 

I hope that you’ll try your hand at growing the gesneriads described in the 
following text. All are suited to window sill, fluorescent-light and home green- 
house culture. The 16 genera most commonly grown at present are herewith 
described. There are at least 65 other genera known. Plant-hunting expeditions 
and hybridizers are constantly expanding the countless number of species, 
hybrids and mutations of gesneriads. 

Gesneriads are available through the mail from collectors, and occasionally 
at local flower shops. Because they are plants of the tropics, they are normally 
difficult to ship long distances during late fall and winter. If you would like a 
source sheet of gesneriads, please enclose a stamped envelope with your 
request to me. 

Achimenes grow from scaly rhizomes which are shaped somewhat like a 
tiny pine cone. They are most useful as summer porch-box plants. Order and 
plant January to April, six to a five- or six-inch pot. Start with gentle bottom 
heat and keep nicely moist. When two or three inches tall, pinch out the tips 
to induce bushiness. Blossoms come July until frost. Store the tubercles in the 
soil in which they grew. Keep just barely moist and cool (50-55°) until late 
winter. Then clean off the old soil and replant. Best suited to a protected, semi- 
shady spot outdoors in warm weather. They will grow in the light of an east 
or west window, and they are unrivalled for providing summer color in the 


greenhouse. (Please turn to page 32) 
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These double-flowered 
gloxinias came from the 
basement, fluorescent-lighted 
“greenhouse” of Bruce 
Thompson. Similar Thomp- 
son hybrids won a Silver 
Medal at this year’s Inter- 
national Flower Show. The 
single-flowered plant in the 
center is called ‘Holiday.’ 


This slipper-flowered gloxinia 
is named ‘Snow Queen.’ 

It is one of the hybrids from 
Albert H. Buell, gloxinia 
specialist. 


These are the first blooms of 
seedling Weismoor Hybrid 
streptocar pus. 


November, 1959 31 









































































































































































































































Achimenes ‘Royal Purple’ 


(Continued from page 30) 

Aeschynanthus is a hanging-bas- 
ket plant. It comes from the Asiatic 
tropics, likes a warm, sunny window. 
The flowers come from a brown calyx 
(spring, fall). When the 
young, fuzzy red buds first show, they 
have the appearance of a small lip- 
stick, hence the plant’s common name 
of lipstick plant. This plant is epiphytic 
and most easily grown in pure sphag- 
num moss with regular liquid fertilizer 
feedings. Don’t allow plants to dry out. 

Alloplectus is a handsome foliage 
plant. Requires warmth and high hu- 
midity, is suited to fluorescent light 
culture, or an east or west window 
(semi-sun). A. vittatus from E. Peru is 
perhaps the easiest to grow indoors. 

Chirita is a fibrous-rooted Malayan 
gesneriad. It has succulent, almost 
translucent apple-green stems, heart- 
shaped fuzzy leaves and delicate blue, 
pouchy-slipper flowers. Keep moist at 
all times and grow in an east or north- 
east window. Usually grown from seeds 
as an annual; plant at any time when 
gentle bottom heat is available. 

Codonanthe is a small trailer from 
Costa Rica, Panama and South Amer- 
ica. Its leaves are stiff and waxv with 
red-spotted undersides and _ slipper- 
shaped pouched flowers. Grows well 
in a porous soil mixture of peat moss, 
charcoal and sponge rock. 
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summer, 


lavender-pink flowers. 





Columneas are fibrous-rooted epi- 
phytes from Central and South Amer- 
ica. They have trailing stems. Spectac- 
ular flowers come in the winter and 
spring. Columnea Alleni, gloriosa and 
hirta have small, leaves. C. 
arguta and Banksi have shiny, glossy 
leaves. C. tulae ‘Flava’ has bright yel- 
low flowers almost all around the year. 
Don’t miss the columneas! 

Episcias take their place among 
the most decorative of all house plants. 
They have fuzzy, often velvety leaves 
with stolons or “runners” that cascade 
from the main plant. Brilliant flowers 
of flame red, lavender or yellow come 
in the spring and summer when tem- 
peratures soar, sunlight becomes more 
intense and the humidity index rises. 
The foliage is attractive most of the 
year. Episcias will lose their leaves at 
temperatures below 55. The best look- 
ing plants result if tip cuttings, or 
stolons, are clipped off and rooted at 
least oncé a year—and the old plant 
discarded. East, northeast, west or 
light north windows suit them. They 
respond to bi-weekly feedings of liquid 
fertilizer, such as fish emulsion, Jan- 
uary to September. 

Gloxinera is the name given to 
plants that result from crossing two 
other gesneriads, the gloxinia and the 
rechsteineria. Gloxineras are con- 
sidered by many to be the most suit- 


fuzzy 


This is gloxinera ‘Edith M.,’ hybridized by Bruce Thompson, 
president of the American Gloxinia Society, and named for the 
author’s wife. ‘Edith M.’ has glossy, black-green foliage and 


able of the entire Gesneriad family for 
house culture. They have trumpet- 
shaped flowers, usually in some shade 
of pink. These come in great profusion 
for months on end when the plants 
are well-grown. 

Gloxinia grows from a fleshy tuber 
and may be brought into flower at any 
time of the year when it is provided 
with enough light, warmth and hu- 
midity. Gloxinias require almost full 
sun in the winter months to make the 
foliage grow symmetrical and flat as it 
should. Gloxinia tubers planted in 
October will begin to bloom in early 
winter. Young seedlings, shipped in 
2%-inch pots will provide bloom from 
mid-winter into spring. For the ulti- 
mate in plant enjoyment, grow a 
packet of hybrid gloxinia seeds! Just 
for the record, the plants we call glox- 
inias are really sinningias. The true 
gloxinia grows from a scaly rhizome, 
attains a height of 24 inches and pro- 
duces blue, canterbury-bell-like 
flowers. 

Hypocyrta is an epiphyte from the 
humid tropics of Central America. 
The small, hairy leaves grow on trail- 
ing, woody stems. The red, edged yel- 
low, pouch-like flowers have a most 
unusual shape. Requires winter sun, 
summer shade. Must have warmth and 
moist air. Pot several together—they’re 
small plants. Reduce water in the fall 
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when hypocyrta begins to lose its 
leaves for a dormant period that lasts 
until January or February. 

Kohleria grows from a scaly rhi- 
zome which is about the size of a fat, 
fuzzy worm. Kohlerias were formerly 
known as isoloma or tydaea. Give lots 
of sun from November to March. 
Kohleria eriantha is magnificent for 
the home greenhouse, and K. amabilis 
is among the most lovely and suitable 
of all gesneriads for a window garden. 
Requires high humidity, temperatures 
of 60 degrees or more. 

Nautilocalyx may be a tongue- 
twister, but in reality it is a handsome 
foliage plant. Plant in a rich, loose soil, 
and keep moist. Give semi-sun and 
warmth. 

Rechsteineria is a tuberous-rooted 
plant, among the most easily grown of 
gesneriads. Needs sun to make the 
velvety-green, heart-shaped leaves 
grow to perfection. Blooms come reg- 
ularly throughout the year. Rechstein- 
eria leucotricha has blue-green leaves 
covered with silvery down; red flowers. 
R. cardinalis and macropoda planted 
this month will give bright green foli- 
age and red flowers for Christmas. 

Saintpaulia (African violet) re- 
quires semi-sun (two hours daily) in 
the winter to produce flowers. Use 
humusy soil that drains readily; it 
should not be too acid (pH 6.0 to 7.5 
is best) ; fertilize with 5-10-5, 13-26- 
13, or other fertilizer with similar 
ratio. This house plant rates tops be- 
cause it tolerates the temperature and 
humidity of most homes. Available in 
an estimated 3,500 varieties! 

Smithiantha (Temple Bells or 
Naegelia) has plush, velvety foliage 


Columnea Banksi has dark green, glossy 
leaves; red flowers. 
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Aeschynanthus pulcher, the lipstick 
plant, has glossy foliage like that of the 
hoyas (wax plants) and red flowers 
that grow from strange brown calyxes. 


that is always lovely. Flowers come No- 
vember to February in a window with 
three to four hours sun per day. Rhi- 
zomes are one-two inches long, shaped 
like skinny pine cones; plant in the 
fall. 

Streptocarpus is a fibrous-rooted 
plant from South Africa and Mada- 
gascar. The Weismoor hybrids may be 
grown at cooler temperatures than 
some other gesneriads—down to 50 
degrees at night. Give plenty of sun 
in winter. §. saxorum is thought to be 
one of the most choice of gesneriads. 
It has small, fuzzy, succulent leaves 
and stems; large, pale blue flowers are 
borne on delicate, wiry stems. Saxorum 
needs warmth, some sunlight and in- 
tense humidity. ¢ 


Episcia ‘Fanny Haage’ has rich, dark 
brown foliage with a prominent green 
area through the center of each leaf. 
The flowers are large, lavender-blue. 


Live and Learn 


Soybean meal has been so highly touted 
as a fertilizer that I traipsed to the feed 
store and returned with a 100-pound sack- 
ful. The meal smelled good, and believing 
anything that smelled so good must be ben- 
eficial, I applied it to the grass. 

Then while spreading some sawdust on 
the rose beds I realized I had no nitrogen, 
so I decided to substitute some of this fine 
soybean meal. 

To the sawdust I mixed a generous por- 
tion of the soybean meal and distributed 
it thoroughly among the hybrid teas. The 
remaining mixture went on the strawberry 
beds. 

For a couple of days there was nothing 
to do but anticipate the wonders of my 
concoction. Then, while dining outside 
with the family, we noticed an odor. At 
first, we disregarded it; then, deciding 
something had died in the honeysuckle 
hedge, I made a hands and knees search. 
Nothing there. 

The next morning as I sipped my first 
cup of tea on the back stoop I noticed 
flies buzzing around the rose bed. I bent 
down to inspect the area and the odor 
hit me with a blow that promptly brought 
me upright. 

The soybean-sawdust mixture had fer- 
mented. Then it had rotted overnight and 
created an overwhelming stench! 

“Stir it up,” I thought. “Cover it up and 
no one will know.” 

But some things you just can’t keep to 
yourself, 

I tried stirring the mixture deeper into 
the beds. Everything from malathion to 
sulfur was used and like a garbage dispo- 
sal, the mixture absorbed them all with 
no effect. My wife even sneaked a call to 
a professional nurseryman. 

“Keep it dry,” he said (in a rainy sea- 
son), “‘and tell Bill not to try these new 
ideas in such large quantities.” 

We hoped and prayed for dry weather. 
It rained daily. 

The strawberries tasted like the mixture 
smelled and nearly gagged some unsus- 
pecting guests who were unaware of their 
richness. Most of the plants, but none of 
the guests, died. 

Gradually the mixture was absorbed 
into the soil and the flies left for other 
barnyards. Today all is nearly normal. 

The roses? They’re doing excellently. 
Two feet higher than at the same time a 
year ago, blooming like mad. They have 
beautiful foliage, superb form, and in this 
day of odorless roses, a mild aroma. A 
rosarian I respect said they grew tall in 
search of refreshing breezes, but I believe 
the mixture deserves the credit. 

William Hull 


New Floral Garden 
The planting of Sterling Forest Gar- 
dens near Tuxedo, New York, the na- 
tion’s newest major floral showplace, 
was formally inaugurated September 17 
by Princess Beatrix of The Netherlands. 
The Princess put in place the first tulip 
in a collection of more than one and 
one half million daffodils, tulips, hya- 

cinths and other Dutch bulbs. 





























































































































































































































































































Riding-type garden tractors with snow 
blade attachments provide the ultimate 
in snow clearing comfort. This is the 
Tom Moore (Farmette) model. 





The Roto-Hoe self-contained snow 
blower cuts a 20-inch path and throws 
snow to either side. 





Jari’s snow thrower is a self-contained 
snow blower that clears a 20” path. 
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Power Up To Clear the Snow! 


WHEN THE SNOw falls, put power 
to work for you! Power will clear your 
sidewalks, driveway, patio and other 
areas in a fraction of the time you 
would need to do it with a snow 
shovel. Besides saving time, you'll also 
eliminate the backaches that usually 
go with snow shoveling. 

If you are a week-end do it your- 
selfer with an office job, like I am, 
you'll appreciate the savings in time 
and energy that powered snow re- 
moval equipment gives. 

As I’m writing this, I can look out 
at my driveway which is 18 feet wide 
and 40 feet long. Since it also serves 
as our son’s tricycle riding area, Ill 
keep it clear this winter—with power, 
of course. Otherwise, it would be a 
hard and tiring job. 

“But we get only three or four big 
snows a year. How can I justify the 
cost of powered snow equipment?” 
may be your first question. So let’s take 
up the question of cost first. 

In our Kansas. City area, we get 
about a half dozen snows of two 
inches or more a season, but we also 
get two or three that bury us under 
six to ten or more inches of snow that 
drifts deeply. Digging out is a slow, 
tedious and hard job, believe me. 
There’s more than just the basic cost 
of the equipment to consider. For 
example, if Dad is around 40 years 
old or more, the power equipment will 
not only eliminate snow shoveling 
backaches, but also minimize heart 
strain, and that’s a point well worth 
considering. 


An Idea for Your Teenager 


Here’s another way to justify own- 
ership of a powered unit, even if you 
have an average sized area to clear. 

Do you have a teen-age son in the 
family? A snow blower can earn him 
extra money during the winter by 
clearing walks and driveways for 
neighbors. Many home-owners will 
welcome this service. He’ll be able to 


BY FRANK A. BARTONEK, EQUIPMENT EbiTor 


handle many more snow shoveling 
jobs with a powered unit than with a 
snow shovel, and he’ll have more fun 
doing it. 

There are several different types of 
snow removal equipment available, 
described in the following paragraphs. 
The pictures show one or more of 
each type of unit described. 

Most garden tractor and riding 
mower manufacturers offer a snow 
blade attachment for their equipment. 
This is an angled metal blade that 
pushes the snow to one side. This at- 
tachment usually sells for around $50. 

One power mower manufacturer 
has a snow blade that attaches to a 
four-cycle power lawn mower. It sells 
for under $20 and moves up to eight 
inches of dry snow or four to five 
inches of wet snow and clears a 24- 
inch path with each pass. 

If you already have a garden trac- 
tor or riding mower, the snow blade 
attachments may be your best buy. 
You'll need room for maneuvering 
this unit, since the attachment will 
add some length and width to your 
riding equipment. 

The snow blade that fits certain 
push type power mowers has limita- 
tions. However, if it will fit your 
mower it is an economical unit that 
will add versatility to your mower. 


Snow Blowers 


There are also self-contained pow- 
ered snow blowers that sell for as low 
as $99.50 with larger, self-propelled 
units up to $249.50 or so. 

Much of the discussion of snow re- 
moval equipment in this article deals 
with powered self-contained snow 
blowers, since possibly fewer readers 
are familiar with these units. The snow 
blowers are powered with two to three 
horsepower gasoline engines and are 
engineered for winter use. They have 
a fan with a chute through which the 
snow is blown. There is also a guard 
that prevents the snow being blown 
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on the operator. The fan will throw 
the snow in a stream from three to 
as many as 20 feet away, and will 
clear a path of 16 to 24 inches wide 
with each pass. 

Imagine—these units will move 
from 300 to 500 shovelsful of snow 
per minute! 

For the average home owner, the 
push type snow remover is adequate 
and less expensive. If you have a large 
area to clear or have a steep drive- 
way, however, then by all means con- 
sider the self-propelled unit. It will 
be well worth the difference in cost. 


Where to Buy It 


Your garden center or power lawn 
equipment dealer will help you to 
decide which snow removal equip- 
ment best meets your needs. Your 
dealer will probably also have a credit 
plan available, if you need it. 

At the end of this article is a list 
of the manufacturers whose equipment 
is shown with this article. You can 
write directly to them for more in- 
formation about their machines. We 
should appreciate it if you'll mention 
this article and Flower @ Garden 
Magazine, when you see your garden 
supply dealer or write any of these 
manufacturers. 


Roto Hoe & Sprayer Co., 
Newbury, Ohio 

Tom Moore Tractor Co., 
Mantua, Ohio 


Bolens Products Division, 
Food, Machinery & Chemical Corp., 
Port Washington, Wis. 
S. L. Allen & Co., 

Fifth & Glenwood Ave., 
Philadelphia 40, Pa. 
Cooper Mfg. Co., 

918 So. First St., 
Marshalltown, lowa 
Copar, Inc., 

21 Avondale St., 

Laurel, Md. 


Jari Products, Inc., 

2938 Pillsbury Ave., South, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

Reo Division 

Motor Wheel Corp., 
Lansing, Mich. 


Planet, Jr., by the S. L. Allen Company, 
makes this high-volume snow thrower 


to attach to its “Super Tuffy” garden 
tractor. \ 


e 
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Reo employs a spiraling principal to 
move snow up and out of its snow 
blower, a self-contained machine (not 
an attachment). 


Cooper Mfg. Company makes this snow 
blade which can be attached to many 
push type rotary mowers, converting 
them into easy-rolling snow plows. 


Bolens makes this Snow-Caster attach- 
ment for its 1960 Power-Pak machine 
(which also mows, tills and cultivates 
with accessories). Available in different 
sizes, the one pictured cuts a 17-inch 


swath and throws snow either way up 
to 15 feet. 








x African Violets 


Exciting and New $1.50 ea. 


Little Jewel, Gold Band, Green Eyes, Pride of 
Rochester, Raspberry Pink, Lillian Jarrett, Olivia. 


NEW AND DISTINCTIVE AT $1.25 ea. 


Dorothy Gray, Patti Anne, Fringed Pom Pon, Kimberly, 
Arctic Snow, Clarrissa Harris, Fringed Snow Prince, Geneva 
Wonder, My Sin, Red Glow, Pink Fog, Thunderhead, Star 
Gazer, White Pride Supreme, White Monaco, Purple Star, 
Primitif. 


NEW POPULAR AND PROLIFIC AT $1.00 ea. 


White Pride, White Tango, Cherry Pink, Pink Geneva, Pink 
Petticoats, Camellia, Holiday, Pink Tea, Pink Puff, Span, 
America, Christina, Parasol Blue, Iris, Bernice, Blue Tango, 
Purple Knight, St. Louis, Double Inspiration, Painted City, 
Rosewing, Blue Peak, Mark Roberts, Bertha Langhman, 
Star Trailer. 


BEGINNERS CHOICE 75c ea. 


Pink Neptune, Sailor Girl, Snow Prince, Pink Cushion, 
Strike Me Pink, Dixie Moonbeam, Painted Girl. 

Lipstick Vine (aesch. Lobbianus)—prilliant red 
flower. Luxuriant foliage. Ideal for hanging. $1.0¢ 


Order of $3.75 or less add 45¢ 
postal charges; over add 65c. 
West of Miss. add 85c. 


tubular 
. 


FREE color catalog. 


* e 
Wiel Bethayres 2, Pa. 


GREENHOUSES 


YELLOW SPRAY 
ORCHIDS 


Oncidiums 
4 0. Ampliatum 
0. Panamensis 
0. Splendidum 
0. Stipitatum 
$8.95 each ppd. 


Free growing instructions with order 


$1645 = 3, $2395 «$2985 
aise ov TOM THUMB ORCHIDS 


Fascinating miniature oncidiums to grow on a 
windowsill. Plants average 5 inches high. En- 
chanting flowers in assorted colors. All plants 
flowering size, properly potted in 24 or 3” 
pots. All are true orchids. We have 9 different 
kinds. Free growing instructions. 


each 3 ae 
$395 ppd. $995 all different 
1959-60 Color Catalog Orchids and Houseplants—25¢ 


ALBERTS AND MERKEL BROS., INC. 
P. O. Box 537 FGN Boynton Beach, Flea. 


Any 
2 for 


FLOWER 
Arrangement 


AT HOME 


FOR PLEASURE—please your friends and family 
with oe corsages, centerpieces, etc. Your 
church and club will welcome your assistance in 
arranging impressive floral designs. Win Blue Rib- 
bens. Many earn good money while learning. 

FOR PROFIT—prepare for tremendous money- 
making opportunities for trained men and women 
in the Floral Field. You may quickly learn how to 
make professional arrangements for the home, wed- 
dings, social affairs, funerals—wherever flowers are 
used. Start your own profitable business or get good 
paying position. Excellent part-time money-making 
opportunities. Study and earn your certificate at home. 


MAIL COUPON FOR FREE BOOK 


NATIONAL FLORAL INSTITUTE 

11826 San Vicente Bivd., Studio D-119 

les Angeles 49, California 

Please send me your free book ‘Opportunities in 
Floristry’, and how | can learn at home. 
Name__ 
Address 


City. 





Zone___ State 





Hunpreps of thousands of garden 
minded folks from all over the country 
belong to garden clubs. A great number 
of these clubs are affiliated with their state 
horticultural societies, the Garden Club of 
America or the National Council of State 
Garden Clubs. The ‘National Council’ is 
some 400,000 strong, and to guide this 
great council is newly elected president 
Mrs. Jamie L. Johnson, Dearborn, 
Michigan. 

Most of us who have met this lady re- 
member her as a charming person but we 
wonder from her biographical data if she 
ever has a free moment. She is indeed 
civic minded. Mrs. Johnson has held 18 
offices in National Council, and six offices 
in the Federated Garden Club of Michi- 
gan, and she belongs to three local civic 
associations. 

Her hobbies include all phases of garden 
club work, youth organizations, drama, and 
the American Red Cross. 


Livestock and Pasture Festival 


The Marksville Garden Club, Marksville, 
La., was organized and federated in 1936. 
It has a closed membership of 40. 

In October this club presented the 
Louisiana Livestock and Pasture Festival 
Flower Show with its theme “A Flower 
Tour.” This is an annual show and garden 
clubs from all over central Louisiana are 
invited to enter the invitation class. This 
year featured an innovation: a class open 
only to accredited flower show judges. 

Here are titles of some of the classes in 
artistic design: South America, Take It 
Away; World Ambassador; Manhattan Sky- 
line; Cypress Gardens; Golden West; 
Alaska’s Winter Wonderland; Lovely Hula 
Hands—-Hawaii; Bermuda Holiday; Lus- 
cious Cuba; Jamaican Calypso Dancers; 
and Monte Carlo. 

One of the projects of this club is to 
plan monthly programs for women patients 
at Central Louisiana State Mental Hos- 
pital. Two or three members at a time give 
demonstrations on such subjects as corsage 
making, Christmas decorations, or how to 
pot house plants, and then help each 
woman individually as she tries her hand 
at these new skills. 

Club members also maintain Avoyelles 
Parish Courthouse grounds as a living 
memorial to those of the parish who served 
in World War II. 

An annual civic project of this club is 
sponsoring the Christmas lighting contest 
in Marksville. 

Marksville Garden Club members use 
5 x 7-inch ring-type loose leaf folders as 
covers for their yearbooks. In this way they 
may take out the old yearbook and insert 
the new one without any additional cost 
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Miracles Never Cease 


From The Grapevine, a new publication 
of the Bloomington Affiliated Garden 
Clubs, Bloomington, Minn., come these 
tips from editor Donna Gould: Saran 
Wrap is marvelous for displaying horticul- 
tural specimens at flower shows. Take the 
required amount (you'll have to judge this) 
and wrap the stem or stems of your cut 
blooms at the point where they meet the 
mouth of the bottle. Enough Saran should 
be used to fit snugly so that the specimen 
can be propped at whatever angle needed 
to show it to the best advantage. Saran 
isn’t noticeable and makes for a beautiful 
display. It’s wonderful too for wrapping 
husked ears of corn that must stay in per- 
fect judging condition during a show. Paper 
toweling works too, but it has a tendency 
to absorb water from the container leaving 
the specimen to wilt. Foil also works well 
but may cause injuries to foliage or fragile 
petals by a sharp edge. 


Religious Theme 


Many readers have written for informa- 
tion on a flower show built around a 
religious theme. Here is an original one 
presented by the Felicity Garden Club, 
Felicity, Ohio. 

Theme: The Twenty-Third Psalm. 

Classes: The Lord is My Shepherd; I 
Shall Not Want; He Maketh Me to Lie 


Mrs. Jamie Johnson, Dearborn, Mich- 
igan, newly elected president of the 
National Council of State Garden Clubs. 


Down in Green Pastures; He Leadeth Me 
Beside the Still Water; He Restoreth My 
Soul; He Leadeth Me in the Paths of 
Righteousness; For His Name’s Sake: I] 
Will Fear No Evil For Thou Art With Me; 
Thy Rod and Thy Staff They Comfort Me; 
Mine Enemies; Thou Anointeth My Head 
With Oil; My Cup Runneth Over; Surely 
Goodness and Mercy Shall Follow Me All 
the Days of My Life; and I Shall Dwell 
in The House of The Lord Forever; and 


Amen. 


Show—U niversity Sponsored 


The. Iowa State University Horticulture 
Club sponsors an annual horticulture show. 
All exhibits are by students; last year they 
had almost 200 exhibits in floriculture, 
pomology (fruits), nursery management, 
and vegetable crops. After the show they 
hold an auction, where all the exhibits 
are put on the auction block. Materials for 
the pomology, vegetable and nursery man- 
agement classes come from the University 
Horticultural Farm. Another money maker 
is a sales stand where house plants, apples, 
and other horticultural products are sold. 

Judging is based on selection and in some 
cases on packaging and displaying. Flori- 
culture materials are donated by leading 
florists all over the country. 

Dave Sindt, St. Paul, Minnesota, and 
Stanley Schultz, Iowa, were the 1958 chair- 
men of floriculture. Dave is an artist when 
it comes to making arrangements and I be- 
lieve you’ll enjoy reading about the classes 
in floriculture. The theme was “Around the 
Year at Iowa State College.” 

Here are some of the classes: January— 
an arrangement in a homemade or impro- 
vised container; February—Sweethearts 
Ball, A Corsage; March—Dames Daze, 
home economics students only; April— 
Military Ball; May—Veishea Parade 
(Homecoming) ; June—After Commence- 
ment Weddings; July—Vacation Time; 
August—Harvest Time ; September—Fresh- 
man Days (all green materials); Oc- 
tober—Homecoming, featuring school 
colors; November—Concert Season; De- 
cember—Christmas Tree Lighting. 


As Summer Meets Fall 


Garden clubbers often face problems 
in producing late summer shows. Here are 
classes used by The Lakota Garden Club, 
Lakota, Iowa. 

“Highways and Byways,” an arrange- 
ment using roadside material; ‘Fruit of 
the Blossoms,” an arrangement using 
berried or fruited branches; “Autumn Re- 
flection,” an arrangement of native grasses 
and seed pods; “Along the Garden Path,” 
mixed flowers arranged in a_ kitchen 
utensil; “End of Summer,” arrangement 
suitable for a hall table featuring cattails; 
“Wild Life,” featuring cattails and fresh 
plant material; and “Song of Iowa,” fea- 
turing corn. 


For the Juniors 


The Beardstown Garden Club, Beards- 
town, Illinois, has as a junior project the 
fashioning of miniature mobiles, and with 
three 4-H clubs cooperating to sell the 
tags they cleared enough money to start a 
good sized park planting fund. The drive 
was well received by the public; so this 
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next year, 
larger scale. 

This project aroused club interest in 
youngsters ten to 15 years old and sharp- 
ened their interest in 4-H flower arrange- 
ment projects. Consequently, there will be 
a junior division in the 1959 holiday show 
to give these youngsters a chance to dis- 
play their talent. 


they will try it again on a 


An International Language 


Several months ago I listed a few classes 
in the international fair in flowers pre- 
sented by the Richfield Garden Club, 
Richfield, Minnesota. 

I’ve had a number of inquiries asking 
for information on this unique show. 

The origin of the flowers in the horti- 
cultural division is interesting. Theme of 
the division was “Sun-flecked Sod and 
Flowering Gardens—An International 
Language.” 

Gladiolus, origin Africa. Lily, hemerocal- 
lis and chrysanthemums from the Orient. 
Dahlias, zinnias and marigold, a gift from 
Mexico. Antirrhinum (snapdragon) from 
Southern Europe. Coleus, native to Africa 
and Asia. Hybrid tea roses, a flower of 
ancient Europe and Asia. Asters (annuals) 
a native of America. Pansies, from the Old 
World. Petunias, from our South Amer- 
ican neighbors. Tuberous begonias from 
the mountains of South America and del- 
phinium from the mountains of Africa. 


World’s Fair of Gardening 
The “Floriade” to be staged in Holland 


March 25, 1960, and to continue to 
September 23, 1960, will be the largest 
horticultural exhibition ever assembled. 
Holland, one of the world’s largest ex- 
porters of horticultural products, will play 
host at this fair. More than a dozen coun- 
tries will display their skills and accom- 
plishments in the field of horticulture. 
Many American plant societies such as the 
Rose, Iris, and Hemerocallis Societies will 
have featured displays in this fair. 

Escorted tours will be scheduled to visit 
this fabulous display and continue on ex- 
citing extension trips throughout Europe. 
I am hoping to lead one of these tours, so 
if you are interested please drop me a 
card. I’ll see that you receive further in- 
formation. 


Stairway to Stars 


Scientists aren’t the only ones interested 
in the moon and the stars. The Dover 
Garden Club, Dover, Ohio, used as the 
theme of their recent flower show, “‘Stair- 
way to the Stars.” Their schedule con- 
tained enough advertising from local mer- 
chants to pay for the printing. 

The show is held in the Dover Public 
Library and each year nearly 2,000 people 
come to visit their shows. There are about 
200 exhibits in the arrangement classes and 
300 in horticulture. An excellent conserva- 
tion display this year featured live birds. 

Playground instructors here teach flower 
arranging to juniors. They say it is excel- 
lent for the youngsters, providing them 
with a restful period after exercise. ¢ 


ON THE CALENDAR 


October 24, 25; fourth annual show Hick- 
man County Chrysanthemum Society, High 
School Gymnasium, Centerville, Tenn. 

October 24, 25; Joplin Chrysanthemum 
Society Show, McAuleys High School Bldg., 
Joplin, Mo. 

October 25; the Garden Club Council of 
Carbondale’s 1959 fall show “Jet Flight,” 
Agricultural Bldg., Southern Illinois Univer- 
sity, Carbondale, Ill. 

October 30, 31; 16th annual National 
Chrysanthemum Society Meeting and Show 
and fourth annual Greater Cleveland Chrys- 
anthemum Society Show, Carter Hotel, Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

November 1; the Indiana State African 
Violet Society's Show of Violets, Severin 
Hotel, Indianapolis, Ind. 

November 1, 2; Decatur African Violet 
Society Show, Y. M. C. A., Decatur, Ill. 

November 5-8; first annual show of the 
Texas Chrysanthemum Society, Chapter 1, 
on the mall at Big Town Shopping Center, 
Dallas, Texas. Highway 80 at 67. 

November 7, 8; flower show Northlake 
Garden Club, Grant Park Field House, North- 
lake, Ill. Admission fee. Write: Mrs. Mathew 
Yarosh, 100 West Drive, Northlake, Ill. 

November 10; The Governors annual traf- 
fic safety conference, Topeka Municipal 
Auditorium, Topeka, Kans. 

November 12, 13; State Holiday Show and 
program, Federated Garden Clubs of lowa, 
Ames, lowa. 


November, 1959 


November 8-22; chrysanthemum show spon- 
sored by the Minneapolis Park Board. Ad- 
mission free. Hours 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Park 
Board Greenhouse 38th and Colfax, Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 

November 13; Christmas show, St. Louis 
Park Affiliated Garden Clubs, “Preview of 
the Holidays.” Union Congregational Church, 
Oxford and Alabama, St. Louis Park, Minne- 
sota. Open to public 2-9 p.m. 

November 14, 15; annual rose show, New 
Orleans Rose Society and a district meeting 
of the Gulf District of the American Rose 
Society, Fontainebleau Motor Hotel, New 
Orleans, La. 

November 15-29; chrysanthemum show, 
Como Park Conservatory, Como Park, St. 
Paul, Minn. 

November 21; flower show, Rural Gar- 
deners of Goodland, Methodist church, Good- 
land, Kans. 

November 21, 22; flower show “Christmas 
Legends,” Beardstown Garden Club, Beards- 
town, Ill. 

December 4; “Airs of Christmas,” spon- 
sored by four garden clubs in Jefferson 
Parish. Contact Mrs. M. A, Bradburn, 8127 
Versailles St., Metairie, La. 

December 5; Christmas flower show, Bird 
City Garden Club, Bird City, Kans. 

December 5, 6; “The Lights of Christmas,” 
sponsored by the Concordia Garden Club, 
Fellowship Hall Methodist Church, Concordia, 
Kans. 
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English Holly ideal for Christmas 


Send it to friends as gifts and use it for your own 
home decorating. Oregon holly is tops in quality. 
Long branches carefully selected for perfection, filled 
with bright scarlet berries. Shipped freshly cut, treated 
so berries and leaves will not drop during holidays. 
Packed in gift boxes. Shipped prepaid. 
Ne. } box ...20x 9x4 ... $3.00 
No. 2 box... 24x 10x 4%... 3.95 
No. 3 box ...30 x 12 x 64%... 7.00 
Sample Box . . . $1.50 


Send for illustrated folder 
N. VAN HEVELINGEN, 
BOX 5076-G 


Growers 


PORTLAND 13, OREGON 


The Time is NOW... 


To plan for beautiful roses in the 
spring. Send for your FREE copy of 
limited edition. 1960 


STAR ROSE Catalog 
The Conard-Pyle Co., West Grove 300, Pa. 


MEXICAN IMPORTS 
BIG FREE CATALOG 


Handtooled leather Purses and Shoes, 

Jewelry, aprons, tablecloths, novelty and 
gift items, moccasins, skirts, Mexican foods, alligator 
products, etc., direct from MEXICO. Buy direct from 
Importer and SAVE. 


Send Card NOW to: 
NORTHERN IMPORT CO. 
Dept. F-11, Reed City, Michigan 


TERRARIUMS 


Make your own Christmas terrarium or 
Berry Bowl with my packaged woodland 
material. Pkg. inc., Partridge Berries, 
Rattlesnake Plantain, club $3 50 
moss, various mosses. Ppd. . . 
CHRISTMAS BERRY BOWLS attrac- 
tively designed with woodland 
greens and brilliant red berries. 
Pear Bow!, $4.00; Planter Bow!l, 
$5.00; Ming Urn, $10.00. All post- 


paid. Your complete satisfaction 
guaranteed. FREE BROCHURE. 


A. E. ALLGROVE 


Box 305-M N. Wilmington, Mass. 


FREE CATALOG 


Reserve your copy now. Big 88- 
page Spring Catalog. All the old 
favorite flowers and plants plus 
many new ones. Send card today. 


HENRY FIELD Seed & Nursery Co. 
104 Oak St. Shenandoah, lowa 


rita I ATTA 
Te Mh, he 


ad 1,000 guaranteed selections: Roses, Shrubs, Trees 
sosncotty Flowers, Fruits & Seeds. 84 colorful pages from 
FeODY America’s Largest Direct-to- You Nursery 
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The Nautilocalyx clan: N. forgettii, 
lynchii and bullatus—represent a small 
group of erect-growing gesneriads (rela- 
tives of gloxinias and African violets) 
with handsome foliage. All of these are 
useful for a warm window garden or 
home greenhouse. 


by Elvin McDonald 


Here are the lone owners of three fa- 
miliar names: “baby’s tears,” is the 
only Helxine; this Synandenium is one 
of two exclusive members of the eu- 
phorbia family; “piggy back plant,” 
Tolmiea, is the attractive foliage in the 
lower picture. 


Two Cyanotis—‘“pussy ears” and “Teddy bear plant’”—one intimate branch of 
the big inch-plant family. These are easily grown indoors. They have special at- 


traction to small children. 
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WirHin THE 300-odd botanical 
families in the whole, wide world of 
seed-bearing or flowering plants, a 
modest number of “sub-families” 
(genera) are delightfully and curi- 
ously exclusive. In fact, some of these 
small clans have so few members on 
the botanical books, one wonders what 
Nature had in mind when she made 
them, each with certain definite char- 
acteristics—of leaf, flower, or habit— 
which set them apart from any other. 

Take the Crossandra infundibuli- 
formis (or undulaefolia, if you please) 
—formidable name for a shrubby lit- 
tle plant with glossy green leaves and 
constant clusters of shaggy coral flow- 
ers. This is the one, the only cros- 
sandra listed — a single-membered 
branch of the large botanical family 
Acanthaceae. Perhaps Nature was so 
pleased with this delightful creation, 
when she made it, that she broke the 
mold so there’d never be another 
like it. 

The popular “seersucker plant,” 
(Geogenanthus undatus) is also an 
“only.” So is Hypoestes sanguinolenta, 
called “freckle-face” or “pink polka 
dot plant.” The little Mexican fox- 
glove, Allophyton mexicanum, is one 
of only three. And there are just three 
chamaeranthemums (or is it chamae- 
ranthema?) to crawl and creep around 
a terrarium. 

In the outdoor garden, the “gas 
plant” (you may know it as dittany, 
fraxinella or burning bush—it’s known 
botanically as Dictamnus) has several 
minor variations in the flowers but 
all of them are the same species. The 
mignonette clan of the Reseda fam- 
ily lists only three members with white, 
yellow and fragrant flowers. The May 
apple, or Mandrake (Podophyllum 
peltatum) is one of only two species 
with that first name. And the cleome, 
or spider plant, has few relatives to 
speak of. 
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An accident of nature? Perhaps a 
plan. Some families—begonia, cactus 
and many others—are so numerous, 
it’s pleasant to punctuate botanical 
pages here and there with a genus 
that stands out because it’s small and 
exclusive. 

It’s even more likely one of nature’s 


tricks to gain and hold our interest 
in her children. Exclusivity makes 
many things more precious. Nature 
not only made some of these plant 
clans small, but she also endowed the 
plants in them with a very special, un- 
duplicated charm. In Nature’s world, 
there’s never a dull moment! ¢ 


Project for Hybridizers 


WoULD YOU LIKE to Carry on your 
plant hybridizing throughout the year? 
You can if you own a small green- 
house. What’s more, many greenhouse 
grown perennials bloom in far less 
time than those grown in the garden. 
To the hybridizer this time is most 
important. 


If you start daylily (hemerocallis) 
seeds in the greenhouse in November 
or early December, it is possible to 
have some of the seedlings flower by 
August or early September of the fol- 
lowing year. The bulk of them will 
take two years to flower, but garden 
grown seedlings take a full three years 
to mature. The iris hybridizer can lop 
months off maturing time. 

There are two methods of planting 
and caring for seeds of dormant or 
northern varieties of daylilies. Most of 
the southern varieties (evergreen) are 
too tender for harsh northern winters. 


With the first method, prepare flats 
of good soil containing at least one 
third peat moss. Plant the seeds about 
one-quarter inch deep. Cover them 
lightly with soil. Moisten the planting 
and set it outside to freeze. This is 
known as stratification. If you want 
to plant a large number of seeds, stack 
the planted flats one on top of the 
other. 


After the soil has frozen (about 
two weeks) bring the planted flats 
into the cool greenhouse. The seeds 
won’t need light to germinate, but 
when you notice green blades dotting 
the surface, (usually a week or two 
with daylilies), longer with irises, start 
giving the seedlings light. 

Keep them moist and give them 
bi-weekly feedings of one-quarter tea- 
spoonful of muriate of potash to a 
quart of water, along with their regu- 
lar monthly feeding of an all purpose 
fertilizer. 

Method number two is just fine 
when you garden in small quarters 
or when the seeds you are working 
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with may be a bit on the old side. 

Fill ice cube trays in your refrig- 
erator about half full of water. When 
the ice forms, add a few seeds to each 
cube, then fill with water. With this 
procedure the seeds will not float on 
the surface of the water. 

Leave them in the trays about a 
week, then thaw them out and plant 
in well drained bulb pans or small 
flats of good soil. This too works well 
with iris seeds (other than the Lou- 
isiana irises) . 

If you don’t have a greenhouse, try 
growing some of them under 40-watt 
fluorescent lights. They should be 
placed up close to the tubes—four to 
six inches away if possible. 

When danger from frost is past, 
plant the seedlings in the garden. 

If you failed to pollinate your own 
plants, purchase seeds from one of the 
specialists. Unless you have excellent 
stock, you will get superior seeds from 
them. You'll be amazed at the array 
of color and form you can obtain 
from one packet of daylily or iris seeds. 

Of course, the greenhouse is just 
made for hybridizing African violets, 
amaryllis, begonias, geraniums, glox- 
inias and many other exciting house 
plants and perennials. In the green- 
house it is possible to provide them 
with optimum conditions of tempera- 
ture, moisture, light and space. # 


These daylily seedlings growing in a 
plastic bulb pan are about a month old. 





It is easy to grow orchids 
at home. 


Beautiful purple flower- 
ing Cattleyas $10.00 ea. 


Cypripedium Fairreanum, 
lovely purple and green 


| Ladyslipper 


Both of these plants will bloom this fall 
or winter. Many other varieties available. 
Write for catalog. 


Prices are fob Monroe. 


MARGARET ILGENFRITZ, ORCHIDS 
MONROE Dept. FG MICHIGAN 


WATCH for your renewal no- 
tice! Renew promptly . . . don’t 
miss a single issue. 


FREE CATALOG on 
RU CATES 


« AFRICAN —— 


My biggest, best, most 
authoritative and colorful 
Catalog is now ready. 
Lists and describes the 
best of my hybrid Glox- 
inias, slipper Gloxinias, 
African Violets and other 
Gesneriads. Includes tub- 
ers, plants, leaves, 

special growing soil, books, 
supplies, special money- 
saving offers. 32 pages in 
all, and it’s yours FREE 
from America’s leading 
Gloxinia hybridizer. 


OP OP UDP UDP UMP UMA 
Order a 
) AFRICAN VIOLET 

\ PLANTS from this ad! | 


Strong healthy plants in 

212" pots—shipped postpaid. 

Cavalier $1 each: all other eae oe ee 

varieties listed $2 each. State variety. 

© Cavalier O Purple Pom Pom 

0 Dorothy Gray O Fringed Pom Pom 

O Pride of Rochester (© Gold Band 0 Afterglo 

DO Little Jewel 0 Ember Dream O Faberge 
ee ee 


ALBERT H. BUELL 
oo M-911, Eastford, Conn. I) 
io Ld i 
ALBERT H. BUELL naan 
Eastford, Conn., Dept. M-911 
Please send: 
(1) FREE GLOXINIA CATALOG 
[] AFRICAN VIOLET PLANTS 
as checked above 


[] Check [ M.O. enclosed for $_ 


O Shag 
O Encore 






















































































































FAST, FASY, SURE, SAFE 


for everything you grow! 


Instantly-soluble plant food 
for 5-way feeding. Plants 
“drink in” rich nutrients 
through their leaves, stems, 
blooms, branches, roots. Ex- 
clusive Reilly secret formu- 
la. Just add to water, sprin- 
kle or spray on everything 
you grow indoors or out! 
Used 25 years by profes- 
sional growers. Sold by 
leading nurseries, garden 
and hardware stores. 








Te eis 
2 ee $7 


New Fascinating HOBBY or +4 —— 
HOME-BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY! 
Learn little-known techniques for growing liv- 
ing “Ming” Trees only inches high. Beauti- 
ful Elm, Cherry, Orange, Cypress, Peach, 
ete.. that BLOSSOM AND BEAR TINY 
TASTY FRUIT. Help Fill demand for these 
sensational dwarfed Trees. FREE SEEDS 
(8kinds) and Mustrated Plan. State your age. Write: 
MINIATURE TREE NURSERIES, Dept. M-11, (Home-Grown Division ) Gardena, Calif. 









KILLS Aphis, Thrips, Leaf Hoppers and other sucking 


| 





insects. A safe, effective dog and rabbit repellent too! 
Endorsed by leading garden authorities since 1879. 


BLACK LEAF PRODUCTS CO. <(Gg/> Chicage 40, Iilinois 








FIGHT CANCER WITH A 
CHECKUP AND A CHECK! 


AMERICAN 
CANCCR 
SOCIETY 


EGINNING 
GARDENER 





Conservation th the Garden 


WE LEARNED IN elementary history 
that “one great cause of the continued 
prosperity of the United States has 
been the large number of rich acres, 
covered for the most part with gigantic 
forests and the great stores of coal, 
oil, and gas which are hidden away 
in the earth.” 

Over 50 years ago (May, 1908) 
President Theodore Roosevelt invited 
the governors of all the states to come 
to a conference at the White House. 
The purpose was to discuss a policy 
of preservation of these natural re- 
sources in order that the prosperity of 
our country might continue. Among 
the articles of agreement which the 
governors adopted was this one: “We 


| declare our firm conviction that this 


conservation of our natural resources 
is a subject of transcendent impor- 


| tance, which should engage unremit- 


tingly the attention of the Nation, the 
States, and the People in earnest co- 
operation.” 

But this is a column for beginning 


| gardeners. Why are we having a his- 
| tory lesson? The president called the 













conference because of the wasteful 
practices of the people with these rich 
gifts of nature. We, too, have “natural 
resources” in our gardens that should 
be conserved—not gigantic forests, of 
that we are sure, and probably no 
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stores of coal, oil or gas underground 
—but for our immediate garden needs 
we have even more valuable reserves 
than these. We should use this page 
from history as a warning to value 
and conserve, not waste, what we 
have at hand and make the best pos- 
sible use of it. 

A gardener who practices conserva- 
tion saves everything that can be re- 
turned to the soil. Nothing is burned 
except that which is diseased. Leaves, 
small twigs, any garden refuse when 
decayed makes rich garden humus. 
Where such material is not so heavy 
as to smother plants (as between rows, 
or between plants in the perennial 
borders) we can let nature take care 
of it by leaving it to disintegrate 
where it falls. On lawns (a layer of 
leaves will soon smother the grass) 
or on small plants, it should be raked 
together and carried to other parts 
of the garden or added to the compost 
pile. It is far too valuable for bonfire 
material. When decayed and added to 
the soil it helps to keep the soil loose 
and porous so that water can seep 
down easily. Rains cannot readily 
penetrate hard, baked soil and much 
valuable moisture is lost. Humus helps 
the bacterial life so necessary to a 
productive soil. 

Conservation practices include con- 


This conservative gardener has saved old tomato tops for the airy, light loose cover- 
ing needed over the pansy plants. Straw (leaves would have been equally as good) 
was first tucked around the plants but would have packed too much for the top 


covering. 
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serving moisture. Examine the soil at 
various places in the garden during 
drouth periods. Where is moisture 
found? Is the soil moist where it is 
directly exposed to the drying rays of 
the hot summer sun? Or is it the soil 
underneath a mulch of straw, par- 
tially decayed leaves, ground corn 
cobs, sawdust, or other mulching ma- 
terials? The same amount of rain 
probably fell on both spots. Conserv- 
ing moisture with mulch makes the 
amazing difference. 

The garden may look tidier if you 
cut all perennial plants to soil level 
in the fall and rake away all debris, 
but if it is left less tidy with stubble, 
it will catch the snow and hold 
Snow protects perennial plants from 
winter injury and provides moisture 
when it melts. A fall plowed vegetable 
garden (or spaded bed) left rough 
catches more snow than one raked 
smooth. 

Plants that remain green through- 
out the winter such as pansies, Gilia 
rubra, and penstemons need protec- 
tion from the winter sun and to pre- 
vent frequent freezing and thawing 


« 
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Ground corn cobs conserve moisture when spread between rows a strawberries. 


action which causes heaving. Much of 
this mulching material is found in the 
garden. Leaves can be tucked around 
plants (straw is good, too) but do 
not cover the plants with leaves for 
they might pack down and smother 
the plants. Save any branches pruned 
from evergreens, and the old tops of 
asparagus, tomatoes, or zinnias—any 
loose material—for the top covering. 


Spent flowers from arrangements, 
vegetable parings, outer leaves of 
vegetables that are not usable as food, 
all such material that came from the 
garden can be returned to it. Bury it 
in a trench so as not to attract flies 
or cause an offensive odor. It will 
decay and enrich the soil. 

Erosion causes the valuable top soil 
to wash away. This is particularly true 
on slopes. Terraces can be made to 
prevent water from running wastefully 
away taking the soil with it, exposing 
roots of plants or piling it on to such 
a depth that plants are injured. Hem- 
erocallis is one plant that holds its own 
in such a location, and also helps to 
hold the soil in place. ¢ 


Do not remove all plant material from 
the garden in the fall—leave stubble 
to catch and hold snow. 


Form terraces on slopes to hold the 
soil and prevent water from running 
wastefully away. Plants such as hem- 
erocallis are ideal for such locations. 


Leaves, small twigs and other garden 
refuse can be raked together to put 
on other parts of the garden or on 
the compost pile. The conservative 
gardener does not use it for a bonfire. 
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SEPTIC TANK TROUBLE? 


NORTHEL Reactivator 
keeps septic tank and 
cesspool clean. A bacteria 
concentrate breaks up 
solids and grease — pre- 
vents overflow, back-up, 
odors. Regular use saves 
costly pumping or dig- 
ging. Simply mix dry 
powder in water, flush 
down toilet. Non-poisonous, non-caustic. 
Guaranteed to reactivate septic tank, cess- 
pool. Six months supply (23 ozs.) only 
$2.95 postpaid. 
NORTHEL DISTRIBUTORS, GF-11 
P.O. Box 1103 Minneapolis 40, Minnesota 
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Strong 2-yr. transplants 4 to 8” tall. Wikesbiend 
Mass of roots, large leaves. Rhodaden- By 4-34 
dron, from red flowering stock. Azalea, ) "i 
hardy, mixed colors. 


Postpaid at planting time. Send for Free Catalog. 


@ DAVINGS FOR YOU 


ORDER NOW @ e @ for spring 


delivery 1960 of DAYLILIES and take advantage 
= our 1959 SPECIAL BONUS OFFER good until 
ec. 3ist. 


Eliminate the risk of losing plants during the 
winter. LET US GROW THEM for you. 
COLOR CATALOG upon request. 


Edenwald Gardens yinorte' ing. 
PEACH 


APPLE TREES ‘: “AS 20‘ 


Cherries, pears, plums, nut trees, strawberries, blueberries, 
dwarf fruit trees. Grapevines 10c. Shrubs, evergreens, 
shade trees, roses 25c up. We offer the newest blight- 
resistant pear introductions. Flowering crab and cherry. 
Quality stock can’t be sold lower. Write for FREE color 
catalog and $2.00 FREE bonus information. 


1 LENNESSEE NURSERY COMPANY 
BO CLEVELAND, TENNESSEE 


HOUSE PLANTS 


Rare bulbs and pot plants. Easy Orchids, 
new Begonias, Anthurium, White Poin- 
settia, Manaos Beauty. Illustrated catalog. 


PEARCE SEED COMPANY 


Dept. V8 Moorestown, N. J, 


DUTCH AMARYLLIS CATALOG 


Profusely illustrated in full color, with detailed descrip- 
tions of many varieties, and with valuable cultural hints. 
Included are Ludwig's, Van Meeuwen’s, and Warmen- 
hoven’s fine strains, plus the exciting Van Wavereh intro- 
ductions. Also listed are rare imports from India and 
Japan, plus many rare indoor bulbs and plants. 


Send 50e for your copy today. 


GROWERS EXCHANGE INC., FARMINGTON 3, MICHIGAN 


Write today for free illustrated ‘‘Book of 

Autumn’’, featuring daffodils, tulips, hyacinths, 

etc.; perennial seed and plants; Window gar- 

den seed and plants; Lilies—seeds and bulbs. 
Send postcard for your copy today! 


GEO. W. PARK SEED CO., Greenwood 97, S. C. 


od ; Froud ’ 
Crile 
SEED UP IN 30 HOURS 
ROOT CUTTINGS IN 6 DAYS 
CUT GERMINATION TIME BY % 
TRANSPLANT 2 WEEKS SOONER 
You, too, can get these results. Get 
free plans. Write GRO-QUICK Mfrs. 


351 = W. Superior St. Chicago 10, i. 
W. Coast 1864 Se. 120 St. Seattle 88, Wash. 


FLOWER 
BOOK 


ELECTRIC SEED 
BED HEATER 









If you missed our ad last month and if your 
ground is not frozen you can still take advan- 
tage of this big Romaine B. Ware bulb offer. 

@ World-famous de Graaff varieties @ Five large 
flowering size bulbs of Aurelian Hybrid mixed 
pastels @ Plus two bulbs of stunning Golden 
Fiesta @ All vigorous free flowering hybrids that 
will give you a gorgeous mass of color 


S213 Bh 
WANTED oh Diy 


os 


Free with above special! A copy of our best- 
selling brochure, “25 Little Garden Plans’’, 
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? featuring lilies and Perennials and how to plan 
your beds and borders. 











WRITE TODAY TOMORROW MAY BE TOO LATE 


ba Komaine B.Warced im 


BOX I11I1,CANBY, OREGON 













































VIOLETS 


We specialize in 
African Violets 
—exclusively! 


If you want violets 
that will bloom for 
you without pam- 
pering, plants that 
will reach you in 
fine growing condi- 
tion without breakage, send US your trial order! 
Plants like this $1.00 each postpaid. 


SPECIAL OFFER 






















































To prove to you that our plants arrive in fine con- 
dition, we will send postpaid and guaranteed, vour 
choice of a plant in bloom and labeled — Pink, 


White, Light Blue, 
vee - $1.00 
for $4.9 


African Violet Catalog FREE 


Tells how to grow your violets so 
they’re covered with bloom! Many 
pictured, all honestly described . 

for beginners and for collectors! 

Write TODAY! 


SPOUTZ ‘“vioer. GREENHOUSES 
FRASER, MICH. 


Dark Purple. 
(or all 5 






each 



































34303 MORAVIAN DRIVE 


“We specialize in choice varieties” 




















MONEY in FLORISTRY! 


For Men, Women, Families 




















Growing demand everywhere for Flower Design 
ers — men, women, eny ege. Big pay, full or part 
time. Or open your own Flower . We train you 
at home, spare time, supply professional design 
materials. Earn while learning. 
10 WAYS TO MAKE MONEY AT HOME WITH FLOWERS - Flowers costing 
— wholesale or from your garden bring dellers as corsages, wedding 
muquets, funeral pieces, etc. Orders come from friends, neighbors, churc hes 
hotels. Or grow flowers to sell to Florists. Easy, profitable. 
Professional Florists offer instruction, guidance oe 
“10 Ways to Make Money at Home with Flowers.” 
details and Lesson in professional Flower Arranging. 
No obligation. Write tedey. FLORAL ARTS CENTER, =" 
Dept. 811, 3570 West First Street, Los Angeles 4, Calif. 


DON’T BURN LEAVES! 


Make leaves, other waste, into rich fertilizer 
with science-discovery, ActivO. Quick EASY. 
Low Cost. See garden-supply dealer. Send Now 
ils. Or send $2.95 for 
best trial size PREPAID—enough for 
1500 Ibs. compost. Money-back guarantee. 


ACTIVO LAB., Bridgeton 45, Indiana 












































for complete Free details. 
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We send you a BIG 7-inch, 

a pair Sewing Scis- 

sors even o—- you 

pay einere == 

aay Sewin 
new friends. 


Eioors, This is re 
ae Crees ey “put P ~ 
pos: an ndlin: rc . 
Limit 2 pairs > family. oe Pe 


FREE SCISSORS, Dept. 4291, Box 881, St. Louis, Mo. 
42 





The leaves on my Photinia glabra 
turn black in winter and then fall off. 
Will you tell me what’s wrong and what 
to do? C. M. T., Alabama. 

Probably the Photinia glabra needs bet- 
ter winter protection. It is rather tender 
and winter injury to the foliage is followed 
by sooty mold, blackening of the leaves 
and destruction of the foliage. If it is 
given a little protection such as could be 
furnished by a shield of burlap, or some 
such device, the foliage would probably 
survive. 

Last winter, I planted a number of 
onion sets in our greenhouse. Some of 
them were planted deep in the ground, 
others were half covered and the rest 
just about on top of the ground. In all 
three cases the results were the same. 
The onion sets became soft and un- 
usable for eating. Can you please help 
me? R. J. W., Wisconsin. 

Onion sets usually are dried off in late 
summer and are dry enough to store by 
October. Then they must have a rest 
period. If they are replanted in winter 
the short rest period causes them to refuse 
to develop. Instead of using sets sow seed 
in flats in the greenhouse 60 days before 
you wish to set plants. At that time the 
little plants may be transplanted and will 
grow on. 

How do you start avocados from seed? 
In past efforts we have gotten a root 
started but the top breaks and seems 
io rot before it shoots up. Should it be 
| started in a cool place instead of full 
sunshine? And should the seed be dried 
some before planting? Mrs. O. S., 
ern 

The seed of the avocado will germinate 
if the base of the seed is kept at water 
level. The seed should be suspended by 
toothpicks or string in a glass of water and 
placed in a warm sunny window. The best 
way to germinate the seed is to plant it 
in a pot of porous soil. Keep it moist and 
at a temperature of 60°-70°. After the 
plant is up keep it in a sunny window. 

Could you tell me how to care for 
water lilies during the winter? Mrs. 
S. F. C., Illinois. 


#3 L\HE FORUM 


your questions answered by CL. Quear 


I assume that you refer to the hardy 
water lilies common to most garden pools, 
If the pool is to be drained in the fall and 
and if the lilies are planted in boxes, 
simply push the boxes of lilies to the side 
of the pool and cover them with leaves 
to the depth of the pool. Or the boxes of 
lilies may be carried into a root cellar or 
cool basement and stored just as they are 
until spring. When the tops have died they 
may be removed. The soil around the 
dormant bulbs should be kept slightly damp 
all winter. Place them back in the pool 
as soon as possible in the spring. As soon 
as the water warms sufficiently they will 
start. 

I have picked seeds from spreading 
and upright yews and plan to plant 
them. How do I go about it and how 
long should it take for the seeds to 
sprout? J. C., Iowa. 

Place the fresh yew seed in a flat of 
sand and cover it with screen wire to keep 
out rodents. Place the flat in the cold 
frame and leave it to freeze and thaw 
over winter. This is called stratification. 
In early spring sow the seed with the sand 
in rows directly in the cold frame. Some 
of the seed should germinate next spring 
and some of it not until the following 
spring. The plants grow slowly and must 
be carefully shaded and watered. The 
seedlings should be ready for their first 
transplanting in two years. You would 
probably get better and quicker results 
by taking cuttings in late spring and root- 
ing them in sand in a closed cold frame. 
The cuttings may be transplanted after 
one year’s growth. 

The leaves of my _ bird-of-paradise 
plants dry up on the ends and then die. 
New leaves appear but they, too, get 
brown tips. Also, how do you make them 
flower? Mrs. A. R., Michigan. 

Bird-of-paradise plants are quite sturdy 
and stand varied growing conditions. Dur- 
ing the summer and fall they like light 
shade and adequate water. When leaves 
dry at the tips it is usually due to dry air. 
Moderate humidity as well as adequate 
water at the roots usually keeps the broad 
leaves green to their tips. During fall 


Send your gardening questions to The Forum, FLOWER & GARDEN, Mid-America 


Building, Kansas City 11, Mo. Those of general interest and timeliness will be answered 


in this column. 








No questions can be acknowiedged or answered except in this column. 


Flower & Garden Magazine 


ee aa SS. TS lUlwreelUMNm eS SS. lS 


and winter the plants should be given all 
the light possible and a temperature never 
below 50°. When the container becomes 
root-bound and the plant has six or more 
leaves on each side it should bloom. Usually 
it will bloom two or three times during 
the year, generally in late winter and in 
mid-summer. 


We would like some information on 
how to make our northern grafted pecan 
tree produce more nuts. It is around 12 
years old and about 25 feet high. In 
the last four or five years, it has had 
about a dozen pecans. D. P., Ohio. 

Continued shallow cultivation and ferti- 
lizing the pecan tree with 50 pounds of low 
analysis fertilizer such as 6-6-4 will result 
in an increase in the yield of nuts. Some 
varieties of pecans are very slow to come 
into production. A 12-year-old tree is just 
reaching the age when it should start bear- 
ing. From now on the yield should increase 
slowly but steadily for the next 12 years. 


We are planning to raise flowers and 
foliage for dry bouquets. Can we buy 
teasel seed and where? Will it grow 
here? Mrs. L. S., Minnesota. 


Teasel is a biennial and seed sown in 
the spring should survive the winter in 
your region. A little coarse litter over the 
plants during winter should insure their 
survival. The best way to secure seed is 
to gather or purchase some of the dry 
heads and shred them. In them you will 
find ample seed for sowing next spring. 
The main stalk at its tip produces the 
largest teasel. It produces only pollen and 
contains no seed. The side branches pro- 
duce the smaller teasels called queens. 
They contain the seed. 


Could you tell me about the value 
of gypsum among flowers and vege- 
tables? Mrs. C. W. M., Indiana. 

Gypsum, commonly called land plaster, 
is used as a filler in insecticide dusts. 
Otherwise it is of little value in the flower 
garden. It will add calcium to the soil 
without decreasing the soil acidity as lime 
will do. Usually hydrated lime would be 
preferable to gypsum. 


My crown-of-thorns is eight years old 
and has never bloomed. Could you tell 
me what is wrong? Mrs. A. M. M., 
Michigan. 

A crown-of-thorns eight years old should 
be in bloom almost constantly if it has 
good growing conditions. Even rooted 
cuttings bloom the first summer and con- 
tinue to bloom from then on. The soil 
should be very porous so that water drains 
from it quickly. The plant should be 
watered regularly but no water should 
stand at the roots. Plants should have all 
the sun possible and should be kept warm. 
During winter the plants may be run 
cooler and drier but never near frost 
temperature. Even in winter it should 
show a moderate crop of flowers most of 
the time. @ 
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5 PACE-SAVE 


$21.95 


FLUORESCENT 
STANDS 
2 TRAY 


Now centralize your indoor gardening anywhere. Available 
with our fluorescent lights. Beautiful light green plastic 
trays are instantly removable for easy attention and sterili- 
zation. Never before such large capacity, beauty and qual- 
ity at these low prices. 8 tray Space-Saver (55°x24"x27") 
holds 288-21” pots. 4 tray (55"x24"x14") holds 144 
pots. 2 tray (30"x24"x14") holds 72 pots. Never rust or 
leak. Gray enameled steel stand. 1 double light hangs over 
each level of trays. Order 1 to 4 lights $12.95 each. 


8 TRAY 
AUTOMATIC TIMER FOR ALL 
FLUORESCENT STANDS $9.95 


Postpaid; add 10% west of Denver 


% MOIST-RITE FLUORESCENT KiT—Keeps seedlings and plants sunned and watered automatically. Plastic 
tray (24’'x12’'x3”) fed by wicks from 2 pint reservoir $4.50. Adjustable height fluorescent stand— 


single tube $11.95. Double tube $13.95. 


% CRYSTALITE INDOOR GREENHOUSE—Consistent humidity and fivorescent “Sunshine.” Makes plants 


come to fu 


bloom without fail. Crystal-clear Bakelite vinyl top on polished aluminum frame. Wick 


fed base tray. Beautiful and practical (24’x24x18"). 10,000 sold last 2 years. Greenhouse pictured 
$13.95. Light $8.95. (All items POSTPAID; add 10% west of Denver) 


IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFTS — Order safely ‘til Dec. 18. FREE LITERATURE 
GROWERS SUPPLY CO. « Dept. 2211 « Ann Arbor 5, Michigan 


Free Advance Copy 1960 Catalog 


60 illustrated pages of unusual hard-to-find supplies, 
equipment and accessories. Everything you need for 
African Violets, Gloxinias, Geraniums, all green- 
house and indoor plants. Potting mixes, plant food, 
large aluminum plant stands, fluorescent lights, etc. 
Largest selection any catalog specializing in indoor 
and greenhouse plant supplies. Send now for your 


free copy. 
THE HOUSE PLANT CORNER, Box 936, Oxford, Md. 


PLANT PERENNIALS 

FOR PERMANENCE 
Big new catalog lists many new & Hit 
unusual, easy to grow Perennial 
plants. Send for your copy today. 


RICHARDS GARDENS 
Box S-11 Plainwell, Mich. * 


PERENNIAL 
CATALOG 


urpeec 


eis FREE 


Spring Catalog 
New ideas for 


your garden 
SSTERN’S NURSERIES 


Dept. 120 Geneva, N.Y. 


Grows Better Plants in Soil, Sand or Water 
Preferred by millions of users for over 20 years. 
Simply dissolve and water your house plants, gar- 
den flowers, vegetables, shrubs and lawn. Clean! 
Odorless! Feeds instantly. if dealer can't supply, © 
send $1 for 10-oz. can, postpaid. Makes 60 gallons. 
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to Win New Friends 
for Burpee Seeds 


OUR GIFT TO YOU! 


FIVE BEST COLORS — Scarlet, Lavender, Rose, Yellow, and 

AY White. You'll have giant 5-in. blooms on vigorous fast- 

growing 3-ft. plants all season long—a gorgeous garden 

display and armfuls for bouquets in the house! To get 

acquainted, we want to give you all 5 Packets of Burpee 

Giant Zinnia Seeds, one of each color, $1.25 value FREE. 

All we ask is that you send 10c to cover post- Weite 

BURPEE age and handling. This Gift can be made only day 
SEEDS one to a family, and only before Christmas. 7 


GROW 


We'll also send you free and postpaid one of 


the first copies of the new Burpee Seed Catalog. 


W. ATLEE BURPEE CO., 301 Burpee Building 
Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, Calif. 
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Minimum order accepted in the CLASSIFIED SECTION—20 words, $18.00 per issue. Extra words 85 cents 

















































each. Special headings $1.50 extra. Initials, street address, city, state counted. Post office zone number 
will not be charged for. Closing date 12th of 2nd preceding month. Terms: CASH WITH ORDER. Address: 


FLOWER & GARDEN, Classified Dept., 543 Westport Road, Kansas City 11 





AFRICAN VIOLETS 


AMERICA’S FINEST. WRITE for free color folder. 
Fischer Greenhouses, Dept. G, Linwood, New Jersey. 


ENRICH-ALL ROOTING MEDIUM roots African 
Violet leaves faster. Packet 35c coin. 3 packets 
$1.00. Evelyn James, Box 103C, Davisburg, Mich. 


FASCINATING, UNUSUAL VARIETIES of Afri- 
can Violets. Important Announcement, see our 


circular. Stamped envelope please. The Select Violet 
House, Box 1444, Youngstown, Ohio. 


AFRICAN VIOLET SEED “SPECIAL.” $3.00. Con- 
tains 200 hybrid seeds (assorted colors, girl-types, 
doubles), planter, growing mixture and complete 
instructions. Mrs. Paul Myers, 4725 E. 35th, In- 
dianapolis 18, Ind. African Violet seed list available. 














AMARYLLIS 





FANCY IMPORTED DUTCH AMARYLLIS a 
specialty, over 100 named varieties, price $2.50 up. 
Robert D. Goedert, Box 6534, Jacksonville 5, Fla. 





WE HAVE AGAIN THE FAMOUS Royal Dutch 
Hybrid Amaryllis, prepared for Christmas flowering 
in six colors—red, white, orange, salmon, striped 
and rose. 1 for $3.50, 3 for $10.00. J. Leegwater 
& Sons, 2809 Highway Ave., Highland, Ind. 





ATOM-BLASTED SEEDS (MUTATIONS) 


FASCINATING STORY OPENS NEW FIELDS— 
Home and school projects. Flower, vegetable, tree, 
fruit, grain, cobalt-60 treated seeds. Informative 
catalog 10c. Ransom Seed, San Gabriel 1, Calif. 





BOOKS 





GARDEN BOOKS — IDEAL Christmas Presents. 
For most complete list write Botanica Books, Dept. 
X, Box 275, Morris Plains, N. 





BULBS 


BLACK LILY BULBS—Ger your famous black lily 
bulbs while supply lasts, $1.00 each postpaid. R. 
M. Hopkins, 1828 Dracena St., Bakersfield, Calif. 





BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


GROW ORCHIDS AT HOME. Profitable, fascinat- 
ing. Successful home grower explains ‘speciai light, 
temperature and humidity conditions orchids need. 
Free—full details. Orchids, 100 S. Vermont, Los 
Angeles 4, Calif. 


MAKE MONEY SELLING SENSATIONAL 
Dwarf Trees—bear giant-size apples, peaches, pears. 
Ornamental. Also Stark-Burbank Standard trees, 
roses, shrubs, vines, etc. Outfit free. Stark, Dept. 
30250, Louisiana, Mo. 


LEARN LANDSCAPING AND GROWING of 
Plants. Latest information on propagation, soil test- 
ing, plant growth regulators, garden design and 
color. Many money-making opportunities. A Life- 
time Career's home study course. Free booklet. 
National Landscape Institute, Dept. DC-119, 11826 
San Vicente Blvd., Los Angeles 49, Calif. 


LEARN FLOWER ARRANGEMENT & Floristry. 
Start your own business, part or full time. Many 
good paying positions open. Earn while learning. 
A Lifetime Career’'s home study course. Send for 
Free booklet. National Floral Institute, Studio DC- 
119, 11826 San Vicente Blvd., Los Angeles 49, Calif. 


DOLLS! DOLLS! DOLLS! We teach you to repair, 
make, sell all kinds of dolls and accessories includ- 
ing clothing. Earn while you learn. A Lifetime 
Career’s home study course. Free booklet. Doll Hos- 
pital School, Studio DC-119, 11826 San Vicente 
Bivd., Los Angeles 49, Calif. 
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SEEKING NEW PRODUCTS? Get my outfit 47 
money-making specialties. Latest conveniences for 


home, car. Send no money. Just your name. Kristee 
112, Akron, Ohio. 


(a ne it A A TR 


EARTHWORMS 








BIG MONEY RAISING FISHWORMS, CRICKETS. 
We teach you how to raise, sell. Free literature. 
Carter Farm-50, Plains, Ga. 


FREE PICTURE FOLDER. “How to Make $3,000 
Yearly, Sparetime, Backyard, Raising Earthworms!”’ 
Oakhaven—64, Cedar Hill, Tex. 


FERTILIZER 


4 


WORLD FAMOUS FERTOSAN. Liquid Compost 
grows garden fresh exhibition blooms all winter— 
continuously replaces nutrients used by plants. No 
soil exhaustion. Makes 40 gallons $1.25 PP. Clair 
Stille, 137 Bassett Ave., Lexington 27, Ky. 


, 





FLOWER ARRANGERS SUPPLIES 





CAREFULLY SELECTED EQUIPMENT for flower 
arrangement and corsages at lowest prices. Free 


illustrated catalog. ee Biddle Service, MA-11, 
Hawthorne, N. 


| 





GARDEN TRACTORS 





$95.00 SPECIAL GARDEN ROTARY TILLER 
and tractor combination. Value $177.00. Heavy 


duty 22”. Universal Manufacturing, 324 West 10th, 
Indianapolis 2, Ind. 


i 





GERANIUMS 


GERANIUMS: ZONALS; ODD: Rare: Unusual; 
Ivyleaf; Scentedleaf; Fancyleaf: Lady Washington. 
Catalog 25c. Write for Specials. Cook's Geranium 
Nursery, Sterling, Kan. 





GROUND COVER PLANTS 


MYRTLE (VINCA MINOR), PACHYSANDRA, 
English ivy. Fifty alike, $6.00. Hundred $10.00, 
postpaid. Ground Cover Service, 106 East Antietam, 
Hagerstown, Md. 





HOLLY TREES 


SEND FOR FREE BOOKLET “HOLLY IS EASY 
to grow."’ Lots of information about Hardy Hollies 
that you can grow. Earle Dilatush, Holly Specialist, 
Robbinsville, N. J. 





HOUSE PLANTS 


BUELL’S GLOXINIA TUBERS, GESNERIADS, 
Ferns, Begonias, Foliage, Cacti, Succulents. New fall 
catalog 25c. Tropical Paradise, 3810 Bales, Kansas 
City 28, Mo. 





LEATHERCRAFT 


FREE “DO-IT-YOURSELF” LEATHERCRAFT 
Catalog. Tandy Leather Company, Box 791-Z29, 
Fort Worth, Texas. 





MAGAZINES 


FLOWER LOVERS GUIDE offers bulbs, plants, 
seeds at 50% off catalog prices. Sample copy 15c. 
12 issues $1.50. 69B Walnut St., Struthers, Ohio. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


COMPOST KING. STEEL GRATING- SIFTER 
with storage bin. Write for information. Home 
Garden Products, 159 Pine Ridge Road, West Med. 
ford 55, Mass. 


a a at RR 


NURSERY STOCK 


GROW GIANT-SIZE APPLES, PEACHES, Pears 
on sensational Stark Dwarf Trees. Beautiful blooms 
too. New patented Starkrimson spur-type trees bear 
Delicious Apples years sooner. See vast selection 
Stark-Burbank fruit trees, roses, shrubs, etc. Big 
Color-photo Catalog Free. Stark Bro’s., Dept. 30050, 
Louisiana, Mo. 
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OF INTEREST TO WOMEN 


SEW APRONS AT HOME for stores. No charge 
for material to fill orders. In our fourth successful 
year. Write: Adco Mfg. Co., Bastrop 8, La. 


LEARN EXPERT CAKE DECORATING. Candy 
making. Free details to housewives! Candy & Cake, 
Dept. 541, Fallbrook, Calif. 


FREE CATALOG OF MEXICAN IMPORTS. 
Purses, shoes, jewelry, gifts. Save—buy direct from 
importer. Northern Import Co., Reed City 7, Mich, 


STYROFOAM DISPLAYS, CENTERPIECES, 
party favors, novelties, accessories. 10c brings nine- 
teen pages of information. Foam Fantasy Company, 
Box 748, Saginaw, Mich. 








PANSIES 


SUPER SWISS GIANTS - — Husky plants, mixed 
colors. 5SO—$2.00; 100—$3.00 postpaid. Lee's 
Pansies, Rt. 1, Box 272, Tyler, Tex. 


PANSY SPECIAL! 100 SWISS GIANTS. assorted 
colors, $3.00 postpaid. 100 Steele’s Mastodon Jum- 
bos, assorted colors, $5.00 postpaid. Dug and 
shipped same day order received. Satisfaction guar- 
anteed. Tyler Nursery & Floral Co., Box 881-F, 
Tyler, Tex. 





An 


PINE CONES 


AUTHENTIC PACIFIC COAST virgin forest prod- 
ucts. Unusual all-cone wreaths. Naturalist cone col- 
lection. Christmas evergreens. Illustrated booklet. 
Western Tree Cones. Brooklane. Corvallis, Ore. 








SUN DIALS 





VERY BEAUTIFUL SOLID BRONZE, many 
models, free catalog of Sun Dials and Patio 
Plates. Owen, Box 54C, New Ipswich, N. 


TROPICAL PLANTS 


RED IXORA. YEAR ‘ROUND BLOOMER. Orange 
Jessamine, flowers resemble orange blossoms in 
shape and fragrance. Oleander, pink or white. Grow 
indoors im winter, outdoors in summer. Healthy, 
well-rooted plants. $1 each postpaid, 3 for $2.50. 
Palmer Nurseries, Box 248FG, Osprey, Fla. 
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WILDFLOWERS 





WILDFLOWERS AND FERNS, to brighten a shady 
nook. Send today for Free catalog. Wake Robin 
Farm, R.D. No. 1, Home, Pa. 





Here’s How To Tell When 
Your Subscription EXPIRES 





year, 9 
Sept.) OND 9 (61) 


(Oct., Nov., Dec.) 
Whenever you write us, names refer 
to your subscription code number. 









Remember Your Zone Number! 


If you live in one of the 106 cities which 
have postal zoning . . . use your zone num- 
ber when you address your mail. Whether 
you are writing letters, sending orders or 
renewing FLOWER & GARDEN ... 


Always Use Your Zone Number. 
FLOWER & GARDEN Magazine 
543 Westport Rd., Kansas City 11, Missouri 
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Fun for Five 
(Continued from page 18) 


drip-proof construction. The gutters 
gather rivulets of moisture that col- 
lect and floods them into pipes which 
drain under the benches where they 
again supply moisture in the green- 
house. 

Another angle is that barnyard ma- 
nure, peat moss and smelly chemicals 
must be endured if one is to design 
and plant a decorative planter for a 
customer who must always be pleased. 
A shoe-string florist must have nothing 
but satisfied customers—and if all five 
of us are not satisfied, we do not stop 
until we are! 

A greenhouse owner cannot take 
off for days on jaunts without provid- 
ing protection for his investment. 
Automatic equipment is fine, but it 
still must be watched. For example, 
on warm windy days the automatic 
vents won’t shut because the tempera- 
ture is too high—and much humidity 
is lost in a few minutes. Seedlings and 
tender new stock suffer a_ setback 
which can be fatal, depending on the 
plant material and its growth cycle at 
the time of the brutal change of con- 
ditions. 

I believe that a home greenhouse 
will have something in it that will 
interest every member of the family. 
Operation of a greenhouse creates 
certain discipline and orderly habits. 
It is not a plaything—it will not ever 
be a get-rich-quick hobby-business. 
Yet, it is a sort of plaything in that 
it gives a few moments of joy and re- 
laxation to everyone who comes near. 

Take it from us! For any family’s 
profit-making hobby — and not in 
dollar-cent values alone, a greenhouse 


certainly fills the bill. ¢ 


Six Green Thumbs 


(Continued from page 19) 


winter of indoor gardening, we find 
that it has infiltrated our entire way 
of life. We rise early so we can see 
what is new and what is blooming, 
and just to breathe in the moist sweet 
perfume. Our five-year-old takes de- 
light in growing “Jack and the bean 
stalks” which climb vigorously up 
strings to the roof. Her vocabulary 
includes an array of gardening terms 
that few children ever hear and on 
rainy days she and her friends can be 
found in the greenhouse potting little 
plants in their own special corner. 


November, 1959 


Aside from healthy flowers and 


house plants for ourselves, we grow | 


living gifts for Christmas, Easter and 
other special occasions. Poinsettias, 


azaleas, begonias, lilies, hyacinths and | 


attractive planters make the hobby a 
further money-saver. 


It was my idea to make the green- 
house a versatile room. Since this 
home followed the modern trend and 
did not have a completely separate 
dining room (and since I had an in- 
vestment in table linens), we made 


the greenhouse large enough to hold | 


a garden table which seats eight. 
Many’s the time we’ve entertained 
under the stars or had friends in for 
a sunny Sunday lunch despite snow 
on the ground. When the sun beats 


down on us greenhouse workers, we | 


can spend an afternoon in our mid- 
winter tropics and feel that we are 
in Hawaii. Even our dog seeks the 
floor of the greenhouse as his favorite 
spot for a warm afternoon nap. 


No longer do we have guests who 
sit hungrily in the living room await- 
ing my dinner. It is already a tradition 
to tour the greenhouse while I make 
the final preparations and almost 
everyone goes home with a tiny pot 
of some new plant we’re working on. 


Currently I have a salad corner in the 
greenhouse—complete with tomatoes, 
cucumbers, parsley, onions, peppers— 
and we can truly have a garden salad 
even in the winter. 


Despite the temperature regulations, 
the suspense of yearly-blooming or- 
chids, muddy manicures and experi- 
ments that fail, we three admit that 
the greenhouse is the favorite room in 
our home. And, though our green 
thumbs may still be a tender shade 
of green, we love our hobby. ¢ 


Meet the Six Green Thumbs: Mr. and 
Mrs. Cliff W. Krueger and Claire. Mask 
off the greenhouse and you'll see how 
un-balanced the house appears. 








her face will zever 


grow hair gmap 
gain! So 


Unwanted hair removed perma- 

nently NEVER TO GROW BACK! Hair 

roots are destroyed almost in- $795 
stantly, leaving the skin smooth onLy 

and unmarred by ugly hair for the 

rest of your life. The miraculous LEMOS PERMAGON 
costing only $9.95 complete, will ease the hair 
from any place on your body gently and safely. 
Complete refund if PERMAGON’s safe, gentle self- 
electrolysis method doesn’t do for $9.95 what pro- 
fessional beauticians charge hundreds of dollars 
to do. No wires to plug in. By following our ac- 
companying safe simple instructions and avoiding 
warts, moles and other blemishes, you will be free 
of unwanted hair forever. it will never grow back 
again! Order today. Send $9.95 and we ship pre- 
paid. For COD send $1 deposit and pay postman 
balance pilus COD postal charges on delivery. Brian- 
Lloyd Co., 11 E. 47 St., Dept.M-23,New York 17, N. Y. 


COMPOST 
50c A TON 


EASILY MADE FROM WASTE MATERIAL 


Burkleigh Compost Activator is natural: contains 
no chemicals. Makes sweet. earthy compost from 
leaves, grass clippings, garden waste, hay, straw, 
sawdust, manures, ete. A little does much. Keeps 
full strength until used. 

Send only $1 for enough to activate up to two 
tons of waste material, plus complete tnstructions in 
16-page composting booklet including "SECRETS OF 


SAWDUST". 
ORDER BY MAIL TODAY. We pay delivery 


DRUMCLIFF CO., Dept. 416, Towson, Md. 


D % Pa 


“Most 
enjoyable bobby | know. 
People drove 100 miles 

te see this plant .. gm, 
10 flowers 81 
ross.” 
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WORLD’S MOST THRILLING HOBBY — * 
PROFITABLE HOME BUSINESS. SUCCESS- : 
FUL HOME GROWER offers COMPLETE illustrated instruc- 
tions. Tells HOW TO START. Explains everything you need 
to know about growing Cattleyas, Cymbidiums, Odonto- 
glossums and others. Many Orchids GROW 

SOIL, get food from the air, In- 
structions include real BLOOMING-SIZE 
ORCHID PLANT. FREE—full details and 3- 
months Subscription to “Orchidian,” the “show- 
how” publication for home Orchid growers. 4 r 


Write Today! Tropical Flowerland, Dept.1811 100 S. Vermont, Los Angeles 3, Cal. 


TREES... 


3 to 5 yr. healthy, selected trees, 8” 
to 16” tall. 5 each of: Colorado Blue 
Spruce— Norway Spruce — Austrian 
Pine — Scotch Pine — Douglas Fir. 
Postpaid at planting time 
Write for Free Evergreen Catalog 


MUSSER FORESTSE:Dyece.am indiana, Pa. 


PERENNIAL SEEDS 


Many fine hardy perennials are easily grown 
from seeds planted in late fall for spring ger- 
mination. Varieties which need a cold period to 
break dormancy include Hardy Primroses, many 
Lilies, Hardy Phlox, and others. A complete sec- 
tion in ‘’Park’s Flower Book of Autumn for 1959” 
is devoted to these choice hardy perennials. 
Yours for the asking. 


GEO. W. PARK SEED CO., Greenwood 89, S. C. 


wy LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR 


Make $20 to $60 a day. Millions of new and old 
homes. estates. etc., need modern landscapina, Con- 
tracting is full time job for those who want to start 
own business. Start with smaller projects and work 
into larcer jobs. We show you how. Easy-to-follow 
Home Study Course. Hundreds of successful grad- 
uates. Write for Free Book. 


NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE 
11826 San Vicente Bivd., Dept. D-119. Los Angetes 49 





FEED-O-ROLL 
BIRD 
FEEDER 


Attracts lovely songbirds 
when filled with suet, 
suet cakes or bread. Cyl- 
inder design of enam- 
eled rust-proof wire al- 
lows feeding from all 
sides, Self-draining from 
rain and snow. Squirrel- 
proof too if hung on a 
long wire. Easy to hang 
and fill. Order No. 
1491. . 


Only $1.98 each Postpaid; 2 for $3.75 


Send for free gift catalog of unusual items. 


DOWNS & co., dig 


eeFor Your Office — 
Mysterious 


Little Black Box 


S-l-o-w-I-y 
A PaleHand Emerges...! 


“4 


his little black box just sits there—quiet, 
sinister, waiting for you or your visitor 
to throw the switch on. Then, suddenly 
it comes to life, with a whir of power—twitch- 
ing and jumping as if a demented genie were 
locked inside. Slo-o-o-wly the lid rises. From 
beneath emerges a pale, clutching hand. The - 
hand grabs the switch, pushes it to “off”, 
quickly disappears back in the box. The lid 
slams shut. Once again, all is quiet. All, 
except your shaken friends, many of whom 
will immediately take the pledge! Be first to 
own it! Send now. Ideal also for the bar. 
Complete with batteries, only $4.98 
plus 25¢ for postage and handling 
Cuaranteed to unnerve or money back. 
Enclose remittance. Available by mail only from 


AM-9 Spencer Bidg.. 
ee SPHCER GHTS Atlaniic City, N. J. eee 


1000 NAME AND $1 
ADDRESS LABELS 

ANY 3 DIFFERENT ORDERS $2 ppd. 
Sensational bargain! Your name 
and address printed on 1000 fin- 
est quality gummed labels. 
Padded! Packed with FREE Plas- 
tic GIFT BOX. Use them on sta- 
tionery, books, cards, ete. 1000 
only $1 ppd. SPECIAL OFFER— 
ANY 3 DIFFERENT ORDERS $2. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. HANDY 
LABELS, 1145 Jasperson Bidg., 
Culver City 1, California. 


E. O. S. 


Our Fall “‘end of season’ sale starts Nov. 1. Included 
are unbelievable bargains in imported tulips, hyacinths, 
daffodils, crocus, and many other rare and unusual bulbs 
and plants 


Remember — it’s not too late to plant! 


Bulbs can be 
planted safely up until the ground is frozen 


Send self-addressed, stamped envelope for list. 


GROWERS EXCHANGE INC., FARMINGTON 3, MICHIGAN 


Grow Indoors on Small Plants 


rzest LEMONS 


Largest 


Also Oran pee Tangerines, Figs and Gardenias 
Lemons weigh 1 to 3 lbs. and have beautiful waxy- 
white fragrant blossoms. Imagine the thrill of picking 
your own Lemons, Oranges, Tangerines & Figs. 
ree illustrated catalog. Write today. 
Ackerman Nurseries, 675 Lake St., Bridgman, Mich. 
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Horticultural and Rose Expert Dies 


Petrus J. Van Baarda, Medford, 
Mass., widely known horticultural and 
rose expert, died unexpectedly at his 
home September 16. 

Mr. Van Baarda was associated with 
Breck’s of Boston for over 50 years. 
He was a member of the Horticultural 
Society, Horticultural Club of Boston 
and National Association of Gardeners. 


Golden Rain Tree 
(Continued from page 12) 
we can see how gracefully and har- 
moniously the branches fork and twist 
in Oriental fashion, silhouetting a 
lovely pattern against the winter sky. 
When sparkling frost or feathery snow 
outlines the branches, contrasting with 
the dark gray bark, the sight is almost 
breath-taking. 

Vachel Lindsay used the golden rain 
tree as the symbol of New Harmony in 
his Golden Book of Springfield after a 
visit there on a lecture tour. 

Don Blair, a more recent writer in 
New Harmony has said, “Perhaps it 
is an error to consider a tree as a 
friend, but is not that which gives 
pleasure and comfort to us, our friend? 
We do not know why, but the golden 
rain tree seems to have accepted man 
as its friend and wishes to be near 
him, for it is not to be found in the 
woods or fields. There is not a yard in 
New Harmony in which the tree does 
not grow with the greatest profusion, 
and thousands of them fall to the lawn 
mower every year, yet they do not 
spread to the fields.” 

The golden rain tree is also pop- 
ularly known as the “varnish tree” and 
belongs to the Soapberry family. Its 
botanical name is Koelreuteria pani- 
culata. It was named for Joseph Gott- 
lieb Koelreuter, a German naturalist, 
who was one of the early botanists to 
realize that plants, as well as animals, 
possess sex. He published his findings 
in a book on hybrid plants in 1760, 
but his “revolutionary ideas” found 
little acceptance among agriculturists 
of his time. The species name pani- 
culata refers to the great panicles in 
which the flowers and seeds are borne. 

This handsome, medium-sized, 
round-headed tree is especially satis- 
factory for lawns and parks. Although 
it may need some special protection 
in its early winters farther north, large 
trees are growing successfully in De- 
troit and Boston. It stands heat and 
drouth well, prefers a slightly alkaline 


In winter we can see how trunk and 
branches twist and turn with never a 
straight line. Blair calls the tree “a 
baton conducting the symphony of the 
winds with the graceful motion of a 
master.” 

soil, but grows in almost any kind. It 
seems to require little food and water. 
Even very young trees will bloom. 

Although it never produces a really 
straight trunk or branches, it always 
presents a symmetrical and artistic 
shape. The slightly gnarled or attrac- 
tively-crooked character of the limbs 
makes the tree all the more pictur- 
esque, especially during the winter. 

If trimmed up, the tree grows tall, 
even to 30 or 40 feet, but its many 
charms can be enjoyed much more if 
it is allowed to branch near the ground 
and spread out over grass or low 
shrubbery. A good effect comes from 
planting several trees in a clump. The 
tree will tolerate shade, but does better 
in full sun where its beauty is un- 
crowded. It is especially valuable as 
a close-in shade or ornamental tree 
for terraces and patios. # 


“For want of a better name, I’m calling it 
Neo-Rex-Tuberous-Rhizomati!” 


Flower & Garden Magazine 





W-W PORTABLE SHREDDER-GRINDER is America’s 
favorite and most versatile machine for proc- 
essing organic matter so it composts faster. It 
also shreds, grinds, screens, or mixes soil, 
compost, leaves, garbage, peat moss, etc. for a 
richer, more fertile soil. Easy portability with 
weight on wheels instead of you. Pulls away 
from pile—not through it. Model 2 (illus- 
trated) has 244 h.p. recoil starter engine. 
Electric available. Prices start at $129.95 
power-equipped for smaller Model A f.o.b. 
Wichita. Liberal terms available. W-W 
Grinder Corp., 2957-C No. Market, Wichita 
4, Kansas. 


KEEPS SEPTIC TANKS WORKING Detergents, 
grease, soaps and other household chemicals 
often play hob with septic tank operation. 
(And usually the trouble happens at the most 
inconvenient times!) Boyer Enzivator starts 
powerful bacterial action which keeps septic 
tanks operating at peak efficiency .. . keeps 
you free of nagging worry. Treatment’s safe, 
easy . . . just flush down toilet. One Ib. 
can (a complete treatment) only $3.00 post- 
paid. Send check or money order to: Boyer 
Chemical Co., Dept. H, 1611 Church St., 
Evanston, Illinois. 


TEETH STAY TIGHT for months with amazing 
new soft pink liner. Eases sore gums giving 
you lasting comfort —eat anything. Ends 
daily bother with stickums you swallow. 
Easy to use, pure, harmless, gentle, brush- 
able, clean, removable. Fills out shrunken 
mouth making you look and feel younger. 
Holds dentures tighter longer or your money 
back. Save money and time —send only 
98c for big sheet or ask for information. 
©Plasti-cushion® 85 (FG119), Elyria, Ohio. 
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CHOICE FARM FRESH 


HOLLY 


Prem the Ecanyemrn Martial 


REAL CHRISTMAS HOLLY. Now you can decorate 
your home lovelier than ever with fresh, 
choice, treated sprays of glossy green, rich red 
berried English Holly. An unusual gift any- 
one will enjoy. Boxes topped with Sprig Mis- 
tletoe. Embossed Gift cards enclosed. Money 
back guarantee. Arrival about Dec. 16 unless 
other date requested. H-2 An armload of 
Holly. Ppd. $2.95. H-3 Over 2 armloads of 
Holly. Ppd. $4.95. HG-6 A bounty of Holly 
plus greens, pine cones & Variegated Holly. 
Ppd. $6.95. WR-8 16” English Holly wreath 
with red bow. Ppd. $5.95. Write for exciting 
gift folder Bill Zamboni’s Northwest Corner 
Store. Longview 2, Washington. 


FOR YOUR CAT-OWNING FRIENDS the perfect gift 
is Cats Magazine. Each month it’s filled with 
news, stories, helpful articles on care and 


health, poems, pictures . . . all about all 
kinds of cats. Standard magazine size, it will 
please every cat lover twelve times in the 
year. Send only $3.50 for the first one-year 
subscription, only $2.50 for each additional, 
including your own if desired. Gift card and 
December issue will be sent to arrive just 
before Christmas, or earlier if you specify. 
(Sample of current issue sent on request— 
35c.) Cats, 289 House Building, Pittsburgh 
22, Pennsylvania. 


LIKE WALKING ON AIR— bouncy foam crepe 
soles. Over sizes in stock! Choice leather, 
handlaced, flexible, smartly styled and qual- 
ity made. Women’s full & half sizes 3 to 13, 
AAAAAA to EEE. Red, Smoke, Taffytan, 
White, Black. All purchases subject to ex- 
change or money-back. Fast delivery — 
COD’s accepted. Factory-to-you Special 
Offer: $5.95 plus 50c post. Moccasin-Craft, 
58-FS Buffum St., Lynn, Mass. 


BY MAIL 


STURDI-BUILT GREENHOUSES. Here it is! Your 
chance to get a greenhouse with newest type 
prefabrication ever offered! Dates all other 
methods! Lifetime-Redwood! Drip-proof con- 
struction! And world’s lowest prices. For a 
greenhouse complete above base with glass, 
prices start at only $199! Freight prepaid! 
For color catalog showing sizes and styles, 
write Sturdi-Built Manufacturing Co., 11304 
S. W. Boones Ferry Road, Dept. G, Portland, 
Oregon. 


THE HOME & GARDEN CALENDAR 1960. It is 
filled with lovely table settings, holiday deco- 
rations, flower arrangements, including ori- 
ental driftwood, dried, fruit and vegetable, 
and a graphic selection of America’s best 
arrangements as featured in the latest Inter- 
national Flower Show. Plant materials, colors 
and the techniques of making each beautiful 
decoration are fully explained. Gives space 
for daily appointments, garden notes, holi- 
days, etc. With 75% more writing space than 
other desk calendars, this makes a perfect gift! 
Cover is in full color with 62 photos inside. 
Boxed, $1.00 ppd. Dorothy Biddle Service, 
Hawthorne 22, New York. 


PRIZE-WINNING AFRICAN VIOLETS. For years the 


prize-winning blossoms at the National 
African Violet Show have been grown with 
Plant Marvel. It supplies the natural, con- 
centrated food elements needed for rapid, 
healthy growth and bloom. Easy and eco- 
nomical to use. Send $1.45 for 1 lb. can, 
makes 250 gallons of rich liquid food. Write 
for free sample and our African Violet 
folder. Plant Marvel, Dept. FL-119, 622 
West 119th St., Chicago 28, Illinois. 
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Tus YEAR I’m repeating the pro- 
tection for the late blooming mums 
that worked so well last year. When 
replacing our storm sash with new 
ones, I kept the old ones. If you don’t 
have any storm sash you probably can 
pick some up cheap from a wrecking 
company, or use regular window sash. 
Even new ones are not too expensive— 
when you consider what they will 
accomplish for you. 

Simply stand the sash on ends, 
making a pen around the mums. 
Hold them in place by tacking a 
one-inch strip along the tops, and 
toe-nail the sides occasionally. Lay 
a row of narrow boards under the 
bottoms for protection. 

Place another sash over the top. 
This can be hinged on one side with 
butt hinges, or you can make hinges 
from leather. Fasten the opposite side 
of this top sash down just in case you 
get a strong wind. 

To cut the flowers, or on days when 
it gets too warm, raise the sash from 
one side. The 18-inch to two-foot long 
cutters that hold the flower stem after 
it is cut, are especially handy at this 
time. (They'll make a good Christmas 
gift for someone. ) 


A similar use can be made of base- 
ment sash. Sometimes I find that 
things get too large for the greenhouse 
before time to put them out. Likewise 
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the regular cold frame is too low to 
take care of such plants. 

I have some 18 x 24-inch sash. A 
pair of these are nailed together at 
right angles, forming the corners and 
ends. The bottoms are toe-nailed to 
the regular cold frame form. The space 
between the ends is then filled in with 
additional sash. A one-inch strip is 
tacked along the tops to hold the sash 
in line. 

This really makes an unheated 
greenhouse. It gives more head 
room and light to growing plants, 
and also gives them a chance to 
harden off before going into the 
ground. 

« 

While orchids are considered exotic 
flowers, they are not as temperamental 
as most of us have been led to believe. 
One of their main requirements is to 
pot them up in a fibrous material, in 
a pot with plenty of drainage. 

It is not my intent to try to give you 
cultural directions on raising orchids— 
I have far too much to learn along 
those lines myself. But I do want to 
pass on to you how you can solve the 
drainage problem. They make clay 
pots with slotted sides for orchids. I 
suspect they are hard to find except 
in specialized outlets. We have taken 
a regular clay flower pot, and with a 
hack saw, cut V notches on four sides 
that make for perfect drainage. 


LATE MUONS 
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I have also used an electric drill, 
with a metal bit, to drill extra 
drainage holes in the bottom of clay 
pots. DON’T force the drill too 
hard, especially when you are just 
about through. In fact, it is best to 
check as you drill, and as soon as 
the point breaks through, reverse 
the drill and finish drilling from 
the other side. Otherwise, some- 
times it will flake off a large piece 
as the drill goes all the way through. 
You may also wish to hang a pot 

sometime. Mark off either three or 
four spots equal distances around the 
top band of the pot and about a half 
to three quarters of an inch from the 
top. You can then drill holes through 
the band with an electire drill. It is 
best to use a small bit, just large 
enough to let you run a wire through 
to make your hanger. 

For hanger loops or eyes it is best to 
use copper or brass wire, as it will not 
rust. I frequently burn the insulation 
off copper cable or house wire. You 
can also buy brass chain for hanging 
pots and boxes. 

Again let me caution you about not 
putting on too much pressure or trying 
to force the bit too fast. You probably 
have some cracked or broken pots on 
which you might like to practice. You 
will also find that pots that are 
thoroughly dry will drill better than 
those that have been recently wet— 
ee 
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Photo Courtesy Lord & Burnham 
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e If you have a plant hobby and want to sell enough to cover expenses 
e If you are retired and want to increase your income 

e If you are a housewife with a few extra hours to devote to plants 

e If you are a teenager who needs allowance money 


; 7 ~ 
s . 
then the . ’ h, 6 ’ ’ 2 . / 3 . 
o ¢ Photo Courtesy Aluminum Greenhouses 


For it guides you through every possible aspect of a greenhouse 
venture .. . even suggests plants to grow that are not normally 
on the market but would be good money-makers if available. 
And in case you haven't a greenhouse yet, you'll learn about 
the different kinds and where to place them. 


% 


a 


Now you can share Peggie Shulz’s trade secrets in running a 
home greenhouse for profit. Find out how to sell to commercial 
plant houses; how to reach special markets like dime, chain, 
grocery, drug, department stores; how to build a mail order 
business; how to price plants; plants to grow; and much more. 


Whether you want to grow one crop or offer an assortment, 
whether you want a year-round business or a part-time source 
of profit, you'll find the know-how in this unique book. 


$$$ $$$ $$ $S$88 $ $ 
Flower & Garden Book Shop 


Photo Courtesy Aluminum Greenhouses 


Order Your Copy 
Today 


for Fun 


and Profit! 


“How to Make Money from Your Home Greenhouse.” 


| enclose___________in payment @ $5.95 per copy. 
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See How Easily You Can 
Grow Apples, Peaches, Pears 
—Even in a Tiny Backyard! 


SENSATIONAL 
Get Big New 64-page Color-Photograph DISCOVERY! 
Catalog—FREE! See how a ‘‘vest 


pocket”” backyard can be a Garden of ARKRIMSQ 
Eden with Stark Dwarf Trees! No bigger 


than a lilac bush, they o€LICiOus: 


SEE PAGES | ond 6-11 tor 

New Miracle FRUIT-SPUR TYPE Apple Tree 
STARKRIMSON DELICIOUS ©, Bisbee Strain 
Supply 1 Very Lanited Order Forty ! 


' : Bisbee Apple — 
grow bushels of luscious 
full-size apples, peaches 
or pears QUICKER— 
fruit as big and fine as 
on regular-size trees. Just 
reach up and harvest! 
Ideal for borders. See 
exclusive Leader Va- 
rieties in Dwarf and 
Standard Fruit Trees 
...418 outstanding va- 
rieties of U.S. Patented 
Fruits, glorious Roses, 
Shrubs, Vines... from 
world’s largest nursery 
now in its 144th year! 
Mail coupon TODAY! 


U.S. Plant Patent No. 1565 
So that sensational Stark- 
rimson Delicious apples 
copld be grown in home 
yards, on farms, and in the 
commercial orchards of the 
world, Stark Bro's paid 
$25,000 for original tree. 
Because this YOUNGER- 
bearing, HEAVIER-bear- 
ing Fruit-Spur Type Tree 
is so new and different, it 
was awarded U.S. Plant 
Patent 1565. Trees avail- 
able now in both DWARF 
and SEMI-DWARF 
from Stark Bro’s ONLY. 
For complete Stark Catalog 
rush the coupon TODAY! 


Burbank 
Varieties 
See the 
amazing 
Luther Burbank 
Fruit Creations, 


Exclusive ROSES! 


See Stark 
acclaim- 
winning 
Roses in full 
color. Big 2-year 
field-grown Ever- hit ont 
bloomers bloom W#!C4 we intro- 
FIRST Summer! See duced to the 
these glorious prize World and which 
winners and all the are obtainable 
old-time favorites. ONLY from us. 


TURN SPARE HOURS @ Earned 


sece STARK 
INTO EASY CASH! ‘35,720.08 Spare Time 
Full time, spare time—it's easy Jim Kirkpatrick of Kelly Six of Michigan 


+ 
Idaho earned added $3,406.62 to his BRO Ss 


to*make good money taking of- ¢5 799.08 last year year’s income writing WORSERIES & ORCHARDS CO. 
ders for Stark Bro’s nursery writing orders for orders for the Stark 80X 2250, Louisiana, Me. 
stock. Check coupon for FREE Stark Bro’s in his Bro’s Nurseriesinhis LARGEST IN WORLD— 
money-making kit. No obligation. spare time. spare time. OLDEST IN AMERICA 


LETTERS OF PRAISE 


FIRST CROP PAYS FOR TREES 
“At 2 years | picked over a bushel from Stark 
DWARF Starking Delicious, % bushel from 
Stark Golden Delicious. Have 32 Stark DWARFS. 
Proud of them ail.” 

C. E Ball, W. Va. 


APPLES IN TWO YEARS 
“Two years ago we planted 8 of your Dwarf 
Apple Trees. They grew beyond expectations. 
One tree bore 39 apples, another about 20 
apples at two years.” 


F. E. Cutler, M.D., Lincoln Co., Ore. 








